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Decision  Contradicts  Carl  Hill  Ruling 

Court  Denies  Citizenship  to  British  Man 

By  Christine  Guilfoy 


NEW  ORLEANS  —  In  what 
amounts  to  a  temporary  setback  to 
gay  rights,  the  Fifth  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals  on  Sept.  29  upheld  the 
right  of  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service  (INS)  to  ex¬ 
clude  gay  people  from  becoming 
naturalized  citizens.  The  ruling  in 
the  case  of  Dallas  businessman 
Richard  John  Longstaff,  a  British 
citizen  seeking  naturalization, 
contradicts  the  favorable  ruling  of 
the  recent  Carl  Hill  immigration 
case  (see  GCN,  Vol.  11,  No.  10). 

Leonard  Uraff,  of  National  Uay 
Rights  Advocates  (NGRA)  of  San 
Francisco,  which  prodvided  exper¬ 
tise  and  extensive  assistance  in  the 


“The  President  shall  preserve 
order  and  decorum,  may  speak  to 
points  of  order  in  preference  to 
other  members,  and  shall  decide 
all  questions  of  order  subject  to  an 
appeal  to  the  Senate.  ” 

—  Massachusetts  Senate  Rule  2 

By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  The  Massachusetts 
Senate  took  up  a  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  bill  on  October  3,  and  after 
three  and  one-half  hours  of  debate 
consisting  largely  of  name-calling 
diverted  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means. 

The  legislation,  which  narrowly 
passed  in  the  House  on  September 
26  (see  GCN,  Vol.  11,  No.  12), 
would  empower  the  Massachusetts 
Commission  Against  Discrimina¬ 
tion  (MCAD)  to  hear  complaints 
in  cases  involving  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  preference. 

“What  you’re  talking  about  is 
faggots  and  lesbians,’’  protested 
Sen.  Joseph  Walsh  (D-Dor- 
chester).  “We  spend  a  million 
dollars  a  year  now  at  the  MCAD. 
If  we  have  to  deal  with  fags  and 
lesbos,  you  can  bet  we’ll  be  spend¬ 
ing  ten  million  a  year.’’ 

“I  think  they’re  perverts,’’  add¬ 
ed  Sen.  Denis  McKenna  (D-Som- 
erville),  who  reddened  visibly 
while  delivering  a  protracted 
vituperation  against  the  bill.  “We 
have  so  many  problems  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
and  we  spend  the  time  this  after¬ 
noon  to  debate  an  issue  that  is  an 
issue  for  abnormal  people. ...  It’s 
disgusting,  it’s  sick.” 

“The  worst  thing  the  state  ever 
did  was  to  let  gays  out  of  the 
closet,”  McKenna  added.  “The 
only  thing  they’ve  ever  offered  to 
culture  is  AIDS  and  herpes.” 

The  debate  began  with  a  motion 
by  Sen.  Philip  Shea  (D-Lowell)  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  for  a  study  of 
the  costs  of  the  legislation. 

The  debate  began  with  a  motion 
by  Sen.  Philip  Shea  (D-Lowell)  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  Ways  and 
Means  Committee  for  a  study  of 
the  costs  of  the  legislation. 

Shea  went  on  to  question  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  anti-gay  discrimintion 
in  Massachusetts.  “I  await  the 
most  vociferous  proponent  to 
answer  the  question,”  he  declared. 
“The  whole  fact  of  the  matter  is, 
there  isn’t  any.” 

“If  there  is  no  discrimination,” 
retorted  Sen.  George  Bachrach 
(D-Watertown),  “there  is  no  need 
to  send  this  bill  to  the  Committee 


case,  told  GCN,  “Everybody 
ought  to  be  angry  about  this.  The 
impact  of  this  decision  is  to  say 
that  gay  people  aren’t  good 
enough  to  be  American  citizens.” 

In  spite  of  the  decision,  Vern 
Jervis,  a  spokesperson  for  the  Im¬ 
migration  and  Naturalization  Ser¬ 
vice,  told  GCN  that  the  current 
temporary  policy  of  allowing  gays 
entrance  into  the  U.S.  remains  un¬ 
changed. 

Although  the  Longstaff  case  in¬ 
volves  naturalization  and  the  Hill 
case  involved  immigration,  Graff 
says  the  two  cases  are  “strikingly 
similar”  in  theory. 

Longstaff,  who  came  to  the 


on  Ways  and  Means,  because  there 
is  clearly  no  cost  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth.” 

Most  of  the  words  spoken  in 
favor  of  the  bill  came  from  Sen. 
Royal  Bolling  (D-Boston).  “The 
Commission  Against  Discrimina¬ 
tion  refused  to  hear  a  case  in  which 
Robert  McCauley  was  fired  be¬ 
cause  he  was  gay,”  Bolling  said, 
following  Shea’s  remarks.  “They 
say  they  lacked  the  jurisdiction  to 
take  this  case  because  there  was  no 
law  prohibiting  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  preference.  It’s 
right  here  in  black  and  white.  He 
knows  it,  we  know  it,  and  ten  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population  of  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  of  Massachusetts 
knows  it.” 

Bolling,  the  only  black,  member 
of  the  Senate,  said  the  debate  re¬ 
minded  him  of  earlier  fights  for 
black  civil  rights.  “The  same  argu¬ 
ments  the  Senator  puts  forth  now, 
I  heard  20  years  ago,”  he  said. 
“This  is  not  a  new  fight.  I’ve  al¬ 
ways  been  concerned  when  I 
thought  that  people  were  being 
taken  advantage  of,  not  getting 
their  rights.” 

A  rollcall  vote  taken  on  Shea’s 
motion  sent  the  bill  to  Ways  and 
Means,  19  to  18,  with  two  Sen¬ 
ators,  Jack  Backman  (D-Brook- 
line)  and  Richard  Kraus  (D-Ar- 
lington),  absent  from  the  chamb¬ 
er.  Bolling  immediately  moved  for 
reconsideration,  and  by  the  time 
that  motion  had  been  debated,  the 
two  had  returned  to  lend  their 
votes  to  the  cause.  The  motion  for 
reconsideration  prevailed,  20  to 
19,  with  all  members  present. 

Before  the  reconsideration 
could  proceed,  however.  Sen. 
Arthur  Lewis,  Jr.  (D-Boston)  rose 
to  try  a  different  delaying  tactic. 
Lewis  raised  a  “point  of  order,” 
noting  that  under  Senate  rules, 
legislation  providing  for  the 
spending  of  money  must  be  ex¬ 
amined  by  the  Ways  and  Means 
Committee.  Whereas  a  motion 
must  be  decided  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate  membership.  Senate  Presi¬ 
dent  William  Bulger  (D-So. 
Boston)  has  authority  to  rule  on  a 
point  of  order.  Bulger  found  the 
point  “well  taken,”  and  the  bill 
went  to  committee. 

Ordinarily,  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means  serves  as  a  grave¬ 
yard  for  unpopular  legislation. 
But  proponents  of  the  bill  remain 
optimistic,  and  feel  a  little  “time 
out”  for  the  bill  may  actually  help 
it.  The  Senate  debate  attracted 
widespread  attention  in  local 


U.S.  in  1965,  has  been  embroiled 
in  the  dispute  since  1977.  During 
the  naturalization  proceedings,  it 
became  clear  that  Longstaff  was 
gay.  He  was  refused  citizenship 
based  on  failure  to  demonstrate 
“good  moral  character.” 

In  the  court’s  2  to  1  ruling,  it 
was  stated  that  gay  people  are  ex¬ 
cluded  from  legal  entry  into  the 
country  and  that  Longstaff’s 
naturalization  request  should  be 
turned  down  because  he  is  in  the 
country  illegally  to  begin  with.  The 
court’s  finding  was  based  on  the 
Immigration  and  Nationality  Act 
of  1952. 

Acting  as  consultants  and  also 


media,  most  of  which  portrayed 
the  bill’s  opponents  in  a  less  than 
virtuous  light:  “They  should  never 
have  been  allowed  out  of  the 
closet,”  editorialzed  the  Boston 
Globe.  “They  should  stay  in  the 
shadows  and  not  spread  their 
‘sick,  disgusting’  behavior  before 
public  eyes.  We  refer,  of  course,  to 
those  redoubtable  orators  in  the 
Massachusetts  Senate. ...” 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  Jesse  Jackson 
minced  no  words  —  and  commit¬ 
ted  several  gaffes  —  at  the 
Waldorf  Hotel  on  Sept.  27,  telling 
the  gay  movement  it  had  histori¬ 
cally  been  part  of  the  “white 
establishment”  and  represented 
only  “a  small  circle  of  middle  class 
people  who  frequently  consoli¬ 
date,  rather  than  share,  their  pow¬ 
er  and  positions.”  But  Jackson 
challenged  the  movement  to  “be 
bigger  than  itself”  and  to  define 
issues  in  a  broad  civil  rights  for¬ 
mat. 

Jackson  came  to  the  Walforf  to 
address  about  1000  gay  people, 
mostly  men,  at  the  annual  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund  dinner 
here.  The  Fund,  a  gay  political  ac¬ 
tion  committee,  raised  $600,000 
last  year  and  donated  $144,000  of 
it  to  119  candidates,  primarilly  in 
Congressional  races.  At  $150  a 
plate,  the  New  York  dinner  gross¬ 
ed  the  fund  $130,000,  from  which 
expenses  had  yet  to  be  deducted. 

Guests  at  the  dinner  included  a 
number  of  city  and  state  elected 
officials,  all  Democrats,  and  gay 
activists  from  around  the  country. 
Other  speakers  were  Bishop  Paul 
Moore,  Jr.,  Episcopal  Bishop  of 
New  York;  City  Council  President 
Carol  Bellamy;  and  Rep.  Ted 
Weiss  (D-NY),  who  introduced 
Jackson.  Awards  were  presented 
to  former  Rep.  Bella  Abzug,  to 
Rep.  Henry  Waxman  (D-CA)  and 
to  the  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis. 
There  were  the  usual  greetings 
from  absent  politicians;  though  a 
message  from  Mayor  Koch  pro¬ 
voked  an  Unambiguous  chorus  of 
boos. 

There  had  been  some  controver¬ 
sy  surrounding  Jackson’s  selection 
as  keynote  speaker  for  the  dinnei ; 
some  gay  Jewish  groups  had  ex¬ 
pressed  reservations  about  Jack¬ 


offering  arguments  jointly  with 
Longstaff’s  attorney,  Brian  Bates, 
NGRA  used  the  same  line  of 
reasoning  as  had  been  successful  in 
the  Carl  Hill  case:  that  is,  in  order 
to  exclude  a  gay  person,  it  is 
necessary  to  have  the  Public 
Health  Service  (PHS)  issue  a  cer¬ 
tificate  which  would  certify  the  im¬ 
migrant  as  medically  excludable,  a 
procedure  required  by  Congress. 
Homosexuality  is  considered  a 
medical  exclusion  and  so  requires 
the  medical  certification. 

However,  the  PHS  has  more 
recently  refused  to  issue  the  certi¬ 
ficates  because  the  agency  official¬ 
ly  recognizes  the  American  Psychi¬ 
atric  Association’s  guidelines 
which  no  longer  classify  homo¬ 
sexuality  as  a  sexual  deviance  or  ill¬ 
ness. 

The  argument  in  both  Hill  and 
Longstaff  is  that  without  the  certi¬ 
ficate,  the  INS  lacks  the  mechan¬ 
ism  to  exclude  gays  from  entrance 
into  the  country.  While  the  Ninth 
Circuit  court  agreed  in  the  Hill 
case,  the  Fifth  Circuit  disagreed, 
saying  that  a  person’s  statement  of 
sexual  orientation  is  certification 
enough. 

According  to  Graff,  the  Fifth 
Circuit  knew  of  the  previous,  but 
very  recent,  opinion  in  the  Hill 
case.  “The  Fifth  Circuit’s  opinion 
reflects  that  they  read  the  opinion 


son’s  stand  favoring  talks  with 
Palestine  Liberation  Organiza¬ 
tion.  But  considerations  such  as 
reaching  out  to  minority  commu¬ 
nities  and  attracting  straight  press 
coverage  weighed  in  on  the  side  of 
asking  Jackson,  who  readily  ac¬ 
cepted. 

“It  seems  to  be  a  common  belief 
that  [Jackson’s]  homophobic,” 
said  HRCF  executive  director  Vic 
Basile  a  week  before  the  dinner, 
“but  we’ve  been  unable  to  come 
up  with  any  evidence  of  that.  I 
think  if  he’s  pushed,  he’ll  be  good 
on  our  issue.” 

His  purpose  in  coming,  Jackson 
said,  was  to  “open  a  meaningful 
dialogue  between  the  civil  rights 
movement  and  the  gay  and  lesbian 
movement.”  The  dialogue  got 
started  with  several  major  misap¬ 
prehensions  about  gays  and  les¬ 
bians  on  Jackson’s  part. 

Jackson  told  the  audience  that 


of  the  Ninth  and  that  they  just 
decided  the  other  way.  They  didn’t 
agree  with  the  reasoning  of  the 
Ninth  Circuit.” 

With  two  contradictory  opin¬ 
ions  in  existence,  further  litigation 
appears  likely.  Bates  told  GCN 
that  the  next  possible  avenue  is  to 
petition  for  rehearing  before  the 
Fifth  Circuit.  Bates  indicated  he 
may  skip  that  step  and  take  it 
directly  to  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  INS  has  until  October  21  to 
petition  for  rehearing  in  the  Hill 
case  but  according  to  James 
Hunolt,  the  Justice  Department 
attorney  handling  the  case  for 
INS,  no  recommendation  has  yet 
been  made  to  the  Solicitor  General 
who  makes  the  ultimate  decision. 

With  the  Longstaff  decision, 
which  some  close  to  the  case  had 
thought  would  produce  a  favor¬ 
able  ruling  GCN  asked  Craig 
Howell  of  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  to  comment  on  the  import¬ 
ance  of  legislation  at  this  point. 

According  to  Howell,  “The 
issue  that  has  been  before  the 
courts  is  a  relatively  narrow  one. 
[That  is],  that  Congress  has  set  it 
out  as  a  requirement  that  the  only 
way  you  could  be  excluded  as  a 
homosexual  is  to  get  a  Public 
Health  Service  doctor’s  certificate. 

“I’ve  said  all  along  that  the 
Continued  on  page  II 


“sexual  preference  is  a  personal, 
individual  and  private  matter.  So 
long  as  it  remains  personal  and 
private,  and  does  not  ii^^'ringe  on 
the  rights  of  others,  there  can  be 
no  rationale  for  discrimination.” 
Some  audience  members  applaud¬ 
ed  at  this  point. 

Jackson  went  on  to  detail  how 
“sex  is  an  important  part  of  our 
lives.  Sex  is  a  thrill,  but  so  is  get¬ 
ting  the  Voting  Rights  Act  passed. 
Sex  is  a  thrill,  but  so  is  getting  the 
ERA  passed.  Sex  is  a  thrill,  but  so 
is  unscrewing  those  nuclear  war¬ 
heads  that  could  destroy  the  hum¬ 
an  race.” 

Master  of  ceremonies  Harvey 
Fierstein,  an  actor  and  scriptwriter 
who  has  built  a  career  on  his  por¬ 
trayals  of  drag  queens,  returned  to 
the  mike  after  Jackson’s  speech. 
Responding  to  Jackson,  Fierstein 
said,  “Yes,  sex  is  a  thrill,  but 
Continued  on  page  II 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“The  First  Amendment  is  not  an  art  critic. 
Whether  the  pageant  is  an  open  expression  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  irrelevant.” 

—  U.S.  District  Court  Judge  David  Russell  ruled 
on  Sept.  1  that  the  Miss  Gay  Oklahoma  drag  pageant 
must  be  granted  permits  for  use  of  the  city’s  conven¬ 
tion  center.  City  manager  Scott  Johnson,  had  initially 
balked  at  the  request,  saying  the  event  would  be  “an 
open  expression  of  homosexuality”  and,  therefore, 
“obscene.”  The  pageant  was  held  on  Sept.  18, 
without  incident,  and  was  covered  extensively  in  the 
local  media,  but  not,  we  presume,  by  art  critics. 


pbs  to  air  aids  program 

“Diagnosis  AIDS,”  a  half-hour  documentary  on 
the  public’s  response  to  the  epidemic,  will  be  aired  on 
PBS-TV  affiliates  this  month,  according  to  the  Ad-. 
vocafe.  The  show  focuses  on  people’s  reactions  to 
and  popular  misconceptions  about  the  syndrome. 
Jerry  Falwell  and  right-wing  columnist  Patrick 
Buchanan  are  juxtaposed  with  AIDS  patient  and  ac¬ 
tivist  Bobbi  Campbell.  The  documentary  mentions 
the  Chicken  Soup  Brigade,  an  AIDS  buddy  group  in 
Seattle  which  offers  support  and  food  to  local  men 
with  AIDS. 

The  program  will  be  aired  in  Boston  on  Oct.  7  at 
9:30  p.m.  on  channel  44  and  on  Oct.  8  at  6:30  p.m.  on 
channel  2.  In  New  York  City,  Station  WNET,  channel 
13,  will  air  “Diagnosis  AIDS”  on  Nov.  1  at  11:00  p.m. 
(time  is  tentative)  and  on  Nov.  6  at  3:30  p.m.  For  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  show  in  othercities,  please  call  your 
local  PBS  affiliate. 


1000  protest  gay  club  busts 

SYDNEY  —  Pictured  above  is  Caz  Adby,  one  of 
the  1000  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  marched  on  the 
New  South  Wales  Parliament  House  on  Sept.  20  to 
protest  three  different  police  raids  on  private  gay 
clubs.  The  marchers  called  for  the  repeal  of  anti¬ 
homosexual  laws  of  the  Australian  province  and 
cessation  of  vice  squad  harassment  of  gays  in 
Sydnev. 

On  Aug.  27,  cops  raided  and  closed  two  clubs  in 
the  city,  both  of  which  had  been  raided  earlier  in  the 
year.  Gay  activists  say  antiquated  provisions  of  the 
Crimes  Act  used  to  charge  club  patrons  with  “scan¬ 
dalous  conduct”  and  “indecent  assault”  must  be  re¬ 
pealed  to  end  the  police  vendetta.  Three  bills  to 
decriminalize  homosexuality  have  failed  despite  it’s 
being  federal  and  NSW  Labor  Party  policy  to  outlaw 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 

In  addition  to  the  march  on  Parliament  House, 
gay  and  lesbian  activists  organized  a  travelling  “Gay 
Rights  Embassy”  which  was  parked  in  front  of  the 
NSW  Prime  Minister’s  house  for  two  weeks.  The 
Prime  Minister  called  the  Embassy’s  presence  on  his 
street  a  “deep  invasion”  of  his  privacy. 

Home  province  to  Sydney,  called  “the  gayest  ci¬ 
ty”  in  Australia,  New  South  Wales  is  the  slowest- 
moving  province  on  the  issue  of  gay  civil  rights.  All 
but  one  other  province  has  revised  its  criminal  code  to 
repeal  or  relax  laws  relating  to  homosexual  activity, 
and  the  one  remaining  province  has  promised  to  do 
likewise. 


gay  and  lesbian  parents  wanted  for 
source  book 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  researcher  writing  a  re¬ 
source  and  support  book  for  gay  fathers,  lesbian 
mothers,  their  lovers  and  children  seeks  members  of 
gay/lesbian  families  to  interview.  The  identities  of 
participants  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential.  Contact 
Joy  A.  Schulenberg  at  the  Parenting  Project,  806 
Haight  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94117. 


navy  captain  to  face  court-martial  on 
sodomy  charges 

NORFOLK,  VA  —  A  Navy  Captain,  accused  of 
having  an  affair  with  a  male  sailor  on  his  ship,  will  be 
court-martialed  here  later  this  year,  according  to  the 
Washington  Post. 

Cmdr.  Gerald  M.  Vanderwier,  42,  had  been  re¬ 
lieved  as  skipper  of  the  USS  Edward  McDonnell  last 
June  while  the  Navy  investigated  charges  of  homo¬ 
sexual  activity  with  a  21-year-old  chief  petty  officer 
during  a  cruise  last  spring  in  the  Mediterranean. 

A  vice-admiral  recently  ordered  that  Vandermier 
be  tried  on  three  counts  of  sodomy.  Vandermier  is  a 
decoratated  veteran  of  the  Vietnam  W.ar.  He  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  denies  that  he  is  gay. 


florida  cops  trap  25  men  at  cruise  spot 

DANIA,  Fla.  —  An  entrapment  campaign  at  a  gay 
beach  in  John  Lloyd  State  Park  resulted  in  the  arrests 
of  25  gay  men  the  week  of  Sept.  8-17,  according  to  The 
Weekly  News. 

Tracy  Scott  told  The  Weekly  News  that  he  wit¬ 
nessed  a  series  of  entrapments  by  an  undercover  po¬ 
lice  officer  who  lured  men  to  the  dressing  room  and 
arrested  them  when  they  made  sexual  advances. 
Most  of  the  arrested  men  were  charged  with  indecent 
exposure  or  lewd  and  lascivious  behavior. 

One  man  is  planning  to  fight  the  charge  of  inde¬ 
cent  exposure  brought  against  him  by  an  officer 
whose  report,  he  says,  is  full  of  inaccuracies.  He  is  ac¬ 
cused  of  exposing  his  partially  erect  penis,  but  the 
man  claims  that  he  is  taking  medication  which  makes 
it  very  difficult  to  get  an  erection  “even  under  the  right 
circumstances.” 

“I  still  can’t  believe  they  wrote  that  on  the 
ticket,”  he  said.  “It’s  just  pure  entrapment  and  false 
arrest.” 


gay  alumni  at  bates  college 

LEWISTON,  Maine  —  A  group  of  gay  and  lesbian 
graduates  of  Bates  College  met  recently  and  formed 
an  alumni  group. 

The  newly-created  Bates  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alum¬ 
ni  organization  was  the  guest  of  the  student  group, 
the  Gay-Straight  Alliance,  on  Sept.  17  and  18.  The 
students  and  the  alumni  together  spanned  25  years  at 
Bates  which  marked  changes  in  atmosphere  for  gay 
and  lesbian  students  there. 

Chris  Madsen,  former  reporter  for  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor,  addressed  the  alumni  and  students. 
Madsen  is  suing  the  paper  as  a  result  of  her  dismissal 
from  the  paper  because  she  is  a  lesbian.  Madsen  is  a 
graduate  of  Bates. 

The  Bates  alumni  plan  to  assist  gay  and  lesbian 
students  at  the  college  and  will  make  financial  contri¬ 
butions  to  the  school. 

To  contact  them,  write  to  Todd  Trevorrow,  P.O.  Box 
981,  Casco,  ME  04015.  The  Bates  alumni  group  would 
also  like  to  network  with  other  gay/lesbian  alumni 
groups. 


national  voter  registration  drive  launched 

WASHINGTON  —  A  national  voter  registration 
drive  designed  to  add  one  million  gay  and  lesbian 
voters  to  the  polls  before  the  1984  elections  was 
launched  on  Sept.  22. 

■  Six  national  organizations  announced  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  work  “in  conjunction  with  local  non-partisan, 
Democratic  and  Republican,  political,  social  and  re¬ 
ligious  groups ...  to  register  as  many  gay  and  lesbian 
voters  as  possible  to  have  significant  impact  on  the 
presidential  and  congressional  elections  of  1984.” 

The  national  groups  are:  The  National  Gay  Task 
Force;  the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays;  the  Walt 
Whitman  Republican  Club;  the  National  Association 
of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Democratic  Clubs;  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund;  and  the  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby. 

Over  25  groups  from  around  the  country  have 
agreed  to  join  the  drive.  Among  them  are:  Arkansas 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Student  Association;  Helen  Diner 
Memorial  Women’s  Center  in  East  Lansing,  Mich.;  the 
Mississippi  Gay  Alliance;  and  the  Lambda  Gay 
Alliance  of  Bozeman,  Montana. 


gay  man  elected  to  aclu  board 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Jose  Gomez,  co-chair  of  the 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  announced  his  election  to 
the  National  Board  of  the  American  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  according  to  the  Bay  Area  Reporter. 

Gomez  credited  his  election  to  personal  lobbying 
of  electors  by  Hispanics  and  gay  people  in  15  states. 
He  pledged  to  “make  sure  that  the  civil  rights  of  les¬ 
bians,  gays,  Hispanics  and  other  minorities  are 
represented.” 

Gomez  is  the  executive  director  of  La  Raza  Cen¬ 
tral  Legal,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  Latino  community  law 
center  in  San  Francisco’s  Mission  district. 


school  gays 

Universities  and  colleges  across  the  country  are 
back  in  session.  Along  with  toting  books,  puzzling 
over  exams  and  enjoying  extracurriculars  of  the  fall 
semester,  gay  and  lesbian  students  began  jousting 
with  their  schools  for  official  recognition  of  student 
organizations.  With  official  recognition,  groups  gain 
access  to  services,  facilities  and  funds  provided  to 
other  kinds  of  student  special  interest  groups. 
Recognition  is  not  infrequently  denied  by  the 
schools’  student  governments  and/or  administra¬ 
tions.  Some  groups  file  law  suits  to  force  the  school’s 
hand,  others  come  back  the  next  year  for  round  two. 
Below  are  reports  on  the  fates  of  three  such  groups. 

*  *  * 

LAS  CRUCES  —  New  Mexico  State  University 
(NMSU)  officially  recognized  the  first  gay/lesbian  stu¬ 
dent  group  at  the  school,  according  to  Common  Bond 
Ink.  Lambda-NMSU,  a  chapter  of  the  local  group 
Lambda-Las  Cruces,  was  granted  full  use  of  universi¬ 
ty  facilities. 

In  the  past,  NMSU  withheld  recognition  to  gay/- 
lesbian  groups  because  they  were  “immoral  and  un¬ 
wanted  in  the  campus  community.”  Members  of 
Lambda-NMSU  have  pledged  to  integrate  their  group 
into  the  campus  community  and  will  mail  an  informa¬ 
tional  letter  about  Lambda  to  other  student  organiza¬ 
tions. 

«  *  * 

DALLAS  —  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Student  Sup¬ 
port  Organization  (GLSSO)  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  will  try  again  this  year  to  gain  formal 
recognition  from  the  Student  Senate,  according  to 
the  Montrose  Voice. 

Last  spring,  GLSSO  was  denied  recognition,  ap¬ 
pealed  the  denial  twice  only  to  have  both  appeals 
turned  back.  Robert  Rios,  co-chair  of  the  group,  said, 
“Whether  or  not  we  are  accepted,  we  exist  and  contin¬ 
ue  to  exist.” 

Rios  and  co-chair  Leslie  Cooper  sent  a  letter  to 
SMU  administrators  protesting  the  harassment  of  in¬ 
dividual  GLSSO  members.  One  student’s  dorm  room 
door  was  defaced  and  the  same  student  received 
threatening  notes.  Although  the  University  has  rules 
prohibiting  such  harassment,  Rios  termed  them 
“unenforceable.”  Rios  and  Cooper  suggested  the  ad¬ 
ministration  sponsor  educational  forums  about  gay 
people  to  help  combat  homophobia  on  campus. 

Hr  ★  * 

WASHINGTON  —  Two  qav  croups  at  George¬ 
town  University  have  filed  an  action  to  force  a  judge 
to  issue  a  decision  regarding  the  discrimination  com¬ 
plaint  they  brought  against  the  school,  according  to 
the  Washington  Blade.  Judge  Sylvia  Bacon  heard  the 
case  in  February,  1982  and  still  has  not  made  a  ruling 
on  whether  the  groups  were  discriminated  against 
because  of  their  gay  and  lesbian  identities. 

Ron  Bogard,  attorney  for  the  groups,  said,  “One 
year  and  seven  months  after  the  trial  is  long  enough. 
We’ve  been  patient  and  our  patience  has  run  out.” 
Bogard  charged  that  the  delay  has  forced  the  two 
groups  to  continue  operating  under  restrictions  they 
contend  are  illegal. 

Each  group  has  been  denied  access  to  University 
services  and  facilities  because  they  are  not  officially 
recognized  by  the  school.  They  maintain  the  denial  is 
a  violation  of  the  D.C.  Human  Rights  ordinance,  out¬ 
lawing  discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation. 


lesbian  and  gay  people  in  medicine 

NEWARK,  NJ  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  People  in 
Medicine,  an  active  task  force  of  the  American 
Medical  Student  Association  (AMSA)  will  host  several 
sessions  at  AMSA’s  Tri-Regional  Fall  Workshop,  Oc¬ 
tober  7-9.  Among  the  workshops  of  interest  to  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  will  be  a  panel  discussion  on  AIDS 
and  a  workshop  on  gay  health  issues  aimed  at 
straight  students. 

The  conference,  entitled  “Human  Needs:  Are  We 
Meeting  the  Challenge?”,  is  open  to  all  medical 
students  from  the  Northeast  and  Mid-Atlantic  states. 
For  more  information,  contact  your  local  AMSA 
chapter,  or  call  Beth  Cookson  (region  1  Lesbian  and 
Gay  People  in  Medicine  contact)  at  (617)  753-1041. 

This  week’s  News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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AIDS  Rodeo  Benefit  Herds  Bucks.  Broncos 


By  Peg  Byron 

Q:  What’s  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  a  straight  rodeo  and  a  gay 
rodeo? 

A:  At  a  straight  rodeo,  the 
crowd  yells  “Ride  that  sucker!” 

NEW  YORK  —  By  the  last 
roundup  on  October  1,  the 
world’s  biggest  AIDS-fighting 
organization  had  raked  in  a  tidy 
$50,000  from  11,000  urban 
buckaroos  at  a  Madison  Square 
Garden  rodeo.  The  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHC)  reserved 
one  of  three  nights  of  “The 
World’s  Toughest  Rodeo”  — 
competitive  bronc  riding,  steer 
wrestling  and  the  high  speed 
cowgirl  event  of  barrel  racing  — 
to  benefit  AIDS  research  and  sup¬ 
port  programs. 


GMHC’s  second  go’round  with 
a  major  Garden  fundraiser  con¬ 
trasted  with  its  Barnum  and  Bailey 
benefit  of  last  April.  Obviously, 
the  community  owns  hotter- 
looking  western  duds  than  circus 
threads.  But  if  rodeo  night  was 
any  measure,  AIDS  politics  and 
emotions  in  this  city,  with  40%  of 
the  nation’s  reported  cases,  have 
shifted.  The  rodeo  was  both  more 
controversial  and  less  profitable 
than  the  circus,  which  featured 
opera  singer  Shirley  Verrett, 
Leonard  Bernstein,  and  Mayor  Ed 
Koch,  and  earned  $300,000  from  a 
sell-out  crowd. 

Harry  Diaz,  who  ran  both 
events  for  GMHC,  spoke  frankly 
of  the  discrepancy  between  the 


Hot-looking  western  wear  was  the  order  of  the  day  at  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  Rodeo  Benefit. 


two,  saying,  “This  is  a  strong 
message  to  the  country  that  AIDS 
is  not  ‘let’s  have  a  party  and  AIDS 
will  go  away’.  AIDS  will  be  with 
us  for  the  long  haul  and  it  won’t 
go  away  soon.”  As  the  novelty  of 
the  issue  has  worn  off,  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivists  and  people  with  AIDS  have 
lost  some  of  their  visible  supports 
and  media  attention. 

Well-known  political  honchos 
like  Mayor  Ed  Koch  were  absent 
from  the  rodeo,  even  though 
Koch  had  received  a  standing  ova¬ 
tion  at  the  circus  in  April.  Asked 
at  the  rodeo  press  gathering  about 
the  Mayor’s  whereabouts, 
GMHC’s  top  hand,  president 
Paul  Popham  drawled,  “Don’t 
know.”  Ditto  for  Governor  Mario 
Cuomo. 

In  their  place  were  political 
sharpshooters  Rep.  Ted  Weiss  and 
National  Gay  Task  Force  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  Virginia  Apuzzo. 
They  were  flanked  by  former 
congressperson,  and  an  early  sup¬ 
porter  of  gay  rights,  Bella 
(“Where  else  could  you  wear  a 
cowboy  hat?”)  Abzug  and  city 
health  commissioner.  Dr.  David 
Sencer. 

Standing  on  1.7  million  pounds 
of  dirt  hauled  into  the  arena 
especially  for  the  event,  Weiss  and 
Apuzzo  shot  straight  from  the  hip 
on  gay  needs  and  the  AIDS  crisis. 
Weiss  urged  continued  pressure 
for  responsible  AIDS  research. 

“The  $41  million  appropriated 
for  the  Centers  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  did  not  happen  by  accident, 
but  as  the  result  of  efforts  by  the 
gay  community  and  the  lesbian 
community  across  the  country,” 
Weiss  told  a  pre-rodeo  press 
gathering.  Later  he  exhorted  the 
crowd  to  continue  “working, 
struggling  and  winning  together.” 


Cambridge  Candidates 
Woo  Gay /Lesbian  Voters 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  An  un¬ 
expectedly  large  turnout  of  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  Cambridge  City 
Council  and  School  Committee 
kept  the  Cambridge  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance’s  September  29  can¬ 
didates’  night  going  until  just  after 
11  p.m.,  but  most  of  the  80  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  gathered  in  the 
basement  of  the  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church  persevered  to  the 
end. 

Nine  candidates  for  the  council 
and  eight  for  the  school  committee 
delivered  statements,  explained 
their  answers  to  a  CLAGA  ques¬ 
tionnaire,  and  answered  questions 
regarding  anti-gay  violence,  dis¬ 
crimination,  police  harassment, 
lesbian  and  gay  visibility  in  public 
school  curricula,  and  rent  control. 

“I  have  supported  gay  legisla¬ 
tion  ever  since  I  have  been  on  the 
city  council,”  declared  Saundra 
Graham,  who  has  served  on  the 
council  since  1972.  “I  also  support 
the  sexual  preference  bill  that  is  in 
the  state  legislature.”  In  addition 
to  her  council  duties,  Graham  also 
represents  the  28th  Middlesex  dis¬ 
trict  in  the  state  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives. 

Graham  responded  negatively 
to  an  item  on  the  questionnaire 
which  asked  candidates  if  the  city 
should  refuse  to  do  business  with 
companies  that  discriminate  on  the 
basis  of  sexual  preference.  “We 
need  to  include  people,  not  ex¬ 
clude  them,”  she  explained.  “We 
need  to  make  them  adhere  to  the 
affirmative  action  policies  of  the 
city.” 

School  committee  candidate 
David  Entin  pledged  his  support 
for  non-discriminatory  policies  in 
the  schools  and  recognized  the 
need  for  lesbian  and  gay  visibility 
in  social  studies  curricula.  “I  think 
there  were  probably  many  gay 
people  in  history. . .  and  the  his¬ 


tory  books  won’t  necessarily  let 
you  know,”  he  said. 

“At  the  heart  of  the  problems 
that  gay  people  face  is  the  question 
of  police  harassment,”  said  city 
councillor  David  Wylie.  Wylie 
acknowledged  recent  improve¬ 
ments  in  police  procedures,  but 
called  for  further  measures. 

Incumbant  school  committee 
member  Glenn  Koocher  enum¬ 
erated  a  list  of  his  achievements  on 
issues  of  concern  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community.  “I,  unlike  other 
candidates  here,  can  say  some¬ 
thing  which  goes  beyond  words,” 
Koocher  said.  “I  have  a  voting 
record.” 

Koocher  said  he  was  responsible 
for  the  inclusion  of  sexual  prefer¬ 
ence  in  the  non-discrimination 
policy  of  the  school  committee  and 
noted  that  in  1978,  at  the  request 
of  gay  teachers  in  Cambridge,  he 
authored  “the  first  handbook  for 
homosexual  teachers.” 

In  past  years,  Koocher  has  re¬ 
ceived  endorsement  from  the  liber¬ 
al  Cambridge  Civic  Association 
(CCA).  This  year,  however,  the 
CCA  omitted  Koocher’s  name 
from  its  list  of  approved  candi¬ 
dates.  “There  is  no  one  particular 
group  in  this  city  which  has  the 
monopoly  on  virtue,  which  has  the 
monopoly  on  goodness,”  Koocher 
cautioned.  “Some  of  us  get  en¬ 
dorsements,  some  of  us  do  not  get 
endorsements.” 

City  council  candidate  Frank 
Budryk,  who  noted  that  “as  a  can¬ 
didate  I’m  a  person  of  modera¬ 
tion,”  responded  to  a  question 
about  police  harassment  of  gay 
men  at  the  MDC  bird  sanctuary 
near  Harvard  Square  with  a  note 
of  criticism.  “1  don’t  believe  that 
people  should  be  going  in  the 
woods  and  having  sex  and  expect 
the  police  to  be  protecting  them,” 
Budryk  said. 


Weiss,  whose  office  has  receiv¬ 
ed  complaints  about  morticians 
refusing  to  embalm  the  bodies  of 
people  who  have  died  of  AIDS, 
responded  to  GCA’s  question 
about  the  effectiveness  of  the 
governor’s  threats  to  such  funeral 
directors,  “There  is  still  a  great 
lack  in  the  education  programs 
and  processes  by  the  HHC,”  the 
Manhattan  Congressperson  said. 
HHC  is  the  Health  and  Hospitals 
Corporation,  the  agency  which 
operates  the  city’s  hospitals. 

Health  Commissioner  Sencer 
was  questioned  closely  about  any 
plans  for  closing  New  York’s  gay 
baths,  and  emphatically  rejected 
that  option.  “We  don’t  have  the 
power  and  I  don’t  want  the 
authority  to  close  them  to  control 
individual  practices.” 

Apuzzo  gave  the  peptalk  at 
half-time.  She  urged  the  crowd  to 
support  efforts  to  wrest  a  com¬ 
munity  center  from  the  city  —  the 
13th  St.  former  vocational  high 
school,  the  community’s  leasing 
of  which  the  Mayor  has  tried  to 
block. 

GMHC  organizers  had  been 
beset  with  problems  since  Labor 
Day,  explained  Diaz,  when  they 
realized  only  about  4500  seats  had 
been  sold.  They  were  widely 
criticized  for  supporting  a  rodeo, 
considered  by  some  to  be  cruel  to 
animals.  “We’re  just  a  bunch  of 
city  boys,”  said  Diaz,  explaining 
that  there  are  few  events  at  the 
Garden  that  can  be  rented  for 
benefits. 

Veteran  rodeo  watchers  told 


CCA  that  the  “world’s  toughest” 
was  a  relatively  tame  rodeo.  They 
claimed  the  straps  tethering  the 
horses’  and  bulls’  testicles  were 
not  so  much  painful  as  temporari¬ 
ly  irritating,  and  the  animals  are 
well-treated.  Nonetheless, 

demonstrators  against  cruelty  to 
animals  picketed  outside  the 
arena’s  32nd  St.  entrance. 

Faced  with  apathy  as  well  as 
criticism,  GMHC  opted  for  some 
sensationalism  as  a  last  promo¬ 
tional  resort,  Diaz  said.  The  no- 
holds-barred  approach  couldn’t 
outgun  the  success  of  the  circus, 
which  was  held  in  the  midst  of  a 
daily  media  blitz  on  AIDS,  but  it 
succeeded  in  generating  enough 
publicity  to  draw  a  large  crowd. 
The  tactics  included  “pumping 
up”  a  story  about  the 
homophobia  expressed  by  the 
rodeo  company  owners,  who 
refused  to  have  their  company 
logo  associated  with  GMHC’s 
name.  GMHC  also  used  the 
criticisms  from  animal  lovers  to 
have  mention  of  the  event  aired  by 
radio  and  television  stations.  “A 
heavy  Larry  Kramer  broadside,” 
an  article  castigating  the  com¬ 
munity’s  apathy  towards  AIDS  in 
a  full-page  Village  Voice  ad,  was 
also  indirectly  arranged  by 
GMHC,  Diaz  says. 

Asked  if  the  urban  rodeo  didn’t 
turn  out  to  be  a  road  apple  for 
GMHC,  new  executive  director 
Rodger  McFarlane  said,  “Don’t 
ask  me  about  it.  I  inherited"  this 
rodeo  and  you’ll  never  see  another 
one  from  GMHC.” 


“I  think  that  companies  should 
be  barred  from  dealing  with  the  ci¬ 
ty  if  they  discriminate  against  any 
group,”  said  council  candidate 
Bill  Durette,  in  response  to  a  ques¬ 
tion.  “As  a  city. .  .you  have  to  be 
willing  to  lay  down  the  rules  and 
say  what  you’re  willing  to  accept.” 

A  number  ok  questioners  asked 
candidates  if  they  would  support 
openly  lesbian  or  gay  teachers  in 
the  public  schools.  “My  children 
have  had  openly  gay  teachers  in 
their  daycare  centers  and  in  their 
after-school  programs,”  said 
school  committee  candidate  Rena 
Leib,  “and  I  think  that  has  taught 
them  that  that  is  an  okay  way  to 
live.” 

School  committee  candidate 
David  Connolly,  who  at  20  years 
of  age  is  the  youngest  candidate 
running,  decried  the  lack  of  stu¬ 
dent  representation  in  the  school 
system.  “A  lot  of  the  kids  in 
schools  are  not  being  treated 
equally  because  they  just  don’t 
have  the  voting  power,”  he  said. 

“I  feel  that  one  of  the  major 
problems  of  the  Cambridge  Public 
School  System  is  that  basic  skills' 
are  not  being  stressed,”  Connolly 
said.  “You  just  have  to  put  pro- 
gressivism  aside  and  get  the  basic 
skills.” 

Asked  by  a  wary  questioner 
what  he  meant  by  the  latter  state¬ 
ment,  Connolly  noted  that  he 
graduated  from  high  school  with 
deficiencies  in  reading  and  writing 
skills  because,  he  said,  “we  did 
filmmaking  in  English  class  rather 
than  learning  how  to  write  a 
paper.” 

School  committee  candidate 
Daniel  Leclerc  noted  that  as  a  high 
school  teacher,  he  developed 
“social  studies  curriculum  in 
courses  that  dealt  specifically  with 
the  gay  and  lesbian  issue,  before  a 
Continued  on  page  II 


A  boy  and  his  horse  in  Madison  Square  Garden. 

DiCara  Ad 
Causes  Confusion 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

A  photograph  of  National  Gay 
Task  Force  executive  director 
Virginia  Apuzzo  that  appeared  in 
newspaper  advertisements  for 
Boston  mayoral  candidate  Larry 
DiCara  was  used  without  her 
knowledge,  according  to  Apuzzo, 
who  told  GCN  she  has  not  en¬ 
dorsed  any  candidates  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  election. 

“I  am  concerned  that  it  raises 
the  issue  and  no  one  ran  that 
advert  by  me,”  Apuzzo  said.  “I 
saw  the  advert  when  the  world  saw 
the  advert  and  I  have  been  quite 
adamant  about  not  wanting  to  en¬ 
dorse  any  political  candidates.  I 
have  enough  respect  for  the  local 
political  gay  community  to  know 
that  an  outsider  should  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  that  process.” 

“The  ad  does  not  contain  an  en¬ 
dorsement  by  Ginny  Apuzzo,”  re¬ 
sponded  Vin  McCarthy,  acting 
finance  chairperson  for  the 
DiCara  campaign.  “It  doesn’t  say 
there’s  an  endorsement.  People 
see  it  the  way  they  want  to  see  it.” 

Asked  if  he  had  requested  per¬ 
mission  to  use  the  picture  in  the 
advertisement,  McCarthy  told 
GCN,  “Ginny  was  aware  that  the 
picture  was  taken.” 

The  photograph,  taken  at  the 
September  22  Human  Rights  Cam¬ 
paign  Fund  dinner  in  Boston, 


shows  Apuzzo  with  DiCara  and 
Brian  McNaught,  Boston  mayoral 
liaison  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  A  large  headline  above  the 
photograph  reads  “Larry  DiCara, 
everybody’s  mayor”;  below  the 
photograph  is  the  smaller  headline 
“Our  Candidate”  and  short  state¬ 
ments  of  support  from  several  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  The  full-page 
advertisement  appeared  in  last 
week’s  GCA  and  the  October  6-19 
issue  of  Bay  Windows. 

No  statement  from  Apuzzo  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  ad,  but  a  statement 
from  McNaught  declared  that 
“Larry  DiCara  as  Mayor  would 
guarantee  that  for  the  next  four 
years  lesbians  and  gay  men  worked 
inside  City  Hall,  armed  with  an 
agenda,  rather  than  on  the  outside 
steps,  armed  with  picket  signs.” 

McNaught  told  GCA,  however, 
that  use  of  his  picture  and  state¬ 
ment  in  the  advertisement  “was 
not  intended  as  an  endorsement.” 
Explained  McNaught,  “1  wrote 
the  thing  specifically  to  suggest 
that  Larry  DiCara  would  open  city 
hall  to  the  gay  community. .  .and 
that  he  would  be  a  good  mayor.” 

“I  had  made  a  decision  early  on 
not  to  endorse  anybody,”  he  add¬ 
ed,  “but  1  had  no  objection  to 
writing  a  statement  saying  I 
thought  Larry  DiCara  would  be  a 
good  mayor.” 


Peg  Byron 
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Community  Voices 

father’s  concern  overtime 


Dear  GCN, 

As  a  member  of  ihe  Deep  Springs  Application 
Committee  that  eventually  rejected  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  p)edarist  Bill  Andriette  (July  30  issue)  I  feel 
compelled  to  clarify  a  point  raised  in  your  article. 
You  say  that  Deep  Springs  rejected  Bill  due  to  his 
political  activities.  In  truth  only  two  or  three  stu¬ 
dents  in  the  whole  college  advocated  the  denial  of 
admission  based  on  either  his  political  activities 
or  their  own  moral  revulsion.  A  more  central 
issue  involved  community  members  who  have 
young  .sons  living  in  this  very  small  community/- 
college  (45  persons).  However  irrational  or 
discriminatory  their  vocalized  and  almost 
hysterical  fears  were,  it  is  important  not  to  simply 
roll  over  them  in  the  quest  for  Truth  or  Justice  or 
whatever  you  wish  to  evoke.  In  such  a  small  com¬ 
munity  we  all  learn  to  deal  with  each  others’ 
quirks  (if  you  indeed  consider  a  father’s  concern 
for  his  young  son’s  chastity  a  quirk);  your  article 
completely  ignored  this  dimension  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  indeed  this  aspect  quite  confuses  an 
issue  which  superficial  observers  may  regard  as  a 
simple  question  of  right  and  wrong. 

Sincerely, 

Steven  Thompson 
Deep  Springs,  CA 


Dear  GCN, 

1  write  in  praise  of  your  editorial  “Hepatitis, 
Health  and  the  Hard  Sell,”  and  in  support  of 
your  rejection  of  the  Merck-Sharpe  promotional 
campaign  being  handled  by  the  American  Liver 
Foundation. 

The  image  and  copy  in  that  ad  are  well  ana¬ 
lyzed  by  your  editorial.  I  hope  that  your  decision 
will  give  pause  to  the  gay  presses  which  have  un¬ 
thinkingly  printed  the  ad.  The  corporate  media 
such  as  CBS  or  Newsweek  are  working  overtime 
these  days  to  define  us  for  ourselves.  Only  in  the 
gay  press  can  we  challenge  their  definitions.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  only  in  part  of  the  gay  press  are  we  in¬ 
vited  to  challenge  the  definition  of  ourselves  that 
Merck ,  Sharpe  &  Dohme  want  us  to  foist  upon  us . 

Michael  Lynch 
Toronto,  Canada 


It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Cam, per  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


The  1983  Cay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  CCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 


'  and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 


□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 

_ $30  ($120annually)  _ 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ 


_$100  ($400  annually) 

$ 


□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  $120  a  year) 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $  _ 


Name* 


Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

•As  with  all  CCN  ( orrespondence,  your  name  will  be  kepi  strictly  confidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise.  May  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarterly  newsletter^  1.)  Yes.  '  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  CCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


suburbanite 

Dear  GCN, 

Comparatively  speaking,  1  enjoy  freedom  from 
crime,  dirt,  and  homophobia  here  in  the  suburbs. 
However,  most  of  my  friends  live  in  the  city. 
When  visiting,  1  fear  homophobic  attacks,  the 
theft  of  my  car,  or  a  mugging  while  walking 
through  neighborhood  streets  garnished  with  dog 
shit,  beer  bottles,  and  trash  left  over  from  that 
day’s  collection.  Melvin  King  has  the  greatest 
capacity  in  terms  of  talent  and  credibility  to  deal 
with  these  problems  effectively. 

For  years  he  has  demonstrated  a  capacity  to  get 
things  done,  a  commitment  to  all  city  dwellers, 
and  lots  of  guts  (especially  in  his  support  of  gays 
when  it  was  to  his  political  disadvantage).  His 
constituency  has  been  hurt  the  most  by  problems 
of  crime,  discrimination,  and  neighborhood  neg¬ 
lect  and  he  knows  how  to  deal  with  these  issues 
better  than  any  other  candidate.  Good  schools, 
jobs,  and  attention  to  small  neighborhood 
business  development  stops  crime  and  improves 
the  quality  of  city  life  (especially  for  gays). 

Larry  DiCara  has  demonstrated  little  under¬ 
standing  of  these  issues  even  though  they  are 
critically  important  to  long  term  gay  liberation, 
making  his  support  of  gays  superficial,  reductive, 
and  myopic.  We  need  a  mayor  who  understands 
the  problems  of  gays  in  a  systemic  way.  That  per¬ 
son  is  Mel  King.  He  is  a  bright,  honest,  and  kind 
man  with  a  mission  and  needs  your  vote! 
Sincerely, 

John  V.  Lesko 
Bedford,  MA 

even  more 

Dear  GCN, 

Now  that  I  live  in  a  small  town  in  Illinois 
(Champaign,  to  be  exact),  I  appreciate  you  even 
more.  I  loved  the  cover  of  Number  8  with  the 
motto  of  the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays  so 
prominantly  displayed.  As  an  addendum  to  the 
coverage  of  the  D.C.  march,  let  me  tell  you  that  I 
met  someone  at  the  local  Champaign  march  who 
had  seen  the  D.C.  one  on  his  cable  tv  news  station 
live  earlier  that  day.  He  said  Harry  Belafonte  gave 
a  great  speech  mentioning  us  specifically,  which 
drew  a  huge  round  of  applause  from  the 
audience. 

On  the  connection  between  gay  rights,  civil 
rights  and  the  fuzzy  term  human  rights  —  is  there 
anyone  out  there  in  GCN-land  who  can  define 
‘civil  rights’  and  ‘human  rights’  in  a  technical 
legal  manner?  Are  the  ways  these  terms  are  used 
in  the  press  these  days  the  same?  Perchance  a  look 
at  the  terms  will  lead  to  better  communication  on 
the  relationship  of  the  gay /lesbian  movement  to 
the  civil  rights  movement. 

Keep  those  cards,  letters  and  mentions  in  the 
paper  coming.  Also  send  ice  cream,  the  “best  of 
Champaign/Urbana”  rating  in  that  category  was 
given  to  —  ugh  —  Baskin/Robbins.  Need  I  say 
more? 

Yours  in  fraternity  Land, 

Dee  Michel 
Chamgaign,  IL 


Gay  Community  News  welcomes  letters  to 
Community  Voices.  If  at  all  possible,  your 
letters  should  be  TYPED  AND  DOUBLE 
SPACED  and  kept  to  three  pages  (or  less!) 
in  length.  GCN  publishes  all  the  letters  it 
receives,  unedited,  on  a  space-available 
basis,  unless  they  contain  personal  attacks. 
Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published, 
but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  request. 
Address  letters  to: 

Community  Voices,  Gay  Community 
News,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 


AIDS  Resource  List 

AIDS  Action  Committee  —  }6  HavHand 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  267-7573 
Education  and  support  group  for  people  with 
AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends  and 
health  care  providers.  Provides  speakers, 
conducts  forums,  rap  groups,  hospice- 
trained  volunteers,  hotline  information  and 
referrals.  Associated  with  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733 
AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  informa¬ 
tion,  referrals  and  befriending  about  AIDS. 
Trained  volunteers. 

AIDS  Benefit  Review  Committee 
(267-7573)  or  (725-4849) 

Joint  subcommittee  of  Mayor’s  Committee 
on  AIDS  and  AIDS  Action  Committee  to 
coordinate  AIDS  fundraisers,  monitor  pro¬ 
cess  and  review  results.  All  groups  of  in- 
!  dividuals  planning  AIDS  fundraisers  are  en- 
I  couraged  to  coordinate  their  efforts  with  the 
I  subcommittee, 
i  AIDS  Hotline  —  (424-5916) 

I  The  Community  Infectious  Disease 
I  Epidemiology  Program  of  the  City  of 
Boston.  Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer 
questions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 


lects  city  wide  data  from  hospitals  on  AIDS 
cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for  Disease 
Control  in  Atlanta,  officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Onter 

16  HavUand  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115 
(267-7573) 

Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  A  gay  sen¬ 
sitive  health  care  facility.  Participates  in 
research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

80  Boyiston  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116 
(542-5118) 

Drop-in  support  group  every  Monday  for 
people  dealing  with  AIDS  anxiety.  One-on- 
one  counseling  for  AIDS  anxiety  also 
available. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  — -  6:00 pm  to  mid¬ 
night,  M-F  (426-9371) 

Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  refer¬ 
rals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Mass¬ 
achusetts  —  117  Harvard  Street,  Dorchester, 
MA  02124  (436-2808) 


Provides  information,  referrals,  support  and 
emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with  AIDS 
and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  Room  608, 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201 
(725-4849) 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and  city 
health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media  outlet. 
Conducts  forums  and  provides  speakers, 
distributes  AIDS  brochures,  referrals. 
National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline 
(1-800-221-7044) 

Toll  free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Omega  Hospice  and  Bereavement  Program 
270  Washington  Street,  Somerville,  MA 
02143  (776-6369) 

Ongoing  free  support  group  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  dealing  with  life-threatening  illness. 
Springfield  Downtown  Ministry  /Council  of 
Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street  Room  205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402  (737-4125) 
Counseling  and  referrals. 
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Speaking  Out - 

Understanding  Mel 


By  Beverly  A .  Smith 

Racism. 

I  have  written  of  this  before  and  sometimes  I  feel  that  even  if  I  published  a  thousand 
books  I  would  still  never  be  able  to  convey  to  some  of  you  the  daily  horror  of  being  Black  in 
this  country  and  in  this  city. 

To  be  Black,  especially  here  in  Boston,  is  to  live  in  constant  terror.  I  am  talking  about 
the  fear  of  violence  on  every  level,  from  the  psychic  assault  of  verbal  abuse  to  the  physical 
annihilation  of  death.  How  do  I  explain  to  you  the  spiritual  damage  inflicted  by  the  hateful 
looks,  the  unsmiling  faces,  the  stone-cold  words  which  are  a  routine  part  of  interactions  be¬ 
tween  whites  and  people  of  color  here. 

The  ethos  of  racism  in  Boston,  which  says  it’s  perfectly  fine  to  hate  and  denigrate  Black 
people,  puts  our  city  in  league  with  the  nightmare  towns  of  the  old  South  —  Birmingham, 
Montgomery,  Jackson. 

I  support  Mel  because  I  know  that  he  alone,  among  the  candidates,  understands  this 
horror.  He  alone  is  deeply  committed  to  ending  it.  He  alone  has  the  necessary  compassion  to 
begin  to  heal  ^hese  wounds. 

Over  the  years  just  knowing  that  there  was  one  Black  man  in  public  life,  who  walked 
with  dignity,  who  spoke  against  oppression,  who  acted  with  integrity,  made  it  a  little  easier 
for  me  to  continue  to  live  and  struggle  here. 

Mel  gave  me  hope. 

Now  my  support  of  Mel  could  be  dismissed,  or  taken  for  granted  because,  after  all,  we 
are  both  Black.  This  conclusion,  of  course,  is  merely  an  example  of  the  type  of  solipsistic 
thinking  engendered  by  the  racial  narrowness  of  this  culture. 

I  would  not  be  writing  in  support  of  just  any  Black  candidate  who  happened  to  be  run¬ 
ning  for  mayor.  Quiet  as  it’s  kept,  conservatives  and  reactionaries  come  in  all  colors.  I  sup¬ 
port  Mel  because  he  stands  for  and  cares  about  all  of  my  deepest  concerns.  I  support  him 
because  his  politics  are  in  harmony  with  my  Black  lesbian  feminist  commitment  to  ending 
racism  and  sexism  and  homophobia  and  class  oppression. 


Why  We  Support  Mel  King 

By  Craig  Jackson 

Few  activists  or  progressives  in  the  city  of  Boston  would  deny  that  Mel  King  is  the  most 
progressive  candidate  in  this  year’s  Boston  mayoral  race.  Mel,  throughout  his  life,  has  con¬ 
sistently  fought  for  the  rights  of  the  oppressed,  whether  they  be  poor  people  fighting  for  de¬ 
cent  health  care  and  housing,  neighborhoods  fighting  urban  renewal,  gay  people  fighting 
for  equal  treatment,  women  fighting  for  control  of  their  own  bodies,  workers  fighting  for 
union  representation,  or  tenants  fighting  against  condominium  conversion  and  exorbitant 
rents.  Mel  King  has  not  taken  these  positions  because  it  is  an  election  year,  as  it  appears  some 
candidates  may  have.  In  every  major  struggle  throughout  his  career,  Mel  King  has  been 
there  lending  his  support  if  not  actually  taking  the  lead  in  the  battle. 

Thus,  one  would  think  that  progressive  organizations  in  the  city  would  undoubtedly  en¬ 
dorse  Mel  King  for  mayor.  Surprisingly,  however,  several  of  these  groups  and  individuals 
have  recently  endorsed  other  candidates.  BL/GPA  (the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
Alliance)  came  out  for  DiCara;  MTO  (the  Massachusetts  Tenants  Organization)  came  out 
for  Flynn;  and  even  Barney  Frank  (the  “liberal’s  liberal”),  who  supported  Mel  in  the  last 
race,  has  now  come  out  for  Kearney.  It  is  instructive  to  examine  the  possible  reasons  for 
these  endorsements.  Further,  this  examination  will  serve  to  clarify  why  BWMT/Boston 
(Black  and  White  Men  Together)  has  decided  to  support  Mel  in  this  race. 

Clearly  these  groups  and  many  individuals  feel  that  “Mel  King  can’t  win.”  There  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  three  reasons  for  this  negative  attitude.  They  are:  1)  underlying  racist  attitudes;  2) 
a  fear  of  challenging  power;  and  3)  acceptance  of  racism  in  the  city  of  Boston.  Each  of  these 
may  be  expressed  overtly,  but  more  often  they  will  be  couched  in  other  terms  or  merely  felt 
and  not  expressed.  Let’s  examine  each  one. 

1.  Non-support  for  Mel  King  may  reveal  underlying  racist  attitudes.  Let’s  face  it  —  we 
all  have  grown  up  in  a  racist  society  and  been  influenced  by  the  mores  of  that  society.  Being  a 
member  of  a  “progressive”  organization  does  not  necessarily  completely  change  that  in¬ 
fluence.  What  generally  does  happen,  however,  is  that  being  “progressive,”  one  does  not 
make  overtly  racist  remarks  but  often  cloaks  them  in  other  language.  For  example,  one 
might  say  that  “Mel’s  a  good  man,  but  he  wouldn’t  make  a  good  administrator.”  It  is  im¬ 
portant  to  recognize  this  type  of  remark  and  to  question  closely  the  reasons  behind  it. 

2.  Non-support  for  Mel  King  may  indicate  a  fear  of  challenging  “real  power.”  Reason¬ 
ing  that  Mel  has  made  too  many  politically  powerful  enemies,  one  might  conclude  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  elect  him,  and  that  even  if  elected  he  would  be  unable  to  function  as 
an  effective  mayor.  If  one  takes  this  attitude,  one  might  as  well  not  vote  at  all  since  one  sees 
no  hope  for  real  change.  By  not  challenging  the  status  quo,  one  affirms  existing  power  rela¬ 
tionships. 

3.  The  statement  that  “Mel  King  can’t  win”  implies  an  acceptance  of  racism  in  the  city 
of  Boston.  One  may  reason  that  even  though  Mel  King  is  the  best  candidate,  that  this  is 
Boston  after  all,  and  there’s  no  way  that  the  majority  of  voters  would  elect  a  black  man  to  be 
mayor.  One  justifies  this  position  by  saying  that  the  climate  is  too  polarized,  and  that  there  is 
too  much  racial  hatred  here.  One  may  even  feel  that  if  Mel  King  were  elected  that  racial 
polarization  would  increase.  To  take  this  position  affirms  racism  in  our  society,  strengthens 
its  power  over  our  lives,  and  makes  challenging  its  power  even  more  difficult.  Further,  by 
assuming  that  ordinary  people  can  not  change  their  racist  attitudes  is  both  elitist  and  self- 
defeating  because  it  is  only  by  encouraging  anti-racist  attitudes  among  all  segments  of  socie¬ 
ty  that  racism  will  ever  be  defeated. 

How  can  we  change  our  society  from  one  of  racial  hatred  to  one  of  racial  harmony; 
from  one  of  oppression  of  those  less  powerful  and  rich  to  one  that  guarantees  to  all  the 
necessities  and  some  of  the  pleasures  of  life?  Certainly,  not  by  giving  in  to  the  forces  of 
racism.  Instead,  we  must  be  alert  to  the  racist  nature  of  our  society  and  of  how  pervasive  it 
is.  But  we  must  do  much  more.  We  must  fight  it  in  every  way  we  can.  We  can  not  be  afraid  to 
challenge  the  status  quo,  to  buck  the  political  tide,  and  to  fight  for  a  just  society. 

Mel  King  stands  for  change.  His  candidacy  provides  us  with  the  opportunity  to 
challenge  racism  and  oppression  in  the  city  of  Boston.  As  Black  and  White  Men  Together 
(BWMT/Boston)  we  have  stated  both  explicitly  and  implicitly  that  we  have  a  vision  of  racial 
equality.  Our  support  of  Mel  King  is  an  affirmation  of  that  hope  and  of  our  vision. 


There  is  something  else  I  need  to  say  here.  Something  that  relates  to  every  person  who 
reads  these  words.  It  is  about  vision,  a  word  I  learned  form  the  great  Black  lesbian  feminist 
poet,  Audre  Lorde. 

I  have  known  for  a  long  time  that  the  reason  Mel  makes  so  many  different  kinds  of  peo¬ 
ple  uneasy  is  because  he  is  not  only  a  progressive,  but  a  visionary.  That  makes  his  politics 
and  his  very  presence  profoundly  disturbing  to  the  parts  of  us  that  have  settled  for  the 
prevailing  reality,  for  this  “so-called  society  we  got  here.”!  Most  politicians  advocate  pro¬ 
grams  and  strategies.  Mel  advocates  dreams.  He  believes  in  and  acts  on  his  visions  of  a 
humane  future  for  all  of  Boston’s  people. 

During  Mel’s  first  campaign  for  mayor  1  had  a  flash.  1  realized  that  he  was  right.  That 
we  could  change  this  city  right  now,  make  it  a  viable  and  even  joyful  place  for  us  all  to  live  — 
if  we,  like  him,  really  began  to  believe  in  and  act  on  our  visions.  If  we  did  everything  we 
could  do  for  change  right  now,  and  not  wait  till  “after  the  revolution.” 

Now  understand  me,  even  if  we  pushed  our  activism  and  our  optimism  to  the  limit,  we 
still  would  not  have  our  revolution.  But  we  would  have  moved  a  quantum  leap  towards  a 
just  world,  a  cherished  earth. 

Imagine  what  we  might  do  if  we  removed  the  fetters  from  our  waking  and  our  sleeping 
dreams. 

In  Boston,  with  Mel,  we  have  a  rare  chance  to  live  a  “visionary  present. ”t  If  you  went 
into  this  election  season  believing  that  Mel  could  not  win,  I  encourage  you  to  reconsider.  If 
you  are  saying  right  now  that  even  when  Mel  wins  the  runoff  next  Tuesday,  a  Black  man  still 
cannot  be  elected  mayor,  think  again. 

I  encourage  all  of  us  to  vote  and  work  and  send  money  to  bring  into  being  a  future  we 
deserve. 
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Larry  DICara  and  the  Gay  Vote 

By  Tom  Me  Naught 

For  the  first  time  in  Boston’s  electoral  politics,  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  has 
politically  come  out  of  the  closet.  We  have  made  it  clear  to  the  candidates,  the  electorate,  the 
press,  and  the  media  that  in  this  year’s  Mayor’s  race,  the  gay  vote  will  be  heard  and  Boston 
will  join  the  ranks  with  Washington,  D.C.,  Houston,  and  San  Francisco  as  a  city  where  gay 
and  lesbian  voters  influenced  the  outcome  of  the  election  of  the  city’s  mayor.  Boston  is 
watching.  Senators  McKenna  and  Walsh  are  watching,  and  political  analysts  are  most  cer¬ 
tainly  watching.  Can  and  will  the  gay  community  deliver  on  their  threat  to  affect  the  out¬ 
come  of  this  election?  Is  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  politically  sophisticated 
enough  to  make  their  vote  felt?  The  answer  will  come  this  Tuesday  when  the  votes  cast  for 
I  Larry  DiCara  are  tabulated. 

I  As  the  only  candidate  endorsed  for  Mayor  by  both  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay 
s  Political  Alliance  and  the  Massachusetts  Gay  Political  Caucus,  Larry  DiCara’s  candidacy  is 
being  viewed  by  both  the  press  and  political  analysts  as  a  barometer  of  gay  voting  strength, 
s  And  in  an  election  where  16  to  26  percent  of  the  voters  still  remain  undecided,  and  with  15 
3  percent  of  the  City’s  electorate  being  gay  or  lesbian,  some  analysts  privately  agree  that  this 
election  is  indeed  a  four  candidate  race.  As  with  most  elections,  this  one  will  be  decided  in 
the  final  few  days  and  we  have  every  opportunity  to  be  a  factor  in  its  outcome. 

The  recent  endorsement  of  Larry  DiCara  by  Boston’s  new  gay  and  lesbian  newspaper 
Bay  Windows  can  only  serve  to  underscore  the  consensus  of  our  community.  As  the 
editorial  states,  “Larry  DiCara  has  a  powerful  vision  of  how  Boston  can  better  provide  for 
everyone  who  lives  here  and  he  has  the  leadership  abilities  and  competence  to  move  us  in  the 
direction  of  that  vision ...  of  all  the  candidates,  Larry  DiCara  best  brings  together  the  ex¬ 
perience  and  the  vision,  the  leadership  and  intelligence,  to  be  the  next  Mayor  of  Boston.” 

Larry  was  not  handed  this  or  any  of  the  other  endorsements  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Community.  He  earned  them.  Since  being  elected  to  the  City  Council  in  1971  at  the  age  of 
22,  Larry  DiCara  has  been  a  progressive  and  liberal  force  in  a  city  known  for  its  social  and 
political  conservatism.  As  early  as  1973,  he  co-sponsored  legislation  for  district  representa¬ 
tion  which  would  guarantee  a  political  voice  for  all  minorities,  a  move  which  finally  sees 
fruition  this  year.  His  toughest  times  on  the  Council  came  in  the  early  years  of  court  ordered 
school  desegregation  when  he  was  the  only  councilor  to  refuse  to  wear  a  “Stop  Busing”  but¬ 
ton  or  march  in  antibusing  rallies.  In  1975  he  again  stood  alone  by  casting  the  only  vote  in 
opposition  to  tax  credits  for  non-public  education.  While  Larry’s  positions  on  these  issues 
nearly  cost  him  his  Council  seat,  he  never  allowed  the  tide  of  public  sentiment  to  deter  him 
from  doing  what  he  felt  and  knew  was  right.  Though  some  of  the  city’s  electorate  may  have 
disagreed  with  Larry’s  more  enlightened  positions,  they  nevertheless  recognized  his  proven 
leadership.  He  was  consistently  reelected  to  the  council,  and  served  as  the  youngest  City 
Council  President  ever  elected  by  his  peers  in  1978. 

Whether  it  be  in  sponsoring  a  City  Council  resolution  to  honor  Martin  Luther  King  in 
1973,  co-sponsoring  the  1978  City  Council  Resolution  endorsing  the  Equal  Rights  Amend¬ 
ment,  sponsoring  and  participating  in  the  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund  Dinner,  or  march¬ 
ing  in  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Pride  Parade,  Larry  DiCara  has  consistently  been  in  the 
forefront  in  bringing  about  reform  and  change  in  City  government  and  in  working  for  the 
removal  of  the  barriers  to  equal  access  for  Boston’s  minorities. 

Members  of  the  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance  and  the  Massachusetts  Gay 
Political  Caucus  knew,  that  in  endorsing  Larry  DiCara  for  Mayor,  he  would  do  more  than 
grant  gays  and  lesbians  access  to,  and  a  place  in.  City  Hall  —  he  would  also  serve  as  an  ar¬ 
ticulate  champion  of  our  rights  and  the  rights  of  all  Boston  residents.  Certainly  his  record 
documents  this  and  continues  to  do  so,  right  up  to  the  final  days  before  this  important  elec¬ 
tion.  When  Senators  Walsh  and  McKenna  publicly  referred  to  our  community  last  Monday 
as  “queers,”  “perverts,”  and  “fags  and  lesbos,”  Larry  DiCara  was  the  only  mayoral  can¬ 
didate  to  stand  about  the  rest  and  speak  out  against  the  homophobic  and  dangerous 
remarks.  “I  am  embarrassed,”  he  stated  in  his  press  conference,  “that  in  this  day  and  age, 
members  of  our  community  can  resort  to  name  calling  and  personal  attacks  on  the  members 
of  any  minority  community.  I  have  always  believed  it  is  the  moral  obligation  of  elected  of¬ 
ficials  to  fight  discrimination  —  whatever  form  it  might  take.  I  intend  to  be  Mayor  of  all  the 
people  and  will  work  to  eliminate  discrimination,  harassment,  and  violence  directed  against 
people  because  of  the  color  of  their  skin,  their  sex,  their  ethnicity,  or  their  sexual 
preference.” 

Perhaps  the  day  will  someday  come  when  gays  and  lesbians  enjoy  full  and  equal  rights 
and  opportunities,  when  no  elected  official  or  individual  will  dare  hurl  epithets  at  our  com¬ 
munity,  and  when  progressive  and  proven  leaders  will  no  longer  have  to  publicly  rise  to 
speak  out  in  defense  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  human  individual.  But  until  that  time 
comes,  Boston’s  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community  needs  a  proven,  experienced,  qualified,  and 
most  importantly,  an  articulate  individual  in  the  Office  of  the  Mayor.  And  that  individual  is 
Larry  DiCara. 


“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  ppipion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feeiings  and  coiiiments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  In  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  In  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FL,  Boston,  MA  02111 


Mel  King 


Larry  DiCara 
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EARN  LUNCH  MONEY 
SEND  YOUR  LOVER 
TO  PARIS 


ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


SERVING  THE  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 
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THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  G.AV 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1 .00  (POSTAGE  AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  FOR  APPLICATION  TO. 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


GCN  is  looking  for  respon¬ 
sible  men  and  women  to 
join  our  staff  as  advertis¬ 
ing  representatives.  And 
you  don't  even  have  to 
dress  up.  Call  Hershey  at 
426-4469  today. 
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•  $15  and  up,  24-hour 
service 
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marketable  skills  & 
.strengths 

•  Full  .service — Campaign 
package 

•  Saturday  &  Evening  hours 

CAREER  RESUME 
At  Downtown  Crossing 

77  Summer  Si.,  Boston 
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A  genuini 
value  on 
genuine  Bausch 
&  Lomb  Soflens 


They're  easy  on  your  lifestyle,  and  easy 
on  your  eyes  because  they're  soft  and  so 
natural  filing. 

And  they  're  easy  on  your  budget,  too. 
Because  only  South  Shore  Eye  has  gen¬ 
uine  Bausch  &  Lomb  Soflens  for  $55.* 
That's  right,  genuine  Bausch  S  lomb 
soft  contacts  —  notan  imitation  or  a 
cheap  substitute.  These  are  the  lenses 
you 've  heard  about  —  actually  made  with 
water,  so  they  feel  natural  and  comfort¬ 
able  all  the  time. 


And  remember.. .most  Soflens  pre¬ 
scriptions  can  be  ready  in  one  hour. 

&  come  in  to  South  Shore  Eye  Associ¬ 
ates  today.  Bausch  &  Lomb  Soflens  is 
just  one  example  of  why  we  say  we've 
got  the  best  values  in  sight! 

$5500 

'Some  prescriptions  cannot  be  fined  with  Sofhnt  brand  It 
this  is  so  m  your  case,  we  ll  tell  you  Professional  services 
are  not  included  in  the  lens  price 


Permalens®  $99*  Complete  eye  examination  $25 
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Best  Auto  Mechanic 


J&S  Automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 

Boston 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage, 
but  there  are  all  these  weird  little 
things  about  it.  Reggae  music  is 
blasting  away,  signs  for  political  and 
union  meetings  are  taped  up.  the 
mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and 
sometimes  it’s  hard  to  find  anyone  in 
charge.  J&S  has  been  Boston's  hip- 
pest  garage  for  years  and  years  and 


for  the  last  few  years,  it’s  also  been 
the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t  know 
how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So. 
over  the  years,  they  kept  learning  new 
makes  and  new  techniques,  and  now 
can  repair  about  anything.  Their 
speciality  is  still  the  prepollution- 
equipment  on  Dodge  Darts  and 
Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics  of 
reliability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on 
the  antique  vehicles  for  the  movie 
‘  ‘Tbe  -Bri  n  ks-  J  ob.  ’ ' 


(Reprinted  from  Real  Paper.  "Best  of  Boston,"  Fall.  1980) 

BODY  WORK  TOO'  " 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE,  277  Northampton  St. 

One  Block  From  Mass.  Ave  Busline  267-0300 


“BE  THE  BODY  YOU  LIKE  TO  LOOK  AT” 

Personalized  Instruction  At  All  Levels 

•  BODYBUILDING 

•  MUSCLE  TONING 

•  AEROBICS 

•  HEAVYHANDS 

•  POWERLIFTING 

•  CONDITIONING 

•  WEIGHT-TRAINING 

We  can  teach  vou'  *  ATHLETIC  TRAINER 

Sn  Ilach  yoai  *  STRENGTH  SUPPLEMENTS 

1355A  WASHINGTON  ST.  BOSTON  MA  02118  - 617-451-3514 

COME  WORK  OUT  WHERE  YOU  CAN  BE 
YOURSELF 


THE  FINEST  X-RATED  ALL  MALE  MOVIES,  NOW  IN  BOTH  CINEMAS  1  &  2 

204  tremont  st 
482-4661 

•  NEW  SHOW  WEEKLY  DIRECT  FROM  SAN  FRANCISCO* 

•  CONTINUOUS  FROM  10  A  M.  * 
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SWAP  MEET 
SAVAGE  RIDES  AGAIN 


VIDEO  ENCOUNTERS 
NIGHT  AT  HALSTAD’S 


New  T  V  Lounge  Featuring  Best  in  Gay  Video  Pius  Special  Sports 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

NO.  STATION 

CINEMA  2  •  227-0513 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

“PERFORMANCE” 
“TRUCK  IT” 
and 

‘PASSING  STRANGERS” 


Notes 

Compiled  by  Michael  Bronski 
and  Jeremy  Grainger. 

Incest  Support  Group 

A  drop-in  discussion  group  for  women  with 
incest  histories  will  be  meeting  at  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Women’s  Center  the  third  Thursday  of 
every  month  beginning  in  October. 

The  topics  for  the  first  series  are;  Oct.  20, 
Breaking  the  Silence;  Nov.  17,  Self-Image;  Dec. 
15,  Trust.  The  support  group  is  being  sponsored 
by  Incest  Resources  and  there  is  no  charge. 
The  group  will  meet  at  the  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central  Square  7:30- 
9:30  PM.  For  more  information  call  (617) 
492-1818. 

“Tutu,  too?”  “Yes  dear,  tutu  too” 

The  world-renown  Les  Ballets  Trockadero  will 
glissade  with  style  and  gender-fuck  into  the 
Boston  Opera  House  on  October  19-21  and  the 
Plymouth  Theater  in  Worcester  on  the  22  and  23 
A  highly  developed  all-male  troupe  of  prima 
ballerinas,  the  Trocks  manage  to  do  more  to  and 
with  ballet  than  you  ever  thought  possible 
Tickets  range  from  $9.50  to  $25.00.  More  infor¬ 
mation  is  available  at  (617)  482-0650  in  Boston  or 
(617)  755-9139  in  Worcester. 

Benefit 

Exodus  Center  will  be  sponsoring  a  special 
benifit  performance  of  Double  Edge  Theater  Pro¬ 
ductions  My  Sister  in  this  House  on  Thursday, 
October  13  at  8  PM. 

The  newest  Double  Edge  production  has  re¬ 
ceived  rave  review  from  GCN,  the  Pheonix  and 
the  Boston  Globe.  Tickets  are  available  for  an 
$8.00  per  person  minimum  donation.  For  more 
information  call  Exodus  Center  at  (617)  266-0612. 

Bostonians  in  NY 

Native  Bostonian  poets  Stephanie  Byrd  and 
Ron  Schreiber  will  be  reading  along  with  New 
Yorker  Dorothy  Allison  at  the  Open  Lines  Writers 
Festival  at  the  Washington  Square  Church,  135 
West  4th  St.,  NY  at  5:00  PM  on  October  16.  There 
is  a  suggested  donation  of  $2.50.  More  informa¬ 
tion  can  be  obtained  from  (212)  777-2528. 


Choral  Majority 

The  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus  will  present  A 
Concert  to  Life  on  October  13  at  8  PM  at  Jordan 
Hall. 

The  concert  will  consist  of  works  by  Bruckner, 
Pinkham  and  Sondheim  with  a  selection  of 
popular  music,  Broadway  tunes  and  madrigals. 
Tickets  range  in  price  from  $5.00  to  $25.00  and 
are  available  at  the  Jordan  Hall  Box  office  or 
Glad  Day  bookstore.  The  concert  will  be  a 
benefit  for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  For 
more  information  call  (617)  426-9371. 


Softball 


The  Key  to  the  Urban  Division 

Without  ever  having  played  and  won  a 
complete  playoff  game,  The  Key  finally 
triumphed  over  Somewhere  Else  in  the 
finals  to  win  the  Urban  Division  title. 

Somewhere  Else  took  the  first  game, 
with  a  close  score  of  19-18,  and  was 
awarded  the  second  playoff  game  after 
The  Key,  leading  2-0  in  the  bottom  of  the 
fifth,  illegally  re-entered  a  player  into  the 
lineup.  The  Key,  however,  had  protested 
the  game  prior  to  play,  challenging  the 
eligibility  of  at  least  two  Somewhere  Else 
players.  League  rules  state  that  to  qualify 
for  the  playoffs,  a  player  must  have  com¬ 
pleted  five  regular  season  games. 

The  burden  of  proof  rested  with 
Somewhere  Else  and  due  to  a  lost 


scorebook  and  a  ruling  that  an  extra,  tie¬ 
breaker  game  could  not  count  as  regular 
season  play,  one  player  was  found  ineligi¬ 
ble  by  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation. 

With  games  split  one  apiece.  The  Key 
again  won  by  a  forfeit  when  Somewhere 
Else  was  unable  to  field  a  full  team  for  the 
final  match. 

The  Key  went  on  to  defeat  the  Lucy 
Stones  (Metro  Division)  13-6,  in  the 
Mayor’s  Cup  Tournament,  a  double¬ 
elimination  contest  involving  all  11  divi¬ 
sion  winners.  They  fell  to  the  Dilligafs  (Do  I 
look  like  I  give  a  fuck;  Western  Division) 
10-6  in  their  second  game,  and  later  were 
bumped  out  of  the  trophy  race  by  the  Bus 
Stop  Pub  (American  Division)  20-4. 


The  Key 


4-0,  12-3 

The  Kev 

Putnam 

18-19,  7-0,  7-0  (forfeits) 

Somewhere  Else 

The  Key 

n/a 

Somewhere  Else 

Sisterhood 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D. 
STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St. #855, 
Boston,  MA  021 1 6 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 


GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 


FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
MA,  COUNSELING 
110  Orchard  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  628-6988 

NORTH  SHORE  CMHC 
COUNSELING 
47  Congress  St. 

Salem,  MA  01970 
(617)  744-5322 


ALLAN  SINGER,  LICSW 
PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
Copley  Square 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-2240 

COUNSELING 
ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 
Westboro,  MA  01581 
(617)  366-8576 

MASS.  BAY 
COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave.  #331 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-0225 

DENTISTRY 

DR.RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROlPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 

D.M.D. 

739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 

PODIATRY 

A  HOUSECALL 
Jeanne  M.  Arnold,  DPM 
William  A.  Sandberg, 
DPM 

(617)  396-7527 


ACUPUNCTURE 

SEAN  VARNUM 
33  Newman  Rd 
Malden,  MA  02148 
(617)  321-8818 


LANDSCAPE  DESIGN 

THE  BEST  LANDSCAPE 
DESIGN  CO. 

53  Hawthorne  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-6377 

REMODELING 

T.H.E.  CONTRACTORS, 
INC. 

36  Pine  St. 

Chelsea,  MA  02150 
(617)  889-4347 

HOME  REPAIRS 

GEORGE  W.  CASPER 
47  Waldeck  St. 
Dorchester,  MA  02124 
(617)  288-3228 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 


LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 

WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 


INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

GYMS 

SOUTH  END  GYM 
46  Waitham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 
(617)451-3514 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridoe,  MA 
497-9776 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your 
business  or  service  listed  (for 
only  $100.00  per  year)  call 
426-4469. 


175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA,  02114 
(617)227-0513 


PLACE/HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  St. 

Boston,  MA 
(617)  267-9150 
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The  GCN  weekly 
calendar  Includes 
events  in  the  Boston 
area  of  interest  to  the 
lesbian  and  gay  com¬ 
munity.  We  try  not  to 
leave  anything  out  but 
remember,  we  depend 
on  you  to  keep  us  in¬ 
formed.  Let  us  know 
as  early  as  possible 
what  your  group  is 
planning. 

The  deadline  is  Fri¬ 
day  noon  for  the 
following  issue.  Just 
send  the  information 
to  GCN  Calendar,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Fifth 
Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 
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Calendar  compiled  by  Jeremy  Grainger 
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The  Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus,  shown  here  In  rehearsal,  will  present  a 
Life  to  benefit  the  AIDS  Action  Committee  on  October  13.  See  Notes  on 
of  Calendar. 


A  Monumental  Collage 


Memory  Babe:  A  Critical  Biography 
of  Jack  Kerouac 

Gerald  Nicosia 
Grove  Press 
New  York 

744  pp.,  $22.50  hardback 

Reviewed  by  Freddie  Greenfield 


Memory  Babe  is  the  most  comprehensive 
biography  I’ve  ever  had  the  pleasure  of 
reading,  the  ash  heap  of  the  beat  generation 
finely  resifted  (and  one  insignificant  little  clinker  is 
yours  truly)  in  search  of  exciting  memorabilia,  and 
it’s  all  contained  here  in  744  pages,  including  sources 
and  notes. 

Behind  the  little  hill  with  the  Cross,  at 
the  end  of  the  Stations  of  the  Cross,  Jack 
found  the  parochial-school  boys  playing 
with  their  “dingdongs.”  He  tried  playing 
with  his  own,  and  when  the  priest  found 
out  he  make  Jack  say  a  whole  rosary  plus 
ten  Notre  Peres  and  ten  Salut  Maries  as 
penance.  Another  time,  when  Jack  told 
him  he  had  been  peeking  at  another  boy’s 
penis  at  the  urinals,  the  priest  gave  him  an 
equally  hard  penance  —  after  first  asking, 
“How  big  was  it?’’  Of  these  early  ties 
between  religion  and  sex.  Jack  would 
write,  “The  Church  carried  me  from  one 
Savior  to  another’’  —  meaning,  probably, 
that  sin  made  him  conscious  of  his 
responsibility  to  other  people,  of  his  really 
belonging  to  society,  (p.  30) 

Another  clue  to  Kerouac’s  sexual  interests:  he 
modeled  two  of  his  hero  figures  on  Neal  Cassady: 
Dean  Moriarity  in  On  the  Road,  his  most  noted 
work,  and  Cody  Pomeroy  in  his  not-so-heralded 
book.  Visions  of  Cody.  In  the  latter,  JK’s  publishers, 
for  unfathomable  reasons,  had  him  alter  the 
identities.  Neal,  at  the  time  he  first  met  JK,  was 
having  an  affaair  with  Allen  Ginsberg  and  it  was  no 
secret  that  on  occasion  he  was  tumbling  around  in 
bed  with  William  Burroughs.  Describing  their  first 
meeting: 

It  was  Jack’s  first  glimpse  of  the 
“Nietzschean  hero”  Hal  had  been  telling 
him  about,  the  love  god  whom  women 
adored:  half  slender-hipped  cowboy  like 
Gene  Autry,  half  Greek  athletic 
champion,  with  a  sex  organ  big  enough 
for  both. 

This  time  Jack  stayed  with  Neal  until 
dawn,  drinking  beer  and  talking,  (p.  175) 
McMurphy,  the  hero  in  Ken  Kesey’s  One  Flew 
Over  the  Cuckoo ’s  Nest,  is  also  drawn  from  a  model 
of  Neal  Cassady,  as  is  the  actual  driver  of  Ken 
Kesey’s  rainbow-colored  bus  in  Tom  Wolfe’s  Kool 
Aid  Acid  Test. 

That  the  gay  literati  have  yet  to  claim  Kerouac  as  a 
gay  man  isn’t  any  wonder.  That  he  lacked  a  post- 
Stonewall  sensibility  bordering,  on  the  smarmy 
Catholic  boy-sex-death  visions  of  purgatory  forever, 
yes.  But  mustn’t  we  take  the  good  with  the  bad?,  and 
quite  a  few  of  JK’s  descriptive  passages  about  men  in 
his  life  could  only  be  written  by  a  gay  men.  That  is 
not  to  say  that  if  JK  had  lived  beyond  his  46  years  he 
would  ever  have  overcome  his  seemingly  self¬ 
destructive  sexual  contradictions,  as  author  Nicosia 
points  out: 

There  were  other,  more  practical 
differences  between  Allen  [Ginsberg]  and 
Jack;  and  between  Alien  and  Bill 
[Burroughs],  on  one  side,  and  Jack  and 
Hal  [Chase]  on  the  other.  The 
fundamental  split  was  between  “queer” 
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and  “straight”  sexuality,  and  between  the 
respective  attitudes  toward  life 
engendered  by  those  two  lifestyles. 
Whatever  Jack’s  homosexual  experience 
—  and  he  certainly  had  sex  with  men  far 
less  regularly  than*"  with  women  —  he 
fought  all  his  life  against  the  label  queer. 

It  wasn’t  just  a  matter  of  defending  his 
masculinity;  for  when  drunk  he  often 
boasted  of  the  men  who  had  “blown” 
him,  invited  other  men  to  do  so,  or 
challenged  men  to  let  him  fuck  them.  But 
he  believed  in  man’s  role  as  the  head  of 
the  family,  as  the  ruggedly  honest, 
stoically  suffering  breadwinner  who 
“took  no  shit  from  anyone,”  the  role 
personified  by  his  father,  as  well  as 
countless  film  heroes  from  Jean  Gabin  to 
Gary  Cooper.  The  “queer”  stance  — 
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Rob  Schmieder 

sniffling,  sardonic,  dissembling  —  seemed 
the  very  opposite  of  this.  (pps.  154,  155) 

But  as  I  say,  gay,  despite  what  he  thought  his  role 
was  or  should  be. 

This  summary  of  Kerouac’s  sexuality  is 
composed  from  a  variety  of  sources... 
including  Ted  Berrigan  (May  1978)  with 
whom  Kerouac  had  discussed  his  sexual 
experiences  in  great  detail  as  part  of  the 
interview  Berrigan  did  with  him  for  the 
Paris  Review  —  a  section  of  the  interview 
that  was  never  printed.  In  a  letter  to 
Kerouac,  Oct.  29,  1958,  Ginsberg 

reminded  Kerouac  of  his  tendency  to 
challenge  men  in  public:  “C’mon  I’ll  fuck 
you.”  Manuel  “Chiefy”  Nobriga  and 
several  of  the  habitues  of  Nicky’s  Bar  in 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 
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Men  and  Friendship 


Ry  Stuart  Miller 

Houghton  Mifflin  Company 

Boston 

1983,  206  pp.,  SI 3. 95 

Men  and  Friendship  isn’t  so  much 
the  backlash  against  feminism  that  one 
might  expect,  as  it  is  not  about  very 
much  at  all.  In  the  wake  of,  though  not 
necessarily  following  the  lead  of,  the 
women’s  movement,  the  men’s  move¬ 
ment  has  tried  to  find  and  foster 
corresponding  goals  and  expectations. 
Stuart  Miller  claims  that  men  have 
great  friendships  (with  other  men) 
when  they  are  young  and  that  these 
friendships  end  when  they  enter  adult¬ 
hood.  Keenly  feeling  the  lack  of  these 
relationships.  Miller  has  attempted — 
through  personal  and  social  analysis — 
to  discover  and  analyze  what  prevents 
men  from  pursuing  and  sustaining 
more  lasting  bonds  with  one  another. 
It  is  an  interesting  and  worthy  attempt, 
but  Miller  is  unable  to  cut  through  his 
emotional  thickheadedness  enough  to 
come  to  any  clear  conclusions. 

Most  of  the  obvious  points  are  cov¬ 
ered — men  are  taught  to  be  competi¬ 
tive,  unfeeling,  aggressive,  etc. — and 
Miller  is  clearly  sincere  in  trying  to 
forge  a  new  way  of  dealing  with  rela¬ 
tionships,  but  most  of  the  time  he 
doesn’t  seem  to  have  the  foggiest  no¬ 
tion  of  how  to  go  about  it  or  even  why. 
He  does  know  that  you  should,  and  so 
plunges  ahead.  There  is  some  basic 
speculation  on  the  differences  between 
European  and  American  men,  some 
very  slight  class  analysis  and  lots  of 
psychobabble  about  feelings.  Miller 
flounders  most,  however,  when  he  tries 
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to  discuss  the  “fear  of  homosexuality’’ 
as  being  a  barrier  to  male  friendships. 
He  insists  that  the  “importance  of  sex¬ 
uality  to  friendship  is  easily  exagger¬ 
ated’’  and  pushes  “the  obvious  idea 
that  in  human  love  sex  is  not  every¬ 
thing.  . .’’  and  often  not  even  involved 
at  all. 

Miller’s  fear  of  examining  the  role  of 
sexuality  in  male/male  friendships 
skews  his  book  completely.  Not  only 
does  he  avoid  a  major  component  in 
everyone’s  life,  but  he  totally  betrays 
his  heterosexist  bias.  There  is  almost 
no  mention  of  gay  male  friendships,  or 
even  friendships  between  gay  and 
straight  men.  After  awhile  you  begin  to 
wonder  whether  Miller  is  really  inter¬ 
ested  in  pursuing  his  topic.  In  206 
pages  he  manages  to  turn  Men  and 
■  Friendship  from  an  interesting  title  to 
an  oxymoron. 

— Michael  Bronski 


The  Journals  of  Sylvia  Plath 

Frances  McCullough,  Fd., 

Ted  Hughes,  Consulting  Fd. 

The  Dial  Press 
New  York 
1982,  $16.95 

Whatever  labels  we  may  attach  to 
Sylvia  Plath  as  a  poet  and  whatever 
adjectives  we  may  attach  to  her  person, 
what  Plath  gives  of  herself  in  these 
Journals  earns  for  her  the  name  invet¬ 
erate  writer.  Under  what  often  sound 
like  difficult  circumstances,  Plate  man¬ 
aged  (beginning  July,  1950,  and  ending 
July,  1963)  to  “set  down  her  day  to 
day  struggle  with  her  warring  self. . .” 
This  is  a  fascinating,  poignant  and 
sometimes  infuriating  book. 

What  fascinates  is  to  see  her  progress 
from  an  apparently  conventional 
“golden  girl’’  at  Smith  (1950)  to  an 
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increasingly  desperate  young  woman  at 
Cambridge  (1955),  where  she  met  and 
married  the  poet  Ted  Hughes  in  1956, 
and  from  there  to  an  anxious  teacher 
(one  year)  at  her  alma  mater  and  then 
into  the  last  stages  (in  England)  of  her 
short  life.  What  moves  me — and 
there’s  so  much — is  her  compulsion  to 
figure  out  the  meaning  of  her  life.  Ex¬ 
tremely  Intelligent,  obviously  talented, 
driven  by  ambition  to  succeed  as  a 
recognized  writer,  she  was  in  many 
ways  a  product  of  the  1950s,  when  a 
“girl’’  married  or  was  “nothing.” 
Plath  was  also  very  pretty,  very  erotic 
and  very  insecure.  She  was  also  greedy: 

Perhaps  when  we  find  ourselves 
wanting  everything  it  is  because  we 
are  dangerously  near  to  wanting 
nothing.  There  are  two  opposing 
poles  of  wanting  nothing:  When  one 
is  so  full  and  rich  and  has  so  many 
inner  worlds  that  the  outer  world  is 
not  necessary  for  joy,  because  joy 
emanates  f.om  the  inner  core  of 
one’s  being.  When  one  is  dead  and 
rotten  inside  and  there  is  nothing  in 
the  world. 

(Excerpt  from  a  letter  to 
Richard  Sassoon,  1955) 

This  habit  of  thinking/feeling  in  ex¬ 
tremes  is  typical  of  her  temperament: 
she  constantly  set  “worldly”  goals  for 
herself,  was  elated  when  she  got  what 
she  wanted,  was  soon  disillusioned  and 
then  set  more  goals  while — always — 
questioning  the  authenticity  of  her 
“self.”  Her  ambition  combined  with 
her  self-hatred — she  was  a  perfection¬ 
ist — means  she  battled  depression  all  of 
her  life. 

What  is  sometimes  infuriating  is  that 
Sylvia  Plath,  person  and  journalist, 
wanting  to  be  honest  with  herself, 
needing  to  be  honest  with  herself,  is 
being  diddled  with.  To  some  extent  she 
has  only  herself  to  blame: 

My  life  is  a  discipline,  a  prison:  1  live 
for  my  own  work,  without  which  I 
am  nothing.  My  writing.  Nothing 
matters  but  Ted,  Ted’s  writing  and 
my  writing. . .  (emphasis added) 

When  Plath  isn’t  infuriating — didn’t 
she  see  the  contradiction  in  this  entry — 
the  editorship  of  Ted  Hughes  and 
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Frances  McCullough  is.  In  a  parenthet¬ 
ical  aside  Hughes  explains  why  he  did 
away  with  a  notebook  which  “contin¬ 
ued  the  record. .  .to  within  three  days 
of  her  death,”  by  saying,  “1  destroyed 
it  because  1  did  not  want  her  children 
to  see  it  (in  those  days  I  regarded  for¬ 
getfulness  as  an  essential  part  of  sur¬ 
vival).”  (emphasis  added)  One  can 
understand  “those  days” — Plath  had, 
after  all,  just  killed  herself,  but  was  it 
necessary  to  destroy  a  book  in  order  to 
“forget”?  Hughes  also  writes,  “1  spent 
everyday  with  her  for  six  years... I 
never  saw  her  show  her  real  self  to  any¬ 
body — except,  perhaps,  in  the  last 
three  months  of  her  life.”  If  what  we 
have  in  these  Journals  is  her 
“honesty,”  why  destroy  entries  she 
wrote  after  she  left  Hughes,  entries 
also  written  while  writing  Ariel,  her 
greatest  poetry?  His  paternalistic  gain¬ 
saying — the  children  were  theirs,  and 
children  grow  up — seems  largely  self- 
serving. 

McCullough’s  explanations  of 
“omissions”  and  “cuts”  are  equally 
manipulative.  McCullough  notes  that 
“there  are  lots  of  missing  pages  of 
ordinary  commentary  that  seemed  not 
particularly  relevant...”  That’s 
acceptable;  who  wants  Plath  to  be  bor¬ 
ing?  But  McCullough  also  writes  that 
“there  has  been  special  concern  for 
those  who  must  live  out  their  lives  as 
characters  in  this  drama. . .” 

Surely  Ted  Hughes  is  one;  Sylvia 
Plath’s  mother  is  another,  and  while 
she  gave  (printed)  permission  to  pub¬ 
lish  a  group  of  entries  which  Plath 
wrote  while  undergoing  therapy  in  Bos¬ 
ton — a  time  when  Plath  began  to 
recognize  the  extent  and  some  of  the 
reasons  for  her  extreme  rage — these  en¬ 
tries  are  also  spotted  with  “omission.” 
Extremely  ironic,  I  think,  that  a  writer 
who  had  trouble  being  her  “real  self” 
is  now  censored  in  her  Journals. 

Hughes  says,  “It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
publishing  them  will  serve  a  useful  pur¬ 
pose.”  I  think  they  do,  and  when  we 
think  about  how  and  why  they  were 
edited,  they  may  also  be  instructive 
about  the  problems  some  men  have 
with  women  who  insist  on  their  own 
identities. 

— J.  Dolan 
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A  Pederastic  Sensibility 


Beat  Hotel 

Harold  Norse 
Atticus  Press 
1983,  76  pp.,  $6.95 

 Reviewed  by  Mark  McHarry 


If  you  had  been  in  Paris  in  the  early  ’60s,  you 
might  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  have  visited  the 
Beat  Hotel.  There,  at  an  otherwise  nameless  dive  in 
the  Latin  Quarter,  William  Burroughs,  Brion  Gysin, 
Harold  Norse,  and  other  avant  garde  artists 
pioneered  new  forms  of  expression,  principal  among 
them  cut-up  writing. 

Judging  from  Norse’s  at  once  hilarious  and  terrify¬ 
ing  account  of  his  meeting  the  then-unknown  Bur¬ 
roughs  at  the  hotel  —  a  sepulchral  figure  kicking  a 
heroin  habit,  —  the  reality  may  have  been  more  gritty 
than  his  novella,  a  surreal  paean  to  the  hotel  and  its 
denizens,  lets  on. 

First  practiced  by  Dadaist  Tristan  Tzara  in  the 
1920s,  who  pulled  words  cut  from  newspapers  out  of 
a  hat,  then  by  painter  Marchel  Duchamp  and  poet 
Andre  Breton,  cut-up  involves  typing  out  pages  of 
text  (anything  from  Shakespeare  to  this  review),  cut¬ 
ting  them  down  the  middle,  shuffling  the  pieces  and 
placing  them  at  random  alongside  one  another. 

According  to  Steve  Abbot,  “not  until  Burroughs’ 
Naked  Lunch  (1960)  did  anyone  seriously  suggest  the 
idea  of  either  readers  or  writers  ‘cutting  into  (a  novel, 
poem,  etc.)  at  any  intersection  point’  as  a  technique 
of  composition. ’’2  Since  then,  notes  Norse,  cut-up 
has  “percolated  down  into  pop  rock.  New  Wave  and 
punk  lyrics  from  David  Bowie’s  Diamond  Dogs  to 
The  Clash,  and  into  films  like  The  Man  Who  Fell  to 
Earth.  ” 

The  result  in  Beat  Hotel  is  not  a  jumble,  although 
at  times  the  prose  sinks  into  an  amorphous  obscurity 
—  perhaps  akin  to  what  science  fiction  author  Olaf 
Stapledon  would  have  produced  on  psilocybin.  In 
reality  the  technique  is  only  as  good  as  the  writer  who 
employs  it.  Norse  uses  cut-up  masterfully,  weaving  it 
seamlessly  into  the  novel. 

Beat  Hotel's  writing  is  wonderfully  lean  and  taut, 
pervaded  by  a  tension  that  continually  hurtles  the 
reader  forward.  It  always  attempts  to  alter  our  con¬ 
sciousness,  and  often  succeeds  in  shocking  us  into 
new  ways  of  perceiving  the  world. 

Much  like  Joyce,  Norse  takes  up  banal  fragments 
of  existence;  unlike  the  Irish  author,  he  hurls  them 
together  with  such  force  that  we  are  impelled  into  a 
new  appreciation  of  them  and  of  the  larger  life  from 
which  they  come.  What  Joyce  does  for  the  intellect, 
Norse  does  to  the  gut.  And  Beat  Hotel  is  as  much 
limited  to  the  universe  of  the  hotel  as  Ulysses  is  to 
that  of  Dublin. 

Perhaps  because  Norse  is  gay,  as  were  many  of  the 
Beats,  the  book  is  suffused  with  a  pederastic  sen¬ 
sibility  that  makes  it  all  the  more  fascinating: 

“. .  .he’d  give  the  Pope  an  erection!’’ 

“Rigid  heterosexuality  is  a  perversion 
of  nature.’’ 

“Margaret  Mead  . . .  she  said  it  loud 
and  clear.” 

“Think  of  the  unnatural  effort  men 
make  to  suppress  this  feeling  . . .  when 
they  look  at  a  teenage  boy  . . .  pure  lust 

“There’s  a  beauty  of  form  and  feature 
in  a  sweet  teenage  boy  that  appears  only 
once  in  a  lifetime  . . .  briefly  . . .  then 
disappears  forever  ...” 

“Didn’t  William  Blake  say  that?” 

“No,  Mae  West  said  it.” 

“No,  that’s  what  God  said  to  Moses  on 
Mount  Sinai  ...  it  was  an  aside.” 

Hey,  you  guys  are  supposed  to  be 
straight.” 

“  . . .  sweetie,  straight  is  a  state  of  mind 

“  . . .  like  being  blind  ...” 

“  . . .  so-o,  my  dearl  . . .  God  said,  ‘Go 
down,  Moses  . . .  and  down  she  went  . . . 
eleventh  commandment!” 

Pope  is  a  perversion  Mead  says  . . .  who 
needs  it?  ...  must  pray  to  resist  teenage 
ass  says  pope  . . .  Nature  is  a  perversion 
we  must  pray  to  overcome  (pope  drools 
from  acolyte’s  crotch)  . . .  more  papal 
Bull  . . .  Church  is  a  perverted  unicellular 
animal  says  Mead  . . .  who  needs  this 
bullshit?  . . .  and  down  she  went  ...  a  lit¬ 
tle  anthropology  would  go  a  long  way  . . . 
drag  the  peasants  out  of  the  Middle  Ages 
...  SCUMBAGS!!  screams  the  pope 
foaming  with  godliness  . . .  wanna  under¬ 
mine  our  tax-free  real  estate?  $!$$ 

Beat  Hotel  alternates  between  prose  of  exquisite 
descriptiveness: 


Hothouse  Jurassic  atmosphere  of  intense 
heat.  Low  in  the  orange  sky,  an  infrared 
sun  spits  flame  over  the  firebound  land. 

and  bawdy  little  vignettes: 

“Certified  nut-case  . . .  ran  down  to  the 
Seine,  stripped,  bent  over  and  stuck  his 
middle  finger  up  his  ass  ...  when  the 
tourist  boat  sailed  by  snapping  pictures  to 
take  home  to  Grandma  in  Little  Prick, 

Iowa,  he  waved  his  shitty  finger  at  them 

Occasionally,  as  writer  Ward  Abbott  says,  the  text 
breaks  into  verse: 

thru  man’s  dream  of  reason 

boys  spurt 

orgasms  into  chilly  cosmic  night 

And  sometimes  we  see  fairly  straightforward 
writing'  whose  power  belies  its  simplicity: 

Looking  for  childhood  becomes  looking 
for  youth.  On  the  boulevard,  hard  search¬ 
ing  thru  neon  trees  &  flourescent  cafes. 
Frantic  maze  eyes  glazing  lips  the  color  of 
metal  . . .  Schlepping  from  St.  Michel 
along  the  pissoir  route  to  the  Flore  . . .  the 
cold  whipping  into  make-up  of  hopefuls 
at  terrace  tables. 

Across  the  street  at  the  Cafe  Royale  gray 
old  swindle  —  worst  there  is  —  the  Youth 
Swindle.  Blade-sharp  hustlers.  Gray  old 
fag  swindle.  It’s  an  insult  when  they 
regard  you  from  under  age  on  show. 
Sweeping  coiffures,  every  dyed  hair 
counted,  every  advantage  price-tagged. 

To  your  disadvantage,  dig?  Makes  you 
feel  old  &  sin.  Can’t  join  the  Youth  Club 
now.  “Was  once  a  charter  member  of 
everybody.”  I’ve  paid  my  dues  . . . 

“Chance”  adventures  —  over?  In  NY 
long  ago  I  picked  up  everything  —  steamy 
groins  in  bars  &  parks  —  smell  of 
America  squatting  on  stone  benches  . . . 
lone 

statues  . . .  subways  . . .  waterfronts  . . . 
men  ...  in  silent  despair  in  stone  . . . 
wandering  —  white  sheets  in  steambaths 
—  newspapers  in  doorways  —  baths  of 
the  Seventh  Circle  —  screaming  thru  their 
bones  —  loud  bitter  wit  of  parties  — 
drinky  &  smoky  affairs  end  in  total 
dependent  faces  of  hate  . . .  Years  go  by  & 

I’m  holding  an  expired  ticket  for  the 
Youth  Club  . . .  slams  its  doors  in  my  face 
. . .  holding  an  empty  bag  of  NY  1944  . . . 

In  a  series  of  postscripts  Norse  puts  events  at  the 
hotel  into  perspective  and  delves  a  bit  into  the  cut-up 
technique’s  importance  in  a  post-Dadaist  world: 

Language  could  no  longer  be  revived  for 
the  uses  to  which  discursive,  rational 
thought  continued  to  put  it  —  any  more 
than  blood  could  be  pumped  into  an  an¬ 
cient  Egyptian  mummy  for  the  purpose  of 


revival  . . .  Causality,  the  principle  on 
which  Western  statistics  about  the  nature 
of  reality  are  based,  is  at  best  merely  an 
hypothesis.  It  had  been  scrapped  by  the 
Dadaists  . . . 

The  only  weapons  left  with  which  rigid 
authority,  brute  force,  religious  myths 
and  superstitions,  social  prejudices  —  all 
leading  to  global  warfare  —  could  be  ef¬ 
fectively  attacked,  indeed  counter-acted, 
were  ridicule,  humor,  de-contamination 
and  de-conditioning  of  accepted  conven¬ 
tions,  tastes  and  inherited  critical  at¬ 
titudes. 

Make  no  mistake:  cut-up  is  subversive,  as  con¬ 
sciously  subversive  in  our  society  as  a  gay  man’s  in¬ 
viting  an  adolescent  boy  to  have  sex.  One  of  its  pur¬ 
poses,  Norse  avers  in  Gay  Sunshine,  is  to  “create 
panic  among  those  who  are  so  set  in  their  ways  that 
re-programming  threatens  their  sanity.  Essentially, 
its  purpose  is  to  create  an  alternative  life  to  the  one 
you’re  leading  as  a  controlled,  manipulated  unit. ”4 

This  panic  may  be  succeeding.  According  to  the 
August  3 1  London  Times,  British  drug  police  recent¬ 
ly  seized  books  by  cut-up  practitioner  Burroughs 
along  with  those  of  Huxley,  the  American  Dr. 
Hunter  Thompson  and  Baudelaire  in  confiscations  of 
works  on  the  use  and  cultivation  of  drugs. 

Beat  Hotel  comes  at  a  time  of  a  Norse  mini¬ 
renaissance.  Born  in  New  York  City  in  1916,  Norse 
knew  Allen  Ginsberg,  W.H.  Auden,  James  Baldwin 
and  Tennessee  Williams.  Later  he  moved  abroad  liv¬ 
ing  in  Tangier,  Paris  and  London,  associating  with 
Gregory  Corso  and  Burroughs.  Returning  to  the  US 
about  ten  years  ago,  Norse  gained  recognition  from 
the  publication  of  Hotel  Nirvana  (1974)  by  City 
Lights,  which  was  nominated  for  the  National  Book 
Award,  and  Carnivorous  Saint  (1977)  by  Gay  Sun¬ 
shine. 

Now  living  in  San  Francisco,  he  has  been 
publishing  memoirs  piecemeal  in  Appeal  to  Reason 
and  The  Advocate.  Norse  intends  to  bring  them  out 
in  book  form,  and  then  possibly  expand  Beat  Hotel 
into  a  full-length  novel.  But  don’t  wait  until  then  to 
read  it. 

Somehow  places  sometimes  become  centers  of 
creativity  or  action  for  a  short  time.  Half-a-century 
before  the  Beat  Hotel,  Bloomsbury  was  one  of  those 
magical  confluences  of  time  and  place.  Its 
playfulness,  exuberance,  audacity  and  honesty  echo 
throughout  Norse’s  book  —  albeit  rather  more 
raggedly.  There  are  differences.  I  can’t  see  Lytton 
Strachey,  who  brought  us  Eminent  Victorians,  acting 
quite  like  Burroughs.  After  all,  Norse  writes,  while 
the  manuscript  of  Naked  Lunch  lay  around  Bur¬ 
roughs’  room  in  a  “compost  heap,”  the  latter  sat 
taking  pot  shots  at  a  Webster’s  dictionary  with  his 
.22  caliber  Webley  air  pistol.  Cut-up  indeed. 


(“Adventures  of  a  Bastard  Angel”,  Appeal  to 
Reason  (San  Francisco),  v.l,  n.ll. 

2“Norse  Cuts  Up”,  Poetry  Flash  (San  Francisco), 
July,  1983. 

3“Cutting  Up  at  the  Beat  Hotel”,  The  Advocate, 
September  29,  1983. 

tGay  Sunshine  Interviews  (San  Francisco:  Gay  Sun¬ 
shine  Press,  1978),  p.220. 
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Foundations  for  the  Revolution 


Kathie  Marden 


The  Dynamics  of  Change 


Lobbying  for  Freedom  in  the  1980s 

Edited  by  Kenneth  P.  Norwich 
Perigee  Books 
New  York 

1983,  300  pp.,  $6.95  paperback 


Dear  Dr.  Slopes 

Edited  by  Ruth  Hall 
Penguin  Books 
London 

1983,  223  pp.,  $4.95 


Reviewed  by  Daniel  Harris 


Chances  are,  had  you  come  of  age  in  the  twen¬ 
ties,  you  would  have  known  her  name.  She 
might  even  have  responded  personally  to  your 
anguished  request  for  advice  about  your  sexual  per¬ 
version — which  you  may  or  may  not  have  known  by 
any  other  name — and  if  you  had  sounded  sufficiently 
earnest  and  sufficiently  desperate,  she  mmight  even 
have  taken  the  liberty  of  arranging  a  date  with  a  nice, 
simple  girl  or  a  nice  pale  British  boy  and  advised  you 
both  to  travel  to  the  Alps  and  fall  in  love.  Marie 
Stopes  was  no  libertine  but  no  charlatan  either;  she 
was  the  most  controversial  sexologist  in  the  earlier 
part  of  the  century  and  she  laid  the  foundations  for 
the  sexual  revolution  that  we  have  all,  until  recently, 
enjoyed  in  the  privacy  of  our  own  homes  and  in  the 
seclusion  of  flowering  bushes  along  the  Esplanade. 

In  1918  Marie  Stopes,  a  paleo-botanist  and  reli¬ 
gious  enthusiast,  published  two  books  that  took  the 
world  by  storm.  Inspired  in  part  by  the  sexual  frus¬ 
tration  she  had  experienced  in  her  first  marriage,  she 
wrote  a  rhapsodic  sex  manual  entitled  Married  Love 
and,  months  later,  a  practical  sequel  on  contracep¬ 
tion  known  as  Wise  Parenthood.  Her  books 
answered  so  many  questions,  allayed  so  many  fears 
and  in  turn  raised  so  many  hopes  in  people  frightened 
by  their  own  sexual  ignorance  that  she  was  immedi¬ 
ately  inundated  with  requests  for  information  and 
advice.  Within  a  matter  of  months  she  became  the 
international  confidante  of  the  secrets  of  the  sex  lives 
of  entire  nations.  She  was  privy  to  the  anxieties  of  the 
Chaggas  of  Swaziland,  and  in  Peking  she  was  better 
known  among  the  general  populace  than  any  other 
British  writer.  Within  a  few  years  after  their  publica¬ 
tion,  Married  Love  and  Wise  Parenthood  were  avail¬ 
able  in  fourteen  languages,  and  a  special  edition  in 
Braille  had  even  been  produced  in  response  to  a  bar¬ 
rage  of  requests  from  the  blind. 

Continued  on  Book  Review  page  8 


It  Could  Happen  to  You. . . 

The  Gay  Rights  Writer’s  Group 

Alyson  Pubjications 

Boston 

1983,  90  pp.,  $3.95  paperback 

Reviewed  by  John  Kyper 

I  had  never  thought  of  lobbying  as  a  particularly 
humorous  undertaking.  Nevertheless,  a  few  years 
ago  in  San  Francisco  I  attended  a  public  hearing 
on  a  proposal  to  designate  several  state  beaches  as 
“clothing  optional”  areas,  another  one  of  Jerry 
Brown’s  ideas  that  (if  you  will)  never  saw  the  light  of 
day.  The  meeting  produced  more  than  its  share  of 
zaniness,  from  a  Fundamentalist  minister  who 
thanked  God  he  was  blind  so  he  couldn’t  be  tempted 
by  the  sight  of  naked  flesh,  to  “Pravda,  Angel  of  the 
Lord,”  whose  rambing  presentation  further  advo¬ 
cated  free  hot  tubs  in  the  parks  to  relieve  the  tensions 
of  the  citizenry — and  in  conclusion  threw  open  her 
jacket  to  bare  her  breasts  to  the  bemused  bureaucrats 
conducting  the  meeting. 

Such  diversions,  alas,  are  exceedingly  rare  in  the 
business  of  trying  to  affect  public  policy.  As  one  who 
has  attended  a  number  of  committee  hearings  consid¬ 
ering  pro-gay  legislation,  I  know  that  lobbying  is 
usually  a  dry  and  tedious  enterprise — if  one  punctu¬ 
ated  by  occasional  impassioned  testimony,  from  both 
sides  of  this  controversial  subject.  The  citizen- 
lobbyist  is  thus  well-advised  to  be  both  persistent  and 
patient  in  the  long  haul. 

Lobbying  for  Freedom  in  the  1980s  is  a  handbook 
for  just  such  social  change  activists  who  are  seeking 
to  maintain  or  extend  civil  liberties  in  this  age  of  reac¬ 
tion  and  retrenchment.  It  is  a  most  admirable  and 
valuable  book,  addressed  to  what  Norwick  describes 
as  “individual  citizens  who  care  enough  about  an 
issue  to  want  their  legislators  to  know  how  they  feel 
and  to  reflect  those  feelings  in  the  legislation  they 
enact.” 

Originally  published  in  1975  as  a  guide  to  fighting 
censorship,  this  bpok  has  been  greatly  revised  and 


expanded,  in  part  due  to  a  fundamental  change 
brought  about  by  the  age  of  Reagan:  power  to  make 
and  interpret  laws,  which  used  to  emanate  from  the 
federal  government,  is  now  being  returned  to  the 
states.  Thus  the  book  is  geared  to  those  who  seek  to 
influence  change  at  the  state  and  local  levels.  The 
first  section,  a  general  introduction  to  legislative  pro¬ 
cedure,  analyzes  the  similarities  and  differences 
between  the  different  states  and  serves  as  a  guide  to 
lobbying  lawmakers. 

The  greater  part  of  this  volume,  over  160  pages,  is 
devoted  to  summaries  of  various  areas  of  current 
rights  law  issues:  reproductive  freedom,  by  Janet 
Benshoof;  women’s  rights,  by  Barbara  Shack;  gay 
rights,  by  Thomas  B.  Stoddard;  drug  laws,  by 
George  L.  Farnham;  and  censorship,  by  Norwick 
himself.  All  of  these  areas  saw  great  civil  liberties 
advances  during  the  1960s  and  1970s — advances  that 
are  now  threatened  or  actually  reversed  in  a  mis¬ 
begotten  attempt  to  return  to  a  “simpler”  age.  The 
chapters  in  this  section  summarize  the  current  status 
of  each  of  these  subjects. 

The  book  ends  with  a  lengthy  appendix  that 
includes  several  informational  charts  about  the  50 
state  legislatures,  relevant  court  decisions  in  each  of 
the  areas  discussed,  lists  of  organizations  and 
resources  for  further  reading.  Included,  too,  is  a 
checklist  for  forming  community  organizations  and 
samples  of  petitions,  press  releases,  resolutions  and 
letters  to  the  editor.  The  inclusion  of  such  informa¬ 
tion,  by  emphasizing  that  change  canwo/  occur  out  of 
the  glare  of  the  public  eye,  only  serves  to  underline 
the  basic  value  of  this  book.  It  should  be  read  by  all 
who  endeavor  to  transform  our  society  into  some¬ 
thing  freer  and  more  equitable. 


A  fundamental  understanding  of  the  dynamics 
of  change  seems  to  have  eluded  those  who  ini¬ 
tially  influenced  the  Eugene,  Oregon,  City 
Council  to  pass  a  gay  rights  ordinance,  according  to 
the  authors  of  It  Could  Happen  to  You. ...  In  May, 
1978,  Eugene  voters,  by  a  two-to-one  margin, 
repealed  a  recently-enacted  amendment  to  the  city 
charter  that  had  forbidden  discrimination  based  on 
sexual  orientation  in  the  realm  of  employment,  pub¬ 
lic  accommodations  and  housing.  Coming  as  it  did 
on  the  heels  of  similar  referenda  in  Miami,  St.  Paul 
and  Wichita,  this  defeat  was  a  particularly  bitter 
blow  to  those  who  had  hoped  that  Eugene’s  liberal 
reputation  as  a  college  town  would  produce  a  more 
open-minded  electorate. 

This  book  is  a  partisan  account  of  that  struggle 
written  by  five  former  members  of  the  Radical  Cau¬ 
cus  of  the  Eugene  Citizens  for  Human  Rights 
(ECHR),  the  coalition  that  coordinated  the  pro-gay 
campaign.  It  provides  us  with  the  historical  context 
of  the  gay  groups  that  had  begun  organizing  in  this 
medium-sized  city  (about  100,000)  in  the  early  1970s, 
the  passage  of  the  ordinance  and  the  fight  to  keep  it 
on  the  books,  and  life  after  such  an  overwhelming 
defeat.  Included,  too,  is  an  assessment  of  the  mis¬ 
takes  of  the  pro-gay  forces  and  an  analysis  of  the  tac¬ 
tics  of  the  opposition.  As  its  title  indicates,  the 
lessons  of  this  campaign  are  applicable  elsewhere — 
something  the  New  Right  has  already  demonstrated. 

An  underlying  tactical  error  was  the  secrecy  with 
which  the  initial  organizers  of  the  ordinance,  largely 
gay  professional  men,  began  lobbying  sympathetic 
members  of  the  City  Council,  evidently  in  the  belief 
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anguish  and  pain  even  if  we  are  not  there  with  you.” 
Even  when  the  message  is  not  stated  as  directly,  it 
comes  through.  These  coming-out  stories  will  show 
readers  that  others  have  had  the  same  difficulties  in 
relating  to  parents  and  friends  and  that  they  have 
gotten  through  it.  Most  of  the  essays  end  with  a  sense 
that  the  writer  has  come  to  accept  him  or  herself  and 
can  even  celebrate  his  or  her  difference.  For  every 
generation  that  comes  out,  these  essays  will  be  inval¬ 
uable. 

Even  through  the  emotional  electricity,  there  are 
several  light  spots  in  One  Teenager  that  make  it  fun 
reading,  as  well  as  helpful.  One  16-year-old  began  his 
two  pages  with  the  witty  opening,  “As  a  young  child, 
I  unquestioningly  accepted  the  popular  perception  of 
homosexuals  until  I  discovered  I  was  one.”  And 
everyone  who  has  ever  had  to  lie  about  going  to  a  gay 
support  group  can  identify  with  an  1 8-year-old 
woman’s  anecdote  about  going  to  a  GATE  (Gay  Alli¬ 
ance  Towards  Equality)  meeting.  She  explained  that 
her  mother  asked  her  friend  what  GATE  was  “but  all 
he  told  her  was  that  it  was  a  break  in  a  fence  that 
swung  open  so  you  could  get  to  the  other  side.” 
Aaron  Fricke,  who  wrote  Reflections  of  a  Rock  Lob¬ 
ster,  also  contributed  a  humorous  piece  in  which  he 
recalled  an  elementary  school  recess  when  he  kissed 
his  playmantes  and  was  sent  to  the  principal.  “The 
whole  thing,”  he  wrote,  “was  sort  of  a  twisted  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  Georgy  Porgy  nursery  rhyme.” 

The  only  bad  part  about  One  Teenager  is  the  fact 
that  these  kids  are  kids  and  not  professional  writers, 
so  the  writing  is  often  riddled  with  melodrama  and 
cliches.  There  are  a  few  real  groan-provokers  such  as, 
“Yet  my  love  for  him  added  fuel  to  a  fire  that  was 
lighting  a  path  toward  my  sexual  awareness.”  Mostly 
there  are  just  a  lot  of  worn-out  phrases  like  “special 
place  in  my  heart”  and  “cries  for  help”  that  weaken 
otherwise  beautiful  essays. 

One  Teenager  doesn’t  offer  much  for  the  over-21 
crowd  except  a  chance  to  remember  how  tough  adol¬ 
escence  was.  But  for  gays  and  lesbians  now  going 
through  that  time,  it  is  priceless. 


Bitterness  at  Bay 

The  Disrobing:  Sex  and  Satire 

Royal  Murdoch 

Gay  Sunshine  Press 

San  Francisco 

1982,  112  pp.,  $5.95  paperback 

Reviewed  by  Harry  Seng 

At  the  Metropolitan  Museum  I  sat  down  on  a 
bench  near  the  entrance.  A  middle-aged  man 
placed  himself  beside  me.  He  was  trying  to 
make  me.  His  method  of  approach  involved 
taking  me  to  see  a  statue  in  the  rear  roorns,  the 
sensual  figure  of  a  nude  youth.  I  thought  it  very 
beautiful,  but  shortly  afterwards  it  was 
removed  to  the  basement  storage  rooms  and  I 
never  saw  it  again.  Apparently  the  museum 
authorities  observed  that  it  had  too  many 
admirers  for  reasons  not  entirely  aesthetic. 

(P.  11) 


This  passage  naughtily  conjures  up  the  spectacle 
of  hundreds  of  horny  men  gawking  at  the  same 
statue,  careful  not  to  be  too  obvious  in  shifting 
their  gaze  from  idealized  youth  to  the  real  thing.  All 
of  this  going  on  under  the  eye  of  stony-faced  guards 
helpless  with  embarrassment  or  rage.  Not  only  is  the 
cruising  technique  here  charming,  but  the  shift  from 
the  sexual  to  the  aesthetic,  the  unimportance  of  our 
learning  the  outcome  of  the  attempted  seduction  are 
all  indicative  of  Royal  Murdoch’s  life  and  of  the  lives 
of  many  other  homosexuals  of  his  generation.  One 
had  to  be  very  good  at  guessing  intention.  A  slip-up 
could  endanger  body— and  soul.  But  perhaps  the 
greater  danger  was  in  confusing  lust  with  love,  in 
insisting  on  a  morality  and  romantic  system  which 
was  never  intended  to  include  “perverse”  relation¬ 
ships  and  which  created  a  frustrating  and  vicious  cir¬ 
cle  for  those  homosexuals  who  would  not — or  could 
not — create  different  versions  of  “that  old  black 
magic  called  love.” 

Kenneth  Royal  Murdoch  (1898-1981)  published 
several  collections  of  poetry  from  the  1930s  through 
the  ’50s  and  a  seven-volume  private  edition  of  Poet  in 
Despair — A  Diary  of  the  Great  Depression, 
1934-1951.  The  small  collection  of  prose  and  poetry 
under  review  here  could  be  called  his  gay  output, 
though  1  like  to  resist  such  convenient  designations. 
None  of  the  material  is  remarkable  as  literature.  As 
the  progress  of  a  gay  soul,  it  is  stunning  in  its  honesty 
and  candor.  This  gap  between  the  quality  of  the  man 
and  his  work  is  not  so  simply  defined  or  acceptable  in 
Continued  on  Book  Review  page  6 
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Coming  Out  Early 


One  Teenager  in  Ten 

Edited  by  Ann  Heron 
Alyson  Publications 
Boston 

1983,  116  pp.,  $3.95  paperback 

Reviewed  by  Margot  Friedman 


I  remember  taking  the  SATs  in  high  school.  Some¬ 
where  between  the  analogies  and  reading  compre¬ 
hension,  1  looked  across  the  room  at  my  girl¬ 
friend,  who  was  gnawing  her  number-two  pencil.  I 
figured  that  we  were  the  only  gays  in  that  testing 
room  of  300  seniors.  For  all  1  knew  then,  we  were  the 
only  lesbians  in  the  world;  we  had  never  met  anyone 
else  like  ourselves. 

After  reading  One  Teenager  in  Ten,  I  wished  it  had 
been  around  when  I  was  in  high  school.  One  Teenager 
is  a  collection  of  26  essays  by  1 1  lesbians  and  15  gay 
men,  ages  15  to  24.  The  essays  are  snatches  of  their 
lives,  summaries  of  what  it’s  like  to  come  out  early. 
All  I  can  say  about  this  book  is  that  I’m  glad  it  was 
published  because  it  will  greatly  support  the  younger 
gays  and  lesbians  who  are  coming  out  now.  They  can 
read  this  book  and  realize  that  they  are  not  the  only 
gay  teenagers  in  the  world. 

The  essays  are  striking  in  their  diversity.  Editor 
Ann  Heron  solicited  them  from, all  over  the  country 
and  two  came  from  Canada.  They  range  from  kids 
who  really  have  their  lives  in  order  to  those  still  work¬ 
ing  at  it.  There  is  an  excellent  contribution  from  a 
17-year-old  Chicagoan  whose  parents  had  him  com¬ 
mitted  to  a  mental  institution  when  they  found  out  he 
was  gay.  On  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum,  another 
writer  spent  most  of  his  essay  discussing  how  he 
reconciled  his  religious  feelings  with  his  gay  feelings. 
He  ended  his  piece  with,  “My  lover  is  21,  and  devo¬ 
tion  and  workshop  of  God  have  been  an  important 
part  of  our  relationship  for  the  past  three  years.” 
Then  there  is  a  titillating  tale  from  Amy,  a  16-year- 
old  Texan,  who  realized  every  young  lesbian’s  fan- 


One  Teenager  covers  a  wide  range  of  experiences, 
but  the  stories  are  tied  together  by  the  common 
themes  of  coming  out  and  gradual  self-acceptance. 
They  are  similar  in  that  each  writer  related  his  or  her 
story  with  the  same  penetrating  sensitivity  and  con¬ 
tributed  it  to  the  book  out  of  a  desire  to  support 
other  teens.  One  writer  offered  steps  to  alleviate  the 
pain  of  being  a  gay  incest  victim.  He  concluded, 
“Just  remember  that  there  are  others  who  know  your 
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Memory  Babe 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  1 

Lowell  told  of  Kerouac  demanding  to 
“blow”  or  “fuck”  them,  sometimes  in 
quite  humorous  terms;  though  other  male 
interviewees  related  similar,  very  serious 
requests  from  Kerouac.  Gore  Vidal,  in  his 
interview  with  Barry  Gifford  and 
Lawrence  Lee,  describes  Kerouac 
bragging  in  the  San  Remo  Bar  of  having 
given  Vidal  a  blow  job,  in  Jack’s  Book' 

(New  York:  St.  Martin’s  Press,  1978),  p. 

183.  (p.  710) 

JK  had  two  obvious  male  lovers:  Lucien  Carr,  with 
whom  he  had  sex  often,  if  one  can  draw  any 
conclusions  from  what’s  written  in  Memory  Babe 
about  their  relationship  (JK  describes  LC  as  “my 
New  York  hero”  in  On  the  Road);  and  Neal  Cassady 
(“Neal,  you’re  my  California  hero”),  a  love  affair 
that  JK  sublimated  in  order  to  create  his  super-macho 
look-alike.  Dean  Moriarity  in  On  the  Road.  In  Allen 
Ginsberg’s  introduction  to  Visions  of  Cody,  he  gives 
that  love  a  real  schmaltzy  smear: 

Sociability  without  genital  sexuality 
between  them,  but  adoration  and  love, 
light  as  America  promised  in  love  — 
comparing  it  to  a  Whitmanesque  America. 

As  if  Whitman’s  America  was  anything  but  sexual. 
He  had  been  admonished  by  his  friends  for  “putting 
on  his  butch  stud  act”  but  that  didn’t  deter  him  from 
strutting  about  until  he’d  pass  out  dead  drunk. 

One  of  the  reasons  I  became  enthralled  with  this 
biography  is  that  as  a  child  of  JK’s  beat  generation  I 
find  myself  revisiting  the  scene  of  the  crime,  so  to 
speak,  and  1  am  acquainted  with  some  of  the 
characters,  some  on  a  first-hand  basis  and  most  on  a 
second-hand  basis.  Right  away  I  had  to  reread  On  the 
Road  for  the  somatics,  the  smell,  the  taste,  the  touch. 

In  1942  I  was  a  sex-hungry  13-year-old  boy 
frequenting  Scollay  Square,  hoping  an  older  male 
would  pick  me  up.  Wandering  around.  I’d  often  look 
into  the  open  door  of  the  Imperial  Cafe,  the  upper 
two  floors  of  which  were  known  as  the  Imperial 
Hotel,  a  hotbed  for  sailors  in  those  World  War  II 
years;  As  naive  as  I  was  at  13,  I  knew  that  if  one 
wanted  to  make  it  with  a  sailor  the  Imperial  Bar  was 
where  one  went.  So  it’s  with  lascivious  nostalgia  I 
excerpted  the  following  gem  from  Kerouac’s  best 
known  and  most  serious  work  On  the  Road,  the  novel 
most  used  to  designate  JK  king  of  the  beats: 

In  1942  I  was  the  star  in  one  of  the 
filthiest  dramas  of  all  time.  I  was  a 
seaman,  and  went  to  the  Imperial  Cafe  in 
Scollay  Square  in  Boston  to  drink;  I  drank 
60  glasses  of  beer  and  retired  to  the  toilet, 
where  I  wrapped  myself  around  the  toilet 
bowl  and  went  to  sleep.  During  the  night 


Dear  Dr.  Stopes 

Continued  from  Book  Review  page  4 

An  indefatigable  humanitarian,  Stopes  tried  at 
first  to  answer  personally  every  letter  she  received  but 
soon,  as  her  books  became  more  widely  known,  she 
was  faced  with  hundreds  of  requests  every  week.  By 
1920  her  correspondence  had  become  entirely  un¬ 
manageable  and,  as  a  response  to  this  obvious  and 
pathetic  need  for  information,  she  opened  Britain’s 
first  birth  control  center  in  1921.  With  the  help  of 
several  secretaries,  she  continued  to  reply  to  every  let¬ 
ter,  and  she  welcomed  and  even  solicited  the  confi¬ 
dences  of  thousands  about  everything  from  fellatio 
to  the  diaphragm. 

The  message  of  Married  Love,  for  those  of  us  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  glorious  privilege  of  our  spinster-  and 
bachelorhoods,  is  perhaps  distastefully  prudish  and 
conventional,  but  it  is,  nevertheless,  entirely  against 
the  will  of  its  author,  a  monument  in  the  history  of 
our  sexual  enfranchisement.  Stopes,  like  many  social 
reformers,  was,  alas,  a  woman  with  a  mission.  She 
believed  that  marriage  and  the  health  of  the  family 
was  “the  stability  on  which  our  empire  rests,”  and 
she  zealously  set  out  to  inform  the  world  about  the 
intimate  technicalities  of  sex  in  order  to  protect  an 
institution  she  felt  was  endangered  by  ignorance.  Her 
motives  were  profoundly  religious.  In  fact,  she 
believed  that  God  himself  had  dictated  to  her  many 
of  her  works,  including  her  New  Gospel  in  1920,  an 
impassioned  apologia  for  her  campaign  for  contra¬ 
ception,  in  which  she  announces  in  undisguised  apoc¬ 
alyptic  terms  that  just  as  “Paul  spoke  to  Christ  nine¬ 
teen  hundred  years  ago,”  so  “God  spoke  with  me 
today.” 

The  New  Gospel  she  preached  was  “the  sacred  rite 
of  sex.”  She  felt  that  the  success  of  a  marriage 
depended  on  the  quality  of  a  couple’s  sexual  relations 
and  she  sincerely  believed  that,  as  a  sacrament.  Holy 
Matrimony  had  to  be  consecrated  over  and  over 
again  by  means  of  intercourse.  Thus  the  religious 
foundation  of  her  belief  in  the  morality  of  contracep- 
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light  of  the  homophobic  literary  world  which  con¬ 
trolled  publishing.  When  you  insist  an  artist  withhold 
part  of  himself,  camouflage  or  invert  his  desire,  then 
you  dilute  the  power  of  his  work  and  distort  its 
meaning. 

What  is  best  in  The  Disrobing  is  the  autobiograph¬ 
ical  essay  “About  Me  and  This  Book.”  It  is  a  won¬ 
derfully  condensed  account  of  a  man  who  was  in  his 
seventies  when  gay  liberation  caught  him  by  surprise. 
I  admire  the  dignity  of  his  consideration  of  his  life: 

I  am  an  old  man  now  afflicted  with  a  heart  ail¬ 
ment  which  may  take  my  life.  Would  I  have 
been  happier  and  more  useful  if  I  had  been  het¬ 
erosexual,  had  married,  raised  a  family  and 
continued  to  teach  languages  through  the 
years?  That  would  have  been  another  destiny, 
certainly  a  good  one  too,  with  other  satisfac¬ 
tions.  I  doubt  if  it  would  have  been  as  varied 
and  interesting  as  the  one  homosexuality  forced 
upon  me.  (p.  21) 

The  key  word  for  me  is  “forced.”  It  is  not  used  nega¬ 
tively.  It  is  a  given  which  colored  and  informed  Mur¬ 
doch’s  life  and  work,  even  insinuating  itself  into  that 
poetry  which  passed  the  tests  devised  by  the  literary 
high  priests  of  the  day.  Royal  Murdoch  had  a  gift  for 
turning  negatives  into  positives,  which  probably 
explains  his  longevity,  while  he  still  realized  the  price 
one  has  to  pay  for  having  to  work  that  magic  every 
day  of  one’s  life  in  order  to  survive  in  a  hostile  soci¬ 
ety.  I  hope  we  haven’t  become  so  impatient  in  our 
rush  toward  liberation  that  we  can’t  admire  the 
stoicism  of  an  earlier  generation  of  gay  people. 

1  admire  the  balance  and  sanity  in  his  reaction  to 
the  mendacity  of  the  inheritors  of  the  earth: 

I  lived  in  Brooklyn  and  played  tennis  on  local 
courts.  Half  the  crowd  which  frequented  that 
pleasant  hilltop  area  wouldn’t  have  been  caught 
dead  playing  a  game  with  me,  which  didn’t  pre¬ 
vent  their  sneaking  back  when  I  was  alone  to 
see  whether  they  could  have  me  as  a  pick-up.  I 
raged  or  laughed  at  such  treatment  according  to 
the  mood  I  was  in,  but  by  that  time  I  was  inured 
to  being  an  outcast  and  had  even  developed  a 
masochistic  liking  for  the  role.  (p.  16) 


at  least  a  hundred  seamen  and  assorted 
civilians  came  in  and  cast  their  sentient 
debouchments  on  me  till  I  was 
unrecognizably  caked.  What  difference 
does  it  make  after  all?  —  anonymity  in  the 
world  of  men  is  better  than  fame  in 
heaven,  for  what’s  heaven?  what’s  earth? 

All  in  the  mind.  (p.  202) 

Memory  Babe  isn’t  a  biography  that  one  can  breeze 
through  and  lay  aside.  It  dissects,  literally,  the 
internal  organs  of  JK  and  to  a  great  extent  those 
about  him.  On  the  incestuous  relationship  with  his 
mother: 

She  told  Jack  she  liked  Matsumi  [a 
Japanese- Jewish  painter  friend]  because 
he  was  “exotic”  and  she  became  so 
jealous  of  his  friendship  with  Jack  that  as 
soon  as  he  came  to  visit  she’d  drag  him 
into  the  kitchen  to  help  her  chop  chicken 
livers  for  the  cats!  While  they  worked,  she 
kept  touching  his  knee  and  putting  her 
arm  around  him.  Jack  warned  him  in 
deadly  earnest:  “Don’t  touch  my 
mother.”  At  a  party  in  the  city, 

Matsumi  saw  Jack  ready  to  attack  a  man 
who  wouldn’t  stop  using  the  word 
motherfucker.  “What  did  I  say?”  the  guy 
taunted,  feigning  ignorance,  but  Jack 
refused  to  repeat  the  word.  At  Matsumi’s 
loft  he  recounted  with  great  anguish  an 
episode  in  which  his  mother  had  allegedly 
tried  to  make  love  to  him.  Matsumi  told 
him,  “If  you  want  to  fuck  your  mother, 
please  do.  Then  you’ll  feel  better.” 
Enraged,  Jack  smashed  two  of  his  vases 
and  threatened  to  kill  him  if  he  ever 
suggested  that  again.  Matsumi  agreed  to 
avoid  the  subject  provided  Jack  stopped 
asking  for  advice  about  what  to  do  with 
his  mother.  Telling  Matsumi  to  leave  him 
alone.  Jack  retreated  to  the  “monk’s  bed” 
to  cry,  and  later  went  out  to  get  drunk,  (p. 

643) 

Some  saw  the  king  of  the  beats  costumed  in  the 
inside-out  morality  of  a  small-town  Catholic  mama’s 
boy. 

All  his  sexual  phobias  and  ambivalences 
were  fed  by  his  mother.  She  was 
continually  warning  him  against 
homosexuality....  But  she  was  equally 
outraged  by  Jack’s  heterosexual  activity, 
and  Matsumi  once  heard  her  reproach 
him:  “I  smell  a  woman!  Go  take  a 

.  shower!”  (p.  620) 

All  the  above  reverse  camp  glitch  exposed,  plus 
Ginsberg  /  Burroughs  /  Corso  /  Orlofsky  /  Neal 
Cassady  /  Vidal  /  Paul  Goodman  /  Paul  Bowles  and 
many  more  weaving  in  and  out  of  a  monumental  col¬ 
lage  of  the  beat  scene  in  Memory  Babe. 


That  he  could  feel  both  anger  and  the  absurdity  of 
such  behavior  kept  bitterness  and  cynicism  at  bay, 
which  does  not  mean  that  the  hurt  was  not  great. 

Royal  taught  in  a  country  high  school  (until  scan¬ 
dal  sent  him  packing),  spent  the  Depression  years 
abroad,  worked  as  a  receptionist  during  the  Second 
World  War  (when  he  would  rather  have  been  off 
fighting  the  Nazis),  and  ended  up  as  a  fur-cutter  in 
Manhattan,  a  job  which  because  it  was  seasonal  gave 
him  summers  free  to  undertake  many  “sentimental 
journeys.”  On  one  of  these  sojourns  to  Cuba  he  met 
Pedro  Nel  Mejia,  the  subject  and  title  of  a  poem  and 
a  prose  reminiscence,  both  included  in  this  collection. 

I  prefer  the  prose  version,  stunning  in  the  intimacy  of 
its  descriptions  of  this  boy-man  love  affair  (forbid¬ 
den  to  a  reader’s  eye  in  1953  when  experienced).  In 
the  poem  which  follows  “Pedro”  in  The  Disrobing, 
“The  Thrall,”  the  darker  side  of  Royal’s  vision  of 
love  is  glimpsed: 

Just  when  I  thought  I  had  you  for  my  own. 
Unkissed,  unharmed,  I  left  you  standing  there. 

A  fool  that  hour  gave  liberty  away: 

Fool!  Fool!  How  soon  to  realize 
They  are  possessed  for  always  who  resign 
Possession:  Captive  now,  who  chose  obey 
The  regal  black  defiance  of  your  eyes, 

I  am  forever  yours  and  you  not  mine.  (p.  37) 

Pedro  visited  Royal  in  New  York  the  following 
year  but,  alas,  the  romance  could  not  survive  in  the 
glaring  light  of  that  harsh  city.  It  had  been  an  inter¬ 
lude  with  one  Royal  called  “this  vagabond  child  of 
nature.”  That  Pedro  was  also  a  rather  inept  gigolo  is 
a  fact  Royal  well  knew  but  chose  to  overlook  that 
particular  magical  summer.  One  day  in  response  to  a 
sales  clerk  in  New  York  who  unwrapped  and  re¬ 
wrapped  a  purchase  of  Pedro’s  because  he  wanted  to 
add  something  to  the  package  before  shipping.  Royal 
replied:  “It’s  nice  to  be  a  good  looking  boy.  People 
are  glad  to  do  things  for  you.”  (p.  105)  There  is 
something  very  sad  and  touching  about  these  words 
from  a  rather  homely  fifty-six-year-old  man  about  a 
gigolo  manque  whom  he  loved  once  and  would  prob¬ 
ably  never  see  again.  And  thus  there  is  also  envy  of 
the  lost  lover.  But  I  do  not  sense  bitterness.  Royal  has 
again  miraculously  escaped  falling  prey  to  that 
demon,  particular  nemesis  of  the  alienated  and  dis¬ 
possessed.  For  that  massive  accomplishment  alone  I 
would  have  been  delighted  to  know  such  a  man.  I 
notice  fondly  that  I’m  already  on  a  first-name  basis. 
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Bodies  and  Souls 

John  Rechy 
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New  York 

421  pp.,  $8.95  paperback 


Reviewed  by  Harry  Seng 


1  suspect  that  years  from  now,  when  sexologists 
realize  that  they  might  have  taken  a  shortcut 
toward  understanding  gay  male  sexuality  by 
looking  at  our  fiction  instead  of  at  their  own  random 
surveys,  they  will  take  a  hard  look  at  John  Rechy’s 
work.  No  other  writer  I’ve  come  across  (in  this  coun¬ 
try  at  least;  Renaud  Camus’  Tricks  is  fine  fictional 
sociology)  has  so  thoroughly  transcribed  the  lives  of 
those  spirits  who  survive  because  of  their  bodies 
rather  than  in  spite  of  them,  like  most  of  the  rest  of 
us.  The  chronicle  which  began  on  the  streets  of  City 
of  Night,  continued  its  tally  of  sexual  contacts  in 
Numbers,  and  explored  the  confining  roles  and 
spaces  of  Rushes  now  moves  outside  the  male  sexual 
carnival  to  include  those  who  cling  to  different  edges, 
enact  other  variations  on  loveless  tangos  with  them¬ 
selves. 

Bodies  and  Souls  is  set  in  Los  Angeles  and  presents 
us  with  various  avatars  of  this  “most  spiritual  and 
physical  of  cities,  a  profound  city  which  drew  to  it 
the  various  bright  and  dark  energies  of  the  country 
. .  .the  last  frontier  before  the  drowning  land.’’  (p. 
202)  I’d  call  them  bright  and  dark  doldrums,  but  then 
any  city  can  be  the  reflection  of  the  personality  who 
brings  it  to  life.  These  manifestations  of  LA  life 
appear  in  vignettes  which  alternate  with  the  “Lost 
Angels”  sections.  The  three  lost  angels  are  recent 
arrivals:  Orin,  the  inheritor  of  a  religious  mission  he 
feels  compelled  to  fulfill,  and  the  two  waifs  he  picks 
up  hitchhiking  cross-country,  Lisa  and  “Jesse 
James.”  These  are  three  of  the  dullest  characters  I’ve 
met  in  recent  fiction.  They  are  burnt  out  before  the 
book  begins  and,  except  for  their  role  in  a  disaster, 
are  quite  dispensable  to  what  is  noteworthy  in  this 
book. 

The  vignettes  are  another  story,  and  an  often  com¬ 


pelling  one.  Each  can  stand  alone  as  an  example  of 
the  ways  we  hate  ourselves  (and  maintain  we  don’t), 
or  taken  together  they  can  be  seen  as  the  ways  Los 
Angelenos  conspire  toward  self-destruction  while 
giving  the  appearance  of  happy  souls  gliding  through 
sun-filled  days  toward  white  sand  beaches.  Most  of 
the  characters  in  these  snapshots — and  they  are  snap¬ 
shots  in  their  stark  realistic  detail  and  as  outlines  of 
lives  rather  than  as  rounded  portraits — are  momen¬ 
tarily  absorbing,  but  do  they  linger  in  our  conscious¬ 
ness  as  their  stories  begin  to  gather  dust?  As  avatars 
they  are  manifestations  of  a  spirit,  in  this  case  of  a 
city.  Yet  they  are  not  elusive  spirits;  they  are,  in  fact, 
very  predictable:  Dave  Clinton,  macho  impersonator 
and  dabbler  in  S&M,  who  works  at  a  ladies-only  strip 
joint,  and  who  recoils  in  disgust  when  confronted 
with  an  intense  S&M  encounter;  Mandy  Lang-Jones, 
star  TV  reporter  who  exploits  male  hustlers  to  get  her 
grimy  story  of  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  and  who  also  rips 
off  men  sexually  to  get  her  private  thrills;  Officer 
Weston,  vindicated  for  shooting  a  black  mother  in 
Watts  in  the  name  of  family  and  God,  interrupts  a 
potential  child  molester  and  then  jerks  off  in  his 
patrol  car  while  gazing  upon  the  little  girl  who  might 
have  been  the  possible  molester’s  quarry. 

Earlier  in  this  review  I  used  the  word  “trans¬ 
cribed”  to  describe  Rechy’s  method.  I  get  the  feeling 
that  his  characters  are  not  imagined  or  invented,  but 
rather  lifted  in  big  chunks  from  life  and  set  down  on 
the  page.  Words  take  shape  casually  around  these 
casualties  of  big  city  life  and  the  resulting  prose  is 
often  imprecise  and  gaudy,  though  to  his  credit 
Rechy  avoids  the  sensational.  He  writes  this  book  at 
quite  a  distance  (different  in  this  sense  from  City  of 
Night  and  Rushes)  and  his  interest  is  in  behavior 
rather  than  people.  His  characters  are  on  exhibit,  as  at 
a  gallery.  (I’m  reminded  structurally  of  John  Horne 
Burns’  The  Gallery,-  a  more  human,  less  clinical 
book.) 

John  Rechy  is  at  his  best  when  approaching,  exper¬ 
iencing  or  withdrawing  from  the  sexual  encounter. 
His  interest,  and  consequently  the  reader’s,  dimin¬ 
ishes  the  greater  the  distance  he  roams  from  such 
closely  observed  behavior.  Because  of  Rechy’s  tight 
control  and  ruthless  reporting,  the  skirmish  enacted 


on  Mandy  Lang-Jones’  bed  with  one  of  her  TV 
studio  minions  will  be  remembered  as  a  major  battle 
in  the  sexual  power  struggle — heterosexual  variety. 

There  is  one  notable  exception  to  the  stylistic  qual¬ 
ity  quotient  mentioned  above.  The  section  entitled 
“Mrs.  Stephen  Stephens  III:  ‘The  Family  Unit’  ” 
represents  in  its  undiminished  vehemence,  I  suspect, 
the  poor  boy’s  revenge  on  what  he  never  had,  this 
despite  the  fact  that  Rechy  now  despises  its  immacu¬ 
late  sterility.  I’ll  quote  at  length  here  to  capture  the 
cumulative  effect  of  the  mild-mannered  Alana 
Stephens’  rage — and  Rechy’s  prose: 

‘I  want  to  tell  you,  Stephen,  that  two  weeks 
ago,  on  the  high  recommendation  of  one  of  the 
women  we  regularly  have  dinner  with,  I  hired 
Jimmy  Steed,  porn  star  reputed  to  have  the  big¬ 
gest  cock  in  the  world,  and  I  may  have  an  affair 
with  a  young  man  half  my  age — a  male  stripper 
I  met  at  one  of  those  clubs  for  women  only,  on 
one  of  the  nights  you  thought  I  was  at  one  of 
my  silly  classes.  He  may  turn  out  to  be  gay,  but 
I  don’t  care.  Stephen,  you  are  a  tyrant,  a 
bully —  a  cruel,  cruel  man.  You’ve  destroyed 
me,  destroyed  your  daughters — yes,  both  of 
them.  I  kept  it  from  you  that  Linda  was  pulled 
out  of  a  club  they  call  the  West-Sky, 
and — . .  .Oh,  yes,  and  you’re  trying  to  destroy 
our  son.  And  I’m  proud  of  him,  proud  he  stood 
up  to  you,  Stephen — and  that  he  looks  like  me! 
You’ve  kept  me  a  child,  Stephen,  a  silly  child  at 
times.  Stephen,  yowVe  the  criminal.  I  know  I’ve 
come  to  seem  ridiculous  to  you,  and  even  to 
others,  and  so  it  will  amaze  you  to  know  that  1 
really  care,  I  really  do  care  about  injustice. 
But — ...But  I’ve  never  been  taught — I’ve 
never  been  allowed  to  learn! — what  really  to  do 
about  it!’  She  looked  at  her  son’s  face,  she 
looked  at  Linda,  she  saw  the  judge  still  stand¬ 
ing.  But  they  were  not  looking  at  her.  Hadn’t 
they  heard  her  words?  No — because  again  she 
had  not  spoken  them,  had  screamed  them, 
again,  only  in  her  mind.  (p.  187) 

This  is  very  good  writing,  because  the  rage  in  Mrs. 
Stephens’  voice  is  enhanced  when  we  are  told  at  the 
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that  they  could  slip  something  over  on  everybody 
else.  When  word  of  what  was  happening  got  out  to 
the  general  gay  community  during  the  summer  of 
1977,  there  was  much  resentment  from  those  upset  by 
the  presumptuousness  of  these  few  self-appointed 
“leaders.”  Too,  many  felt  that  the  community  was 
not  yet  ready  to  deal  with  the  possible  consequences 
of  a  Right  Wing  backlash.  Sure  enough,  once  the 
measure  passed  the  City  Council  late  in  the  year  a 
group  calling  itself  the  “Volunteer  Organization  In¬ 
volved  in  Community  Enactments  [VOICE]  of  the 
People,  Inc.”  quickly  collected  more  than  enough 
signatures  to  put  its  repeal  on  the  ballot. 

The  authors  detail  the  divisions  within  ECHR  as 
they  see  them,  divisions  which  prevented  the  organ¬ 
ization  from  working  as  efficiently  as  it  could  have, 
given  its  limited  resources.  There  were  three  principal 
factions;  the  group  they  call  the  “conservatives” — 
many  of  those  who  had  initially  influenced  the  City 
Council — believed  that  gays  could  get  what  they 
wanted  through  the  existing  political  system,  held 
traditional  (and  sexist)  ideas  of  a  hierarchical  struc¬ 
ture  for  ECHR,  and  believed  that  gay  sexuality  was  a 
matter  of  “privacy”  not  to  be  discussed  in  public.  By 
contrast,  the  “progressives”  (including  the  Radical 
Caucus)  did  not  believe  gays  could  get  everything 
they  wanted  through  the  system,  sought  a  democratic 
and  non-sexist  organizational  structure  and  viewed 
the  campaign  as  a  vehicle  for  public  education  rather 
than  as  an  end  in  itself.  And  combining  elements  of 
both  approaches,  the  “liberals”  provided  a  crucial 
swing  vote. 

Disagreement  among  the  factions  hampered  the 
organization’s  ability  to  achieve  its  aims.  The  conser¬ 
vatives  nominated  for  coordinator  a  Republican 
organizer  imported  from  out  of  state  who  demanded 
a  $15(X)  per  month  salary  (because  “I’m  worth  it”) 
and  made  derogatory  comments  about  “swishy  fags 
and  leather  jacket  dykes”  during  his  job  interview. 
He  was  rejected.  After  much  wrangling,  three  co¬ 
ordinators  were  chosen,  two  of  whom  essentially  left 
the  bulk  of  the  work  for  the  third  to  do.  When  the 
conservatives  were  outvoted,  they  would  refuse  to 
cooperate  or — in  the  case  of  the  Media  Committee, 
which  they  controlled — they  would  disregard  deci¬ 
sions  that  the  larger  body  had  made. 

Reading  this  book  reinforces  my  belief  that  it  may 
be  the  “good  gays”  who  do  the  most  to  give  us  a  bad 
name,  with  their  sanctimonious  attitude  that  their 
shit  doesn’t  stink.  (Indeed,  the  influence  of  my  child¬ 
hood  toilet  training  is  so  strong  that  when  1  encoun¬ 
ter  the  word  “privacy”  I  automatically  think  of  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  pot.)  They  fool  nobody  (except  perhaps 

Dear  Dr.  Slopes 
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tion.  She  advocated  birth  control  as  a  way  of  freeing 
couples  from  fear  of  the  consequences  of  sex,  thus 
allowing  them  to  have  it  more  frequently  and  with 
fewer  reservations.  She  insisted  that  men  and  women 
learn  to  respond  to  the  sexual  needs  of  their  partners. 
She  recommended,  for  instance,  a  rather  limited 
repertoire  of  what  seems  to  us  like  very  unaccom¬ 
plished  foreplay;  it  is  essential  to  remember,  how¬ 
ever,  that  before  Marie  Stopes  foreplay  meant  the 
drunken  antics  of  faithless  husbands  in  brothels, 
whereas  she  proposed  it  as  a  charming  and  respect¬ 
able  “love  play”  (to  use  her  expression).  It  is  really 
not  going  too  far  to  say  that  she  invented  foreplay  for 
the  middle  classes.  She  encouraged  all  of  her  readers 
to  be  very  modestly  curious  about  their  bodies  and 
their  sexual  responses  and,  by  providing  a  moral 
sanction  for  physical  pleasure,  she  led  us  all  down  the 
primrose  path  to  experimentation.  Under  the  liberat¬ 
ing  influence  of  birth  control  and  Marie  Stopes,  we 
have  created  from  several  centuries  of  repression, 
confusion  and  guilt  something  that  very  closely 
resembles  pleasure.  Her  influence  on  our  lives  as 
homosexuals  cannot  be  exaggerated. 

Ruth  Hall’s  selection  of  a  small,  representative 
part  of  the  immense  library  of  letters  Stopes  received 
tells  us  the  story  of  the  campaign  she  waged  for  sex¬ 
ual  enlightenment.  The  book  also  provides  a  reveal¬ 
ing  glimpse  into  the  sexual  anxieties,  interests,  preju¬ 
dices  and  misconceptions  of  the  untutored  (nearly 
pre-sexual)  mind  that  was  emerging  from  the  dark 
ages  of  Victorian  prudery.  If  you  have  ever  asked 
yourself  how  much  or  how  little  they  knew,  this  is  the 
place  to  find  out.  The  letters,  only  a  small  percentage 
of  which  are  accompanied  by  Stopes’  response,  are 
brilliantly  edited  and  arranged.  They  are  organized 
by  social  class  and  by  those  professions  whose 
resppnse  to  Stopes’  work  was  most  revealing,  and 
thus  they  give  the  fullest  documentary  picture  of  the 
path  of  her  devastating  tornado  of  progress  as  it  tore 
its  way  through  thousands  of  guilty  consciences.  Out¬ 
raged  clergymen  heralded  her  as  the  scourge  of  reli¬ 
gion’ and  propriety.  Physicians  accused  her  of  liber¬ 
tinism.  One  Toronto  lawyer  was  so  disgusted  by  Wise 
Parenthood  that  he  offered  over  a  million  dollars  to 
the -woman  who  had  had  the  most  babies  by  1936. 

Dear  Dr.  Stopes  is  something  of  an  event  in  the 
growing  field  of  social  history;  Hall  has  performed 
an  unusually  exact  dissection  of  the  attitudes  of  soci- 
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ety  to  a  variety  of  sex-related  subjects  and  she  pre¬ 
serves  intact  all  of  the  different  layers  of  the  social 
and  professional  stratification  of  response  to  the 
mysteries  of  the  body.  For  instance,  she  shows  clearly 
that  the  correspondent’s  request  for  information  is 
determined  almost  exactly  by  social  class;  the  lower 
classes  consistently  asked  for  information  about  con¬ 
traception  and  they  reveal  the  most  shocking  ignor¬ 
ance  about  their  bodies;  only  rarely  are  they  in  the 
least  bit  curious  about  pleasure.  The  middle  classes, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  by  and  large  sufficiently 
informed  about  birth  control  to  divert  their  attention 
to  other  anxieties.  They  were  painfully  conscious  of 
sensuality  and  passion  and  they  sought  some  kind  of 
relief  from  the  terrible  moral  responsibility  of  repres¬ 
sion.  For  the  lower  classes,  as  the  many  letters  from 
poor  women  testify,  sex  meant  poverty,  hunger  and 
the  shocking  medical  complications  of  pregnancy; 
for  the  middle  classes,  who  could  afford  the  informa¬ 
tion  about  contraception  that  was  available  from  pri¬ 
vate  doctors,  sex  did  not  pose  the  same  physical  and 
financial  threat.  Thus  only  those  people  who  knew 
how  to  avoid  the  destructive  consequences  of  sex  by 
means  of  birth  control  felt  enough  security  and  inter¬ 
est  to  ask  basic  questions  about  things  like  sexual  ful¬ 
fillment.  The  evidence  Hall  amasses  of  a  direct  link 
between  money,  leisure  and  sexual  curiosity  is  indis¬ 
putable.  Like  it  or  not,  we  have  affluence  to  thank 
for  our  developed  and  refined  consciousness  of  phys¬ 
ical  pleasure. 

The  book  is,  however,  most  remarkable  for  the 
vivid  picture  it  provides  of  extreme  ignorance.  A 
vicar’s  wife  confesses  in  a  letter  describing  her  prob¬ 
lems  in  pregnancy  that  “I  have  only  a  few  very  few 
times  looked  at  that  part  with  the  aid  of  a  mirror  and 
1  cannot  describe  the  horror  and  dread  1  have  of  put¬ 
ting  a  finger  in  anywhere  there.”  Another  woman 
requested  information  about  her  diaphragm;  she 
wanted  to  know  if  she  could  pee  with  it  fixed  in  place. 
(For  many  gay  men  who,  for  obvious  reasons,  often 
know  so  little  about  women’s  bodies,  this  will  not 
seem  like  such  an  ignorant  request,  until  they  realize, 
as  my  two  sisters  so  kindly  and  so  recently  informed 
me,  that  women  have  a  separate  orifice  leading  to  the 
bladder  an  inch  or  two  away  from  the  vagina  where 
the  diaphragm  is  placed;  how,  one  wonders,  could 
she  not  even  have  known  this?)  In  one  letter  a  physi¬ 
cian  describes  to  Stopes  several  sadistic  methods  of 


themselves);  moreover,  their  secretiveness  leaves  us 
vulnerable  to  charges  of  being  devious  and  of  having 
a  secret  agenda. 

The  weakness  of  ECHR’s  strategy  was  most  evi¬ 
dent  when  measured  against  the  effective  demagogy 
of  VOICE,  which  had  recognized  early  in  the  game 
that  an  Anita  Bryant -type  campaign  would  not  go 
over  well  in  Eugene  and  had  deemphasized  religious 
and  moralistic  arguments  in  favor  of  a  more  liberal¬ 
sounding  rationale,  that  the  law  wasn’t  necessary  and 
amounted  to  the  granting  of  “special  privileges”  to  a 
segment  of  the  population  that  was  already  affluent. 
At  a  public  debate,  however,  VOICE  was  able  to 
combine  both  approaches  in  separate  speakers,  with 
devastating  effect  upon  the  ECHR  representatives, 
who  were  unprepared  for  this  tactic. 

The  authors  see  what  happened  during  the  Eugene 
referendum  as  a  signal  event  in  the  development  of 
the  New  Right’s  anti-gay  strategy,  a  view  seemingly 
borne  out  by  its  even  more  refined  performance  two 
years  later  in  rolling  back  gay  rights  in  San  Jose, 
California.  They  attempted,  with  mixed  success,  to 
analyze  the  economic  and  social  roots  of  the  growth 
of  the  Right  since  the  mid-1970s.  One  major  short¬ 
coming  of  ECHR,  they  assert,  was  its  failure  even  to 
try  to  reach  people  in  the  working  class  and  lower 
middle  class  communities  that  made  up  the  bulk  of 
the  anti-gay  vote.  (The  city’s  small  communities  of 
people  of  color  were  also  neglected.)  Profiled  here 
are  some  of  the  personalities  involved  in  the  repeal 
effort,  who  have  since  been  active  in  other  Rightist 
causes,  in  Eugene  and  elsewhere. 

Unfortunately,  no  one  in  ECHR  is  identified  by 
name,  which  weakens  the  narrative  and  at  times  con¬ 
fuses  the  reader.  The  book’s  organization  is  sloppy. 
A  number  of  items  that  should  have  been  placed  in 
the  appendix,  like  ECHR’s  telephone  questionnaire 
and  budget,  clutter  the  text.  Its  tone  is  often  preachy, 
bordering  on  heavy-handed  political  correctness.  For 
example,  ECHR’s  post-election  action  of  defending 
some  gay  men  arrested  in  a  raid  on  a  pornography 
shop  is  too  swiftly  dismissed  because  the  organiza¬ 
tion  acted  “without  analyzing  how  porn  oppresses 
women.” 

None  of  my  criticism  is  to  minimize  the  importance 
of  this  book  in  documenting  an  event  in  our  history 
that  is  already  nearly  forgotten.  But  it  definitely  suf¬ 
fers  from  a  sense  of  having  been  written  to  those  who 
agree  with  the  authors’  theses.  It  Could  Happen  to 
You. . .  would  definitely  have  been  improved  by  an 
expanded  text,  a  broader  perspective  and  a  more 
developed  analysis. 


abortion;  one  woman,  he  tells  us,  swallowed  large 
quantities  of  gunpowder,  while  another  was  more 
successful  by  fixing  a  long  crochet  hook  into  her  cer¬ 
vix.  The  book  abounds  with  the  usual  horror  stories 
about  masturbation.  Even  Stopes  herself  discourages 
those  under  thirty  from  abusing  themselves,  possibly 
in  a  determined  effort  to  drive  them  into  marriage. 

What  becomes  clear  after  reading  hundreds  of 
these  miserable  appeals  is  that  men  and  women  in  the 
twenties  were  experiencing  extreme  alienation  from 
their  own  bodies  as  a  result  of  guilt  and  misinforma¬ 
tion.  Marie  Stopes  taught  some  of  them  that  they 
could  both  enjoy  sex  and  live  the  decent,  moral  lives 
they  all  dreamed  of  living,  and  thus  she  helped  arouse  ‘ 
the  curiosity  that  has  revolutionized  the  sex  lives  of 
us  all. 


Bodies  and  Souls 
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end  that — yet  again — the  anger  was  not  given  voice. 
It  is  only  the  author’s  intrusion — in  the  form  of  the 
observation  that  the  hunk  of  the  “Ladies  only” 
might  be  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  women  in  the 
audience  than  they  would  ever  suspect — into  Alana’s 
diatribe  that  makes  Rechy  less  a  novelist  than  a  docu- 
mentarist. 

A  sinister  figure  hovers  over  this  novel  of  doomed 
souls  in  the  form  of  Sister  Woman,  an  evangelist 
deformed  not  only  by  divine  inspiration  but  also  by  a 
horrific  childhood.  Orin,  one  of  the  Lost  Angels, 
half-believes  in  her  power,  but  in  the  end  his  disillu¬ 
sionment  collides  with  his  growing  attachment  to  his 
two  recently  acquired  friends-disciples  and  he 
becomes  unhinged.  Lisa,  devoted  consumer  of  Holly¬ 
wood’s  romance  factory  products  of  the  ’40s  and 
’50s,  is  left  without  even  her  doll.  Pearl  Chavez,  to 
comfort  her.  Retribution  or  accident — which  rules 
here?  Rechy  gives  no  answers. 

Los  Angeles  in  fiction:  Joan  Didion  and  Nathaniel 
West  come  to  mind.  John  Rechy  can  now  be  included 
as  another  doomsayer,  whose  vision  is  bleaker  even 
than  those  formidably  brooding  California  consious- 
nesses.  I  sometimes  wonder  how  he  can  continue  to 
write  and,  while  my  reaction  to  his  writing  is  always 
mixed,  I  always  find  something  to  admire. 
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BOSTON-AREA  LESBIAN  AND  GAY 
BUSINESSES  (BARS,  BOOKSTORES, 
COUNSELING,  MEDICAL,  ACCOMODA- 
*TIONS,  ETC.)  ARE  LISTED  SEPARATELY 
.WITH  THE  DISPLAY  ADS  IN  THIS  PAPER. 

Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICBSOCIAL 

LESBIAN  AND  GAY  HOTLINE  (8pm-Mld.)  Mon-FrI  426-9371 
BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-While  Men  Social/Support  Group 
c/o  GCN,  Box  1,  167  TremonI  St.  Boston  02111 
BAGLY  (Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth. 

GCN  Box  10GY.  167  Tremont, 

Boston  02111 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop.  43  Winter  SI 
Boston,  02108 
Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 
Box  2750.  Boston  02208 
Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
c/o  Interrante.  24  Greenwich  Pk  ttl,  Boston  02118 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  542-8575 

Chiitern  Mountain  Club  275-1336 

Box  104.  104  Charles  SI..  Boston  02114 
El  Comile  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  ho'osexuals  de  Boston 
P.O  Box  365.  Cambridge.  02139  783-5250  or  354-1755 

Fathers  in  T ransition  (Gay/Bi),  (Ex.Ctr.)266-0621 

c/o  GCN.  Box  6.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston  02111 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 

New  England  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 

Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau. 

P  O.  80X2232,  Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Assoc.  Engineers  and  Scientists 
(LGAES/Boston) 

P.O.  Box  1417,  Boston  02117 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
c/o  GCN  Box  5.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston 
Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm)  Mon-Fri 
Merrymount  Music  Soc., 

Box  401. 104  Charles  SI.  Boston  02114 
Outreach  Institute,  Box  368.  Kenmore  St.,  02215 
Boston  Parents  Flag 

P  O.  Box  125-5101,  Arlington.  MA,  02174 
Project  Place,  32  Rutland  St.  02118 
Transexual  Hotline 

Triangle  Theater.  Box  127,104  Charles  St 
Watchline  (Fri-Mon  7-10pm) 

PQLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance,  Box  65, 

Boston.  021 17  247-3910 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association 
B.U.  Law  School.  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
c/o  GCN.  Box  2.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  02111 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  482-3170 

47  Winter  St..  02108 

GLAD  (Gay  &  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders) 

100  Boylston  Suite  900  Boston.  02116  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall.  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston  02111 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus  262-1565 

Box  179.  118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115 
National  Lawyers  Guild, 

14  Beacon  St..  Boston  02108  227-7335 

STUDENT _ 

Boston  Intercollegiate  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
c/o  GAMIT,  Rm  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda,  260  Ell  Ctr., 

360  Huntungton  Ave.,  Boston  02115 
GAMIT  (Gays  at  MIT), 

MIT  50-306  Walker,  Cambridge  02139 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Student  Assoc.,  Harvard  197  Memorial 
Hall,  Cambridge  02138 
Harvard  Lesbian  and  Gay  Medical/Dental  Students  Group 
Box  250c,  107  Ave.  Louis  Pasteur,  Boston  02115 
Babson  College.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  A.  Babson  Park.WelIsley,  02157 
Tufts  U..  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community. 

c/o  Student  Activities  Off.,  Medford  02155  628-2828 

Boston  College  G  and  L  Support  Group, 

Haley  House.  Chestnut  Hill  02167 
Northeastern  School  of  Law,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
400  Huntington  Ave,  Boston  02115 
U/Mass/Boston,  Lesbian  and  Gay  Ctr., 

Rm  1-4-178,  Dorchester  02125  929-8276 

Brandeis  U..  Triskelion,  Box  2792  Waltham  02254 
Boston  U.,  Gays  and  Lesbians, c/o  Program  Resources 
Off.. 

Sherman  Union.  Boston  02215 
Yale  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alumni/Boston, 
c/o  GCN  Box  7,  167  Tremont.  Boston  02111 
Wellesley  Lesbians  &  Friends,  Feminist  Coop 
Oakwoods.  Wellesley  Coll.  Wellesley  MA  02151 

WOMEN 


Aradia  Counseling  for  Women.  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women's  Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.. 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 
Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  339,  Boston  U  Sta..  Boston  02215 
Lesbian  Lawyers  and  Legal  Workers  723-6327 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  S/M  Group  776-7957 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr..  Cambridge  02139  661-6015 

Somerville  Women's  Center,  1  Summer  St.,  02143  628-6311 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x3184 

Women's  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  021 39  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Am  Tikva  782-8894 

P.O  Box  11.  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St..  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk..  Cambridge  227-91 18 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Lesbian/Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St  ,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Boston's  Other  Voice.  WROR.  98  5FM  Dennis  353-0225 
Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates  (LAGMA) 
c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont.  021 11  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Women's  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville02144  666-0350 

M  EDICAL/COUNSELING 

AIDS  Action  Committee 
c/o  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
16  Haviland  St.  02115 
AIDS  Hotline 

MF3-9pm  Sal  10am-4pm  536-7733 

Boston  Free  VD  Info  1  -800-272-2577 

(8am-10pm.  M-F) 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Exodus  Ctr.,  25  Huntington  Ave.  021 16  266-0612 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Service  542-5188 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling 

Program  (non-profit)  744-5322 

Tapestry  Inc.  20  Sacramento  St.. 

Cambridge  02138  661-0248 

T ufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

INFQRMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470.  Maynard  01754 
Frenz  &  Luvvers.  Box  623. 

Worcester  01601 
Gay  Hotline 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75.  New  Salem  01355 
North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  806,  Marblehead.  01945 
Survival  Crisis  Line 
So.  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance 
Box  712.  Bridgewater  02324 
Tri-County  Assoc.,  c/o  219  East  Main  SI. 

Milford  01757 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley.  P.O.  Box  321.  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St.,  753-8360 

WOMEN _ 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic 
Origins.  Inc..  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 

STUDENT 


236-4882 

756-0730 


745-3848 

471-7100 


584-4997 

473-3529 


996-3341 

745-5873 


Clark  U,  Gay  Alliance.  950  Main.  A-70 

Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Univ.)  Students 

South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 

Salem  St.  College.  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 


288-3228 

423- 0942 
MA  02111 

424- 1993' 
426-9371 

236-4888 
277-3454 


265-3798 
267-9150 
568-0680 
Boston  02114 
262-5250 


437  2738 
253-5440 


495-5476 


Western  Mass.  (4i3) 

INFQRMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562. 

Pittsfield  01201,  442-1819 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass.  Amherst  545-2645 

GALA  (Gay  And  Lesbian  Activists) 

Box  1084,  Northampton  01061 
Help  Line  664-6391, 664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People's  Gay  Alliance 

Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  584-7903 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

WOMEN _ 

Valley  Wimmins  Connection  586-6445 

Common  Woman  Club.  78  Masonic  St.. 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus.  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United  33  Pearl  St,  Pittsfield.  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

Box  402.  Florence.  MA  01060  584-7616 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705:  253-3082,  774-5464 

STUDENT _ 

Hampshire  College  Gay  Men's  Alliance 
Box  89,  Amherst  01002 
Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center. 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  413  Student  Union  RSO  242, 
UMass  Amherst  01003  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


522-5575 


624-6869 


522-2646 

249-7691 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Black  and  White  Men  Together, 

58  Winchester  Ave.,  New  Haven  06511 

562-2906,933-0185 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force.  P.O.  Box  1139.  New  Haven  06505 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Alliance  of  Greater  Danbury, 

c/o  Box  258-Westconn,  181  White  St.  Danbury  06810 
Gay  Switchboard.  Hartford.  M-S  1-11  pm. 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72.06501;  M-F  8-11  pm 
Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St..  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103  547-1281 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  c/o  Women’s  Center. 

Box  U-1 18.  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

22  Allen  PI.  #B3.  Hartford  06106  249-0504 

Shorelinewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center.  Hartford,  c/o  Hill  Ctr., 

350  Farmington  Ave.  Hartford  06106  249-7691 

Women’s  Center.  Manchester  Community 

College.  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  646-4900 

Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  *  486-4738 

Women's  Center.  Wesleyan.  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St..  New  Haven  06510  776-2658 

STUDENT _ 

Alternate  Lifestyles  Awareness  Group, 

Social  Work  House,  Farnham  Ave.. 

New  Haven  06515 

Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain’s  Office.  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale. 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown.  06457 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  at  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale.  Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford06117  523-4841  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  c/o  Yale  Women's  Ctr. 

5051  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 


397-4331 


527-3151 


486-2273 


347-9411 

442-7458 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity/Fairfield  County. 

P.O.Box  348.  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk.  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72.  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  5335.  Hamden  06518 
Integrity/Hartford.  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777. 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford.  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273. 

New  Haven  06505 


522-2646 


787-1518 

522-5575 


777-9808 


MEDICAUCOUNSELING 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

748-5341 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031.  Yale  St..  New  Haven.  06520 

436-8354 

Rhode  Island  (40i) 

Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  751-3322. 272-9247 
Families  of  Gay  Persons  723-0050 

Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903  8pm-midnight 


Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I..  728-9269 

c/o 903  Broad  St.,  Providence  02907  728-6023 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

Brown  Lesban  Collective.c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Ctr. 

Box  1829  Brown  U.,  185  Meeting  St., 

Prividence  02912  863-2189 

186  Meeting  St..  Providence.  02912  863-2189 

Social  Group  for  Gay  Women  over  25 
Box  22,  77  Ives  St..  Providence  02906 
Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students.  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  02912  863-3062 

Brown  U.  Lesbian/Gay  Alumnae/i  Assoc.. 

GCN  Box  5,  167  Tremont, 

Boston  02111  (617)720-1870.661-7223 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231 ,  Pawtucket  02861  942-9400 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Special  Ministry  (terminally  ill.  aged  and 
handicapped).  Rev.  George  McDermott  272-9247 


New  Hampshire(603) 

Gay  NH  Infoline,  lOam-IOpm,  Concord  485-5612 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472. 

Nashua  03061  •  424-3252 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301; 

224-3785.  889-1416, 

746-3339;  (crisis)  483-2592. 

NH  Area  Parents  of  Gays,  140  Kimball  Hill 
Rd..  Hudson  03051  (Sandi  or  Ron)  880-7219 

Greater  Nashua  Area  NH  Lambda, 

P.O.  Box  6443,  Nashua  03063  889-1416 

Speakers  Bureau.  Box  1043.  Concord  03301 
Concord  Area  Gay  Youth, 

Box  832.  Concord  03301  (Ron)  225-5622 

Concord  Men’s  Group 

Box  832,  Concord  03301  (Herb)  485-5612 

Suncook  Gay  Prisoner  Project  485-5612. 

Gemini,  Keene  Support  Group, 

Box  461.  W.  Swanzey.  03469 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394  Portsmouth  03801 
Full  Circle,  monthly  calender  of  women's  events. 

Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women’s  club 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801  436-8958 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 
Campus  Gay  Awareness.  Mem.  U,  UNH  Durham  03824 
Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 
Information  Outlet  1-800-85^-331 1 ' 

Keene  Klondykes,  Box  261, 

Gilsum  03448  827-3766;  847-9589 

Manchester  Men's  Group 
P.O.  Box  3734.  Manchester  03105 


Vermont  (802) 

Gay  AA/Burlington  863-5164 

Central  Vermont  Gay  Men,  (CVGM), 

Box  42,  Barre  05641 
Gay  Student  Alliance 

Box  987,  Johnson  State  Coll.,  Johnson  05656 
Gay  Student  Union.  U  of  Vt.Box  45,  Billings  Center 
Burlington  05405 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS), 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819  626-3618 

Social  Alt.  for  Gay  Men  (SAM), 

Box479,  Norwich,  VT 05055  649-1304 

Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men  387-GAYS  or  (603)  756-4226 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Women’s  Center,  PO.  Box  92  Burlington  05401  863-1236 

Integrity,  Box  126,  Burlington  05402  864-7198 


Maine  (207) 


Gay  Phoneline  (Caribou)  498-6556 

AWA  (Male),  Box  746,  Old  Orchard  Beach  04064 
Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O,  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Interweave:  Unit./Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Community,  Box  215,  Augusta  04330  797-0215 

Lesbian  Rap  Group,  92  Bedford  St.,  Portland 
MCC  Portland.  Box  583  Westbrook  04092 
Mid-Coast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  496,  Camden  04843  236-9015 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
c/o  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave.  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04469  581-1288 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  549-7325(eves  &  wkends) 

Orthodox  Community  of  Holy  Apostles, 

RFD  Box  680.  N.  Whitefield  04353  549-7325 

The  Maine  Chapter,  social  org..  Box  1255,  Ellsworth  04605 


New  York  City  (2i2) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


777-7697 


772-0404 

947-0949 

989-6653 

595-1445 

873-2331 

473-5884 


834-0310 


777-1800 


Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010 
Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
Box  148,  Ansonia  Sta.,  NYC  10023 
Chelsea  Gay  Association 
132  W  24th  St.,  10011 
Christopher  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids 
Gay  Atheist  League  of  America 
PO.  Box  2111,  Rock.Ctr.  NYC  10185 
Dial  a  Gay  Atheist 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind.  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth  of  NY 
208  W  13th  St.  NYC,  10011 
Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  10011 
Gay  Switchboard 
Gay  Teachers  Assoc.,  Box  435, 

Van  Brunt  Sta.,  Brooklyn  1 1215  499-1060,  255-5969 

Gay  Vegetarians  David  876-4381 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club 

c/o  DMS,  Box  513,  132  W.  24th  St.,  NYC  10011 
NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
c/o  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 

208W.  13thSt.  741-2247 

Upper  West  Side  Lesbian  &  Gay  Assoc. 

165  W.  86th  St..  10024 
West  Side  Discussion  Group. 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St.  242-4140 

WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta.  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258, 10116  874-7232 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAULEGAL _ 

Coalition  lor  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St. 


Lesbian  and  Gay  Progressive  Health  Network. 

300  Riverside  Dr .  Suite  11E.  NYC  1(X)25 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
The  New  York  Law  Group,  PO  Box  1899 

Grand  Central  Sta.  10163  628-8532 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834.  Brooklyn  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd.  10036  944-9488 

Lavender  Left  Network 

Box  512,  Village  Sta.  10014  533-4907 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists. 

P.O.  Box  A-711.  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Interreligious  Coalition 
c/o  Strickler.  31  Bethane  NYC  10014 
Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah. 

155  Bank  St.  10014  929-9498 

Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554.  FDR  Sta.  10150  869-3050 

Evangelicals  Concerned  688-0628 

Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001  989-6653 

Lutherans  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Concerns, 

Box  2217,  Brooklyn  11202  596-3839, 278-5066 

MCC/NY,201  W.  13th  St..  10011  242-1212 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  866-3580 

Trinity  MCC,  152  W  66th  St. 

(mail)  Box  1707  NYC  10163 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 


Gay  Theatre  Alliance  Box  294, 10014 
Meridian  Gay  Theatre,  137  W.  22nd  St. 

NYC  10011 

NYC  News,  Box  2171-G.C.C.  10163 
NY  Native,  249  W.  Broadway,  NYC  10013 
Womanews,  PO  Box  220,  Village  Sta,  10014 


255-4713 

869-3981 

964-7272 

925-8021 

989-7963 


STUDENT 


Gay  People  at  Columbia 

Earl  Hall.  Rm  304  10027  280-5113 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810  598-7056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


691-6969 


688-0628 

243-8181 

799-9432 

563-6313 

563-6313 


Gay  Men's  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
Gay  Nurses  Alliance 
44  St.  Marks  PI.  10003 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
c/o  Vachon,  506  W.  42nd  St.  #E5,  NYC  10036, 

Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 
Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 
Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis,  Box  274, 

132  W.  24th  St.,  NYC  1001 1  807-6655,  6664 

St.  Mark’s  Clinic,  88  Uniyersity  PL, 

NYC  10003  691-8282 

AIDS  Hotline  800-221-7044 

New  York  State 

INFORMATION/SERVICBSOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfleld  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6131' 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  Concerns  Committee, 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington  11743 
Gay  Connection  (Th  and  Fri,  8-11  pm) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  1 3202  (315)  475-6857 

Gaymen  and  Lesbians  in  Brookhaven,  PO  Box  203, 
Brookhaven  (516)286-3178 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 

(gay  peer  counseling)  (516)  826-0600 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (18)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  1 1746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  (914)793-5198 

WOMEN 


(516)  324-2468 
(716)  244-8640 
or  244-9030 


(716)275-8341 


Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Line 
Herizon  —  A  Woman's  Space,  77  State  St. 

Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.) 

MEN _ 

Rochester  Gay  Men's  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St,,  White  Plains,  10601 
Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm) 

RELIGIOUS _ 

(Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054  (518)439-9451 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignity/L.L,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  (716)442-5117 


(516)791-5565 

Binghamton 

(716)  244-9030 
(607)  722-3629 


(914)948-4922 


STUDENT/YOUTH 


Extended  Family  for  Gay  Youth 
989  Park  Ave,  Huntington  1 1 743 
Gay  People  at  Cornell 
207  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)244-8640 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Merrill  Ctr,  Willson  Commons 


(516)549-1619 
(607)  256-6482 


14627 

(516)420-2134 

(716)  636-3063 

(516)  246-7943 


Rochester, 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gay  Student  Union,  c/o  Polity 
SUNY  Stony  Brook  11 794 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Vassar  Gay  People's  Alliance.  Box  271,  Vassar 
Poughkeepsie.  NY  12601 

MEDIA _ 

Gay  Alliance  of  the  Genesee  Valley. 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 
Gay  Spirit  (WUSB,  90.1  FM)  Tues.  6-7  p.m.  246-7901 

Long  Island  Connection  P.O.Box  601, 

Huntington  11743  (513)673-3795 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left.  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAULEGAL _ 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)462-6138 


924-2970 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS  SOON  AS 
POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG,  do  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERVICE  TO 
THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER  POSSIBLE 
ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED  SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO 
SUPPORT  THIS  LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($10/YEAR:  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF  YOU 
CANT). 


Jackson 

Continued  from  page  I 
homosexuality  is  more  than  just 
sex.”  The  crowd  went  wild.  Fier- 
stein  also  pointed  out  that  many 
gays  were  now  out  of  the  closet 
and  were  no  longer  keeping  their 
sexual  orientation  private.  ‘‘I  may 
want  to  kiss  my  lover  in  public,” 
Fierstein  added. 

While  some  of  Jackson’s  views 
demonstrated  a  need  for  contin¬ 
ued  consciousness-raising  on  gay 
issues,  he  did  have  some  valid 
words  of  advice  for  the  over¬ 
whelmingly  white  audience  as  well. 
Jackson  criticized  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  for  not  having  more  people 
of  color  in  positions  of  leadership, 
and  said  that  ‘‘your  burden  is  al¬ 
ready  too  great  to  add  racism  to 
it.” 

Jackson  also  advised  gays  to  see 
beyond  their  own  issues:  ‘‘Never 
let  it  be  said  that  you  are  a  single¬ 
issue  narcissist  movement,”  he 
warned.  ‘‘What  does  it  really  mat¬ 
ter  if  you  have  all  your  civil  rights 
and  we  keep  up  this  mad  nuclear 
arms  race?”  Jackson  commended 
the  gay  community’s  efforts  to 
find  answers  to  the  problems 
posed  by  AIDS,  but  said  he 
thought  a  commitment  to  the 
broader  issue  of  health  care  ‘‘for 
whatever  disease,  whatever  class” 
would  be  more  effective  over  the 
long  run. 

Jackson  was  without  a  doubt  a 
fiery,  ebullient  speaker  who  could 
manipulate  a  crowd  and  elicit  an 
emotional  response.  His  prose  was 
liberally  sprinkled  with  references 
to  ‘‘the  gay  and  lesbian  move¬ 
ment,”  references  never  made  by 
last  year’s  speaker,  Walter  Mon¬ 
dale.  Amid  the  national  press 
coverage  of  Jackson’s  soon-to-be 
announced  decision  on  whether  he 
will  run  for  president  was  a  piece  in 
the  New  York  Times  in  late  August 
speculating  he  might  announce  the 
decision  at  the  Fund’s  dinner.  The 
press  that  did  show  up  was  clearly 
there  to  make  sure  such  a  scoop 
would  not  be  missed,  but  Jackson 
contented  himself  with  obvious 
references  to  there  being  nothing 
more  powerful  than  ‘‘a  made-up 
mind.” 

Presidential  aspirations  aside, 
Jackson  may  well  be  successful  as 
the  symbolic  leader  of  what  he 
calls  a  ‘‘coalition  of  the  rejected” 
and  what  has  been  otherwise  term¬ 
ed  ‘‘the  rainbow  coalition.”  ‘‘We 
must  expand  our  notion  of  the 
human  family,”  he  noted  at  sever¬ 
al  points  in  his  speech.  Gays  and 
lesbians  need  to  fight  off  attacks 
from  ‘‘fanatical”  homophobes, 
Jackson  maintained,  but  they 
should  also  join  the  opposition  to 
‘‘the  Klan  and  the  Nazis  who  at¬ 
tack  blacks  and  Jews.” 
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Bob  Nelson 


...  And  in  this  corner, 
The  Homophobes! 


As  the  speechifying  was  get¬ 
ting  underway  inside  the 
Waldorf,  about  50  men  and 
women  set  up  a  protest  line  on 
the  other  side  of  Park  Avenue 
behind  police  barricades.  Some¬ 
how  the  black  and  white  sten¬ 
cilled  signs  looked  famil¬ 
iar. ..from  the  anti-gay 
demonstration  at  St.  Patrick’s 
Cathedral  this  past  Gay  Pride? 
Or  perhaps  from  the  homo- 
phobic  harassment  at  last 
winter’s  hearings  on  the  gay 
rights  bill? 

The  faces,  too,  looked 
familiar,  though  for  this  event 
people  of  color  had  been  con¬ 
jured  up  to  join  the  protest.  Said 
one  black  woman,  ‘‘I’m  out¬ 
raged  at  the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson. 
Homosexuality  is  a  sin  — 
doesn’t  he  realize  that?  He  does 
not  represent  black  people.” 

The  picket  line  appeared  to 
have  been  organized  by  the 
Family  Defense  Coalition,  a 
grab-bag  of  religious  funda¬ 
mentalists  that  recently  urged 
Governor  Cuomo  to  close  down 
gay  bars  and  baths  because  of 
AIDS.  The  group  has  also  met 
with  Dr.  Edward  Brandt  of  the 
National  Institutes  of  Health  on 
the  subject,  to  no  avail.  Also 
familiar  were  odd-lot  groups 
such  as  the  National  Right  to 
Life  Committee. 

The  protesters  distributed  an 
outlandish  press  release,  which 
accused  the  Human  Rights 
Campaign  Fund  of  ‘‘porno¬ 
graphic  profits”  due  to  its 
association  with  such  lights  of 
the  gay  community  as  Jack 
Campbell  of  the  Club  Baths  and 
Jim  French  of  Colt  Studios  in 
Los  Angeles.  The  release  called 
Colt  a  ‘‘national  homosexual 


pornography  operation”  that 
was  part  of  a  $1.7  billion  in¬ 
dustry  that  pursued  a  ‘‘horrify¬ 
ing  exploitation  of  children, 
both  male  and  female.”  The 
North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  came  in  for 
some  potshots  as  well  —  it 
‘‘openly  advocates  homosexual 
pedophilia  with  children  as 
young  as  five.”  But  the  New 
York  Community  Council  of 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Organizations 
got  even  worse  treatment  for 
having  recently  admitted 
NAMBLA  to  full  membership 
in  the  group. 

The  morality-boosters  did  not 
fail  to  pick  on  Jesse  Jackson, 
saying  he  was  ‘‘pandering  to  the 
‘pro-choice’  militant 

feminists.”  That  was  a  factual 
error  at  the  very  least,  for 
Jackson  has  been  quoted  as 
equating  abortion  with  genocide 
and  still  says  he  would  ‘‘never 
encourage  the  choice  of  an  abor¬ 
tion.” 

The  marchers  themselves 
were  a  diverse  lot,  but  their 
chants  were  more  mystifying 
still:  ‘‘God  will  set  you  straight, 
it’s  not  too  late”;  ‘‘Gays  can 
turn  from  sin  and  strife,  our 
lord  will  give  them  a  brand  new 
life”;  and  the  tongue-twister  ‘‘A 
special  note  to  Governor 
Cuomo,  your  g^y  doubletalk 
has  got  to  go.”  Another  factual 
inaccuracy  there:  Cuomo  has 
yet  to  implement  a  campaign 
promise  to  issue  an  executive 
order  banning  anti-gay  discrimi¬ 
nation  in  state  hiring  and 
employment,  which  inspired  a 
round  of  boos  when  his  name 
was  mentioned  to  the  crowd  in¬ 
side  the  Waldorf. 
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Cambridge 

Continued from  page  3 
lot  of  other  people.” 

Fran  Cooper,  another  candidate 
for  the  school  committee,  express¬ 
ed  her  support  and  congratulated 
CLAGA  on  the  scope  of  the  ques¬ 
tions  offered  at  the  candidates’ 
night.  ‘‘When  you’re  not  only  ac¬ 
ting  in  supporting  your  own  con¬ 
cerns,  but  when  you’re  also  acting 
with  other  concerns,  you’re  doing 
a  good  job,”  she  said. 

City  councillor  David  Sullivan 
expressed  his  support  for  a  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  ordinance.  ‘‘I’m 
proud  of  my  record  on  the  city 
council  in  protecting  the  rights  of 
people  in  this  city  in  general,”  he 
said.  Sullivan  also  called  for  a 
civilian  police  commissioner  and  a 
civilian  review  board  for  the  police 
department. 

‘‘We  should  make  it  clear  from 
the  city  council  that  discrimination 
in  the  city  of  Cambridge  based  on 
sexual  preference  will  not  be 
tolerated,”  said  Richard  Branson, 
a  candidate  for  the  council.  Bran¬ 
son  criticized  Police  Chief  An¬ 
thony  Paolillo  for  not  working  to 
improve  relations  between  the  de¬ 
partment  and  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  ‘‘Last  Monday,  I 
talked  with  the  chief  of  police,”  he 
said.  ‘‘It  was  clear  to  me  that  he 
was  not  really  open  to  having  any 
kind  of  in-training  program.” 

Alice  Wolf,  a  former  school 
committee  member  now  running 
for  city  council,  told  the  forum 
that  ‘‘any  form  of  discrimination 
is  unacceptable.”  Wolf  promised 
to  sponsor  a  lesbian  and  gay  rights 
ordinance  if  elected. 

Mayor  Alfred  Vellucci,  the  last 
candidate  to  be  heard  from  at  the 
end  of  a  lengthy  evening,  called  for 
‘‘liberty  and  justice  for  everybody. 
That  means  the  gay  community 
and  it  means  the  ethnic  communi¬ 
ty.”  On  the  question  of  whether 
the  city  should  refuse  to  do 
business  with  companies  that  lack 
sexual  preference  non-discrimina¬ 
tion  policies,  Vellucci  said,  ‘‘Sure, 
I’d  kick  ’em  right  in  the  ass.” 

CLAGA  members  meet  Octo¬ 
ber  6  to  decide  upon  endorsements 
for  the  November  7  election. 


Court 

Continued  from  page  I 
ultimate  decision  is  going  to  come 
from  Congress.  Congress  has 
plenary  power  in  the  field  of  im¬ 
migration.  That’s  one  point  in  the 
Longstaff  decision  that  they  make 
that  is  virtually  undisputed,” 
Howell  continued. 

‘‘Congress  is  looking  at  im¬ 
migration  issues  so  this  might  be 
the  time  to  resolve  it  legislatively 
before  it  can  be  settled  in  the  nar¬ 
row  sense  judicially.  Congress  got 
us  into  this  and  it’s  Congress 
ultimately  that  has  to  get  us  out,” 
he  concluded. 

In  another  development.  House 
Democrats  led  by  Speaker  Thomas 
P.  O’Neill  have  refused  to  bring 
the  new  Immigration  Reform  and 
Control  Act  to  the  floor.  One  ver¬ 
sion  of  this  bill  has  already  passed 
the  Senate  (see  GCN,  Vol.  lO,  No. 
47).  Under  the  Senate  version,  ex¬ 
cludable  cases  would  be  unable  to 
seek  judicial  review,  a  develop¬ 
ment  which  would  virtually  strip 
gays  of  any  legal  avenue  into  the 
country. 

The  House  version,  which  never 
came  to  the  floor,  has  yet  to  be 
defined.  However,  accounts  of  the 
debates  in  committees  indicated 
that  the  issue  of  judicial  review 
was  being  discussed.  According  to 
Howell  of  GRNL,  ‘‘Mazzoli 
[Romano  Mazzoli  of  Kentucky, 
the  House  sponsor]  said  in  May  in 
response  to  a  question  from 
Massachusetts  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
that  as  soon  as  Congress  com¬ 
pleted  action  on  this  bill,  they 
would  take  up  the  issue  of  exclu¬ 
sion,  overhauling  all  of  the 
categories.  Mazzoli  admitted  at 
that  time  that  the  categories  were 
outdated  and  needed  a  thorough 
review  and  he  promised  Mr.  Frank 
that  there  would  be  public  hear¬ 
ings  on  how  best  to  overhaul  those 
categories.” 

GRNL,  according  to  Howell, 
will  continue  to  press  for 
legislative  reform  although  the 
precise  strategy  will  not  be  decided 
‘‘until  the  dust  settles.” 
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Jetway  Observations 


By  Martin  H.  Krieger 

I  had  to  give  a  lecture  in  Dallas 
about  plastic  trees,  doom,  and  the 
sacred.  So  I  bought  myself  a 
USAir  Liberty  Pass  and  ended  up 
going  to  eight  cities  in  eighteen 
days  (of  the  thirty  eligible  days)  on 
four  different  trips,  departing 
from  four  different  airports  (so  I 
could  follow  the  rules  of  the 
ticket),  on  twenty-one  flights 
(twenty-six  legs),  six  times  through 
Pittsburgh,  twice  through  Louis¬ 
ville,  bus  rides  to  Springfield  and 
Providence,  and  lots  of  snacks. 
The  Laughing  Cow  is  a  very  boring 
cheese.  But  you  can  get  a  good 
meal  in  the  Pittsburgh  airport  (and 
not  at  all  expensive),  and  also  in 
Baltimore’s.  1  kept  getting  break¬ 
fasts  of  eggs  and  sausage  on  the 
plane  —  I  should’ve  asked  for 
Kosher,  not  liking  still  to  mix  dairy 
with  even  non-Kosher  meat.  My 
plan  to  write  a  faggot  guide  to  the 
Pittsburgh  airport  never  got  off 
the  ground.  Here,  however,  are 
some  observations  from  the  jet- 
ways  of  America. 

•  Not  all  male  flight  attendants 
are  gay.  Thanks  to  Reaganomics 
and  the  job  crunch,  straight  men 


are  muscling  in.  The  men  are  no 
longer  so  strikingly  handsome  as 
they  once  were.  Maybe  USAir 
works  them  too  hard.  A  more 
careful  study,  comparing  different 
airlines  is  called  for.  Readers  are 
welcome  to  send  in  their  observa¬ 
tions  to  the  author,  in  care  of  this 
newspaper. 

•  Pittsburgh  airport,  crowded  as 
it  is,  is  not  at  all  like  San  Francis¬ 
co’s.  Fewer  alligators,  lots  of  poly¬ 
ester  perversion.  Louisville  is  not 
much  different,  but  at  least  you 
can  buy  postcards  of  grazing 
horses  and  send  them  to  women 
you  know.  I’m  sure  I’ve  missed 
scenes  worthy  of  Straight  to  Hell, 
maybe  in  the  baggage  bins  or  the 
hangars.  Again,  readers  are  wel¬ 
come  to  send  in  their  own  bits  of 
casual  empiricism. 

•  In  St.  Louis  leather  means 
motorcycles,  but  they’re  big  Hon- 
das,  family  affairs.  Or  a  bunch  of 
guys  trying  to  make  a  living  in  a 
high  unemployment  region.  While 
waiting  for  a  ferry  across  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  everyone  is  listening  to  the 
World  Series.  By  the  way,  pink 
Lacoste  still  means  only  one  thing. 
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even  if  he  dates  women,  seems 
only  curious  about  GCN,  and  is 
above  it  all.  Convincing  straight 
friends  of  what  is  obvious  is 
another  matter. 

•  The  National  Gallery  of  Art, 
unlike  any  reasonable  museum,  is 
not  filled  with  obvious  faggots. 
Napoleon’s  crotch  in  the  David 
portrait  could  be  the  theme  for  an 
art  history  course  on  basket¬ 
weaving.  The  rest  of  DC  is  filled 
with  faggots.  (Perhaps  the  high  in¬ 
flux  of  straight  tourists  at  the 
museums  scares  off  the  locals.) 
Larry  Rivers  is  a  spectacularly  fine 
artist,  his  “The  Athlete’s  Dream’’ 
in  the  National  Museum  of  Ameri¬ 
can  Art  being  a  wonderful  paean 
to  his  mother-in-law  and  to  Frank 
O’Hara.  If  this  is  camp,  I  want  a 
lifetime  of  summers.  By  the  way, 
they  are  selling  out  the  dresses  at 
Classic  Clothing  in  Georgetown. 
Halloween  is  coming.  The  issue  of 
Harper’s  with  the  article  about 
Dan  Bradly  has  also  sold  out 
everywhere,  and  Harper’s  Bazaar 
is  not  an  adequate  replacement. 

•  Boyd  McDonald  greets  me  at 
the  entrance  to  his  Manhattan 
hotel  and  says  he  wonders  why  I 
came  to  see  him  since  he  is  at  his 
best  in  his  writing.  Wouldn’t  it  be 
funny  if  this  is  what  Peter  heard  at 
the  pearly  gates?  In  any  case, 
there  were  no  faggots  discernible 
in  my  parents’  shul  on  Yom  Kip- 
pur.  And  Columbus  Avenue  has 
been  saved  by  folks  like  us. 

•  In  Houston  I  am  whisked 
from  the  airport  to  see  a  grand 
multicolored  sculpture  by  Miro 
that  graces  a  downtown  plaza.  On 
one  side  there  is  a  phallus,  on  the 
other  some  tits.  No  ass,  so  perhaps 
Miro  has  not  seen  A  Chorus  Line. 
There  were  no  obvious  faggots  at 
the  Rothko  Chapel,  no  dykes 


either.  In  the  john  at  Mary’s  it  says 
“Let  x  =  x,’’  which  is  both  a  line 
from  Basic  programming  and  the 
title  of  a  Laurie  Anderson  song. 
My  cousin  David  is  roughly  my 
age,  37,  not  married,  a  coach,  but 
he  also  wears  wool  that  looks  like 
polyester.  He  feels  like  he  is  in  my 
family,  but  I  don’t  come  out  to 
him.  There  is  a  chain  of  bars  in 
Texas,  the  Mining  Company.  The 
men  are  not  the  same  at  each  one, 
and  the  differences  attest  to  Texas 
being  big  enough  for  varity.  A 
Tex-Mex  place  let  me  have  one  of 
their  wonderful  red  plastic  tortilla 
holders.  I  liked  Houston.  A  friend 
from  San  Antonio  has  decided  I 
need  more  than  my  head  exam¬ 
ined. 

•  In  Dallas  it  turns  out  that  my 
hotel  is  conveniently  close  to  JR’s 
(an  alligator  and  polo  pony  bar), 
another  Mining  Cdmpany,  and 
the  Round-Up  —  the  discovery  of 
all  my  travels.  Men  dancing 
together,  two-step  and  all,  cowboy 
dress,  virtually  not  a  single  Ad- 
didas  in  the  place.  Not  even  a  pair. 
I  feel  comfortable  here,  and  I’m 
from  Brooklyn  originally.  There’s 


even  a  bar  closer  to  my  hotel.  The 
Uptown,  and  I’m  told  that  it  is 
“more  your  New  York  type  bar.’’ 
I’ll  take  Texas.  Following  some 
obvious  faggots,  I  even  found  a 
good  Tex-Mex  restaurant  nearby. 
They  were  not  truckdrivers. 

•  In  Durham,  Chicago,  and 
Minneapolis  were  old  friends, 
gossip,  an  intensity  of  the  past  one 
inherits  if  one  has  moved  around 
and  still  has  left  his  heart  all  over 
the  place.  My  friends  are  paired 
off  in  varying  degrees  of  commit¬ 
ment,  my  relationship  with  them 
being  on  a  different  plane.  Several 
play  me  Laurie  Anderson’s  Big 
Science.  I  am  to  be  educated. 

The  big  question  in  Dallas  was 
whether  strip  mines  could  be 
redeemed  by  artists.  The  artists 
don’t  want  to  talk  to  the  corpora¬ 
tions,  and  the  corporations  talk 
only  to  God.  Since  I  assure  people 
that  doom  is  not  about  to  happen, 
and  the  world  is  plastic,  that  is, 
designed.  I’m  hoping  for  redemp¬ 
tion  in  any  form  it’ll  come  in.  I  am 
waiting. 

©1982  Martin  H.  Krieger 
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boston,  massachusetts,  02108,  (617)  723-6327 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DR.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
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Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don’t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
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name  _ _ _ _ _ 

address  _ 

city/state/zip  _ _ 


□  I  am  donating  $ -  towards  a  free  subscription 

for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Our  subscriber  list  is  contiden- 
tial.  and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

Gay  Community  News 
167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 

.  _ Boston,  MA  02111 


.  COMMUNITY 
r  NEWS 


□  3  years  (150  issues) 

□  2  years  (100  issues) 

□  1  year  (50  issues) 

□  25  weeks 

□  25  weeks  (low  income) 

□  12  weeks 


□  New 


□  Renewal 
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PRIMO  BALLERINOS 


m  BflLim 


I:  Oct.  19,  21 

Giselle  (Act  II) 
Intermission 

Le  Corsaire  (Pas  de  Deux) 
Ttie  Marc  tie  Slav 
The  Dyiilg  Swan 
Go  for  Barocco 

II:  Oct.  20,  22 , 23 

Swan  Lake 
Intermission 
Spring  Waters 
Lamenation  of  Jane  Eyre 
Pas  de  Quatre 
Intermission 
The  Dying  Swan 
Yes,  Virginia,  Another 
Piano  Ballet 


^^Convulsive  laughter  mingled  with  moments  of  great  beauty*’ 


OCT.  19,20,21 

Boston  Opera  House 


OCT.  22,  23 

Worcester,  E.M.  Loew’s 
Plymouth  Theatre  755-9139 


TICKETS:  Bos.  $10.-$25.  Wos.  $9,50-$19.50 
Orpheum  Box  Office:  482-0650 
Ticketron;  Concertix  (charge)  876-7777 


PSYCHOLOGY  OF  THE 
IMPLICATE 

Transformation  Through 
NEW  PARADIGM 
THEOLOGY  AS 
THERAPY 
MARION  B.  CASE,  PH.D. 

BOSTON  +  HUDSON 

PRIVATE  INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED 

_ (617)  568-0660 _ 


Looking  For  A  Job? 

Thinking  of  a  Career  Change? 

Career  Planning  and 
Development  Counseling 


Paula  Herrington 


Call  for  More  Info:  628-9043 

Slidinu  Scale  l.ncalctl  in  Sunicn illc 


[Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling 
Services 


Formerly  the  HomophUe  Community  Health  Service 
A  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  gay  men 
and  lesbian  women  since  1971 


00  &  2 

g  S  g 

Qq 


^  Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist  ^ 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 

Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
Stress/Anxiety  Reduction  Relief  from  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 

(617)  423-4235 

V  2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  J 


JAjjC 

• 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS, 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 

for  all  your 

needs 

45  Williams  Street 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Moss.  02181 

E.  Orleans,  Moss.  02643 

235-8500 

255-2600 

Call  Toll 

Free  1-800-352-3185 

LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN: 

IF  YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accountant  *  bar  *  bath  *  booftslor*  * 
dentist  *  doctor  *  dog  groonier  t  hotel  * 
lawyer  *  pubUcatfon  *  social  group  * 
switchboard  *  synagogue  *  travel  agent  * 
therapist  *  youth  group  *  or  any  other 
business  or  orgaidzation  spodaizing  in 
serving  gay  people,  you  noed: 

GAYELLOW 

PRGES^ 


MHOHM.  BNTION:  USA  &  (JiNAOA  $10; 
aulsMo  N.  Afflorica  $12. 

NEW  VOM/NEW  JERSEY  EDITION  Includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section. 
$3.50;  outside  N.  America  $4.50. 
NORTHEAST  BHUON  covers  (>)nnecticul. 
Delaware.  District  at  (MumUa.  Maine. 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont, 
W.  Virginia.  $3.50:  outside  N.  America 
$4.50. 


ImWHm*  Mum,  ew  am  WWp  IMiiV  MwHM. 

*T  laM.  M  bgua  MM  MciiMr  ot  nm  am  mm.  yew 
m  a  addraa  kew  ttncDy  cenlttMul  le  lU  >  euiiiieee 
or  orgemiwoi.  eend  rumged  seV-iddriseed  Imineie-tae 
emeleee. 

Ormitg  »  mf  nvi  tmt  OmvB  m  mfK  cememm.  m 
peymeM*  Im  ovawe  Me  USA  mar  mm  US  tuna,  tyr 
rtar  OlNce  Itomf  omr  m  Onede  OeriUdW  Macs  a 
nmtUt  IWm  sad  Oeyr  aeeM.  MM  Itnge  St.,  tram. 
Onano  mr  2A6 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort . 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


WARD,  RIZZO  &  LUND 
Attorneys  at  Law 

is  pleased  to  announce 
the  relocation  of  our  offices 
to  the  Back  Bay 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  11 
(at  Massachusetts  Avenue) 
Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


John  P.  Ward  Cindy  T.  Rizzo  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  H.  Plainer 

Michael  A.  Schofield,  Office  Manager 
Karen  Kahn,  Office  Clerk 


Gay  Men's  Therapy  Group 


The  focus  of  this  group  is  intimacy  — a  source  of  conflict  for 
many  gay  men.  The  group  will  explore  the  difficulties  in 
establishing  closeness  with  lovers  and/or  friends.  Through 
interaction  in  the  group,  members  can  implement  new, 
healthier  ways  of  meeting  one's  intimacy  needs. 

Insurance  accepted  •  Group  starts  mid-October 

contact  Jim  Fishman,  LICSW 
at  262-7633 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 

Mon.-Thurs.  4  ,im-4  jim  Fri-S.il  4  |im 
Wed.  (y-a  [im  W.ilk-ln  VD  Te''ting  TriMtmenl 

■WednesH.iy  Evenings  —  G.iv  Men’s  Sexii.illy  Tr.insmilleil  Oise.ise  Nighi 
ay  Ajipointmenl  Only  —  .IS  of  ( )( t.  [,  ]c)g^ 

Specialties  Include 

•  lntern,il  medicine,  intecllous  dise.ise,  derm.itology.  hem.ilology.  oncology,  minor  surgery, 
[lOfii.itry  (including  sports  mt'dit  incM.  nutrition,  f.imilv  pr.u'Micv  psyi  huilry.  intertilily, 
gynecology.  Mmily  pLmnmg 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  On  Cili  Service 

•  Open  to  ail  regardless  t)f  residenc  e 

•  Reasonable  fees;  Insurance  and  V!SA/MasierC  ard  accc*pled 

13  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/EESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain.  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


LICENSED  PSYCHOTHEfiAPIST 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


BRUCE  E.  MASSARSKY,  M.S.W.,  L.I.C.S.W. 


THE  DOWNTOWN  PSYCHOLOGICAL  ASSOCIATES 


PERSONALIZED  individual,  couple  and  group  therapy 

DAYS:  (617)  227-4898  89  STATE  STREET 

EVENINGS:  734-2587  SUITE  300 

BY  APPOINTMENT  BOSTON.  MA.  02109 

HAVE  YOUR  LIFE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOIABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wills/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 

FREE 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 
partnerships/cor[)orations 

INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 

Park  Sciuare,  Boston,  MA  02116 


Classifieds 

JUST  FRIENDS _ 

COOL  18  WHEELER  DRIVER 
Looking  for  friends  when  I  lay  over  in 
Peabody  Allston  Springfield  area.  I  dig 
yng  slim  guys  w/  long  hair  &  tight  jeans. 
Send  phone  #  to  PO  Box  208  Port  Read¬ 
ing,  NJ  07064^ _ (15) 


PERSONALS _ 

MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
My  favorite  fair  was  quite  a  day. 

Too  bad  you  weren't  there. 

I  really  had  the  will  to  play 
and  forgot,  for  a  moment,  care. 

So  the  best  part  really  was  the  last, 
when  you  arrived  with  grace, 
and  then  the  time  went  flying  fast 
and  all  beauty  was  in  your  face, 

I  wish  that  you  could  play  with  me 
before  all  time  is  gone, 

I  wish  that  you  could  stay  with  me 
endlessly  on  and  on. 

But  all  I  hear  is  ticking  clocks 
and  the  mirror  on  the  wall 
reflects  an  image  that  only  mocks 
whatever  is  all  in  all. 

A  smile  goes  past,  a  sigh  floats  up. 
What  were  we  meant  to  do? 

I  guess  we’re  meant  to  fill  the  cup. . . 
Whatever.  I  love  you. 

All  my  love.  Porcupine. _ 

GWM  39,  5'9'',  148,  bl  SP  hr  OK  Iks  prof 
over  ed  sk  sim  int  in  ser  invol  sin  goal 
orin  sen  hum  a  must.  GCN  Box  731.  (13) 

GWM  32  6'2''  185,  masc  attr  tired  of 
bars  &  plastic  scene.  Looking  for  sin¬ 
cere,  fun-loving  sensual  GM  25-35  who 
is  willing  to  spend  time  working  on  a 
relationship.  Do  you  know  how  to  live, 
love  &  laugh?  GCN  Box  732. _ (1^ 

GADSDEN  ALA 

Emma  Sansom  HS  1949-53  I  was  there, 
were  you?  Let’s  get  reacquainted! 
Write  GCN  Box  733. _ 0^ 

SE  MASS  AND  Rl  WOMEN 

*  Old-fashioned  L  27  would  like  to -meet 
new  friends/companions.  My  interests 
include  outdoor  sports  &  indoor  games, 
old  movies  &  music,  varied  conversa¬ 
tion  &  new  learning  experiences.  Pis 
wrte  GCN  Bx  734. _ (14) 

SHARE  ACTIVITIES,  THOUGHTS 
25  yo  br/br,  190  lb  GWM  premed  student 
sks  friend  who,  like  me,  is  conscien¬ 
tious  about  physical  fitness  &  school. 
Let’s  spend  time  together  to  make  day- 
to-day  life  happier.  POB  445,  Brookline, 
MA  02146. _ (^ 

Herpes  victim,  good  looking,  GWM, 
S'O",  140  lb,  23,  sks  relationship  with 
others  18-30.  GCN  Box  735. _ Q7) 

Average  guy  looking  for  same,  tired  of 
bars,  one  nighters  then  maybe  you  too 
would  like  to  develop  a  1  to  1  type  rela¬ 
tionship  in  your  personal  life  &  for  the 
right  guy  also  your  business  life.  I  am 
self-employed  in  Fia  &  Northern  NY. 
5'8",  brown  hair,  biue  eyes,  med  build, 
in  my  forties,  not  into  drugs  or  hard 
drinking,  no  Adonis,  but  not  looking  for 
one,  just  a  down  to  earth  type  guy  who 
appreciates  real  values,  will  share  it  all, 
your  photo  gets  mine.  Answer  only  if 
you  are  sincere.  120  Russ  St,  Marianna, 
FL  32446. _ (1^) 

FRENCH  VETNAMES  OTHERS  OK 
WM  59  sks  houseboy  25-45  no  facial 
hair  room  board/expense  allowance 
$150/mo  personal  relocation  Itr  phone  # 
nude  photo  to  TW  Box  93,  Bonneau,  SC 
29431. _ (1^ 
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INTO  RUBBERS??? 

Dyke  &  fag  pals  seek  others  for 
challenging,  fun.  but  anti-competitive 
bridge.  We're  competent,  but  rusty.  No 
maniacs,  or  weird  conventions,  GCN 
Box  696.  (c) 

19  yr  oid  Italian  gay,  attractive  gifted, 
active  &  passive.  Ikng  for  masculine 
guys  who  can  put  me  up  for  some  days 
or  weeks  in  Aug,  Sept  or  Oct.  Walter 
Caporale,  V.  Martiri  6  Ottobre  33.  66034 
Lanciano  (Chieti)  Italy. _ (38  + ) 

While  chaos  sets  in  on  maps  of  the  unit 
interval.  I’m  looking  for  a  real  relation¬ 
ship  that  scales  to  infinity.  GCN  Box 
686; _ 

Violets  are  blue 
Roses  are  red 

I  needed  you 

like  a  hole  in  the  head 

So.  if  you  don't  mind 

Leave  a  space  in  the  bed. _ 

CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISERS 
Please  send  me  anecdotes  about  the 
experiences  you  have  had  as  a  result  of 
either  placing  or  answering  a  GCN  per¬ 
sonal.  1  want  to  write  a  piece  about  it. 
Everything  wili  be  done  very  discreetly 
Tell  me  if  you  want  me  not  to  use  your 
name  and  I  will  definitely  not  use  it. 
Just  send  info  to  Waiker,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St,  5th  Fioor,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thank  you  very  much. _ 

RADCLIFFE  LESBIANS 
LARC  potiuck  brunch  Sunday  Oct  16, 

II  am  at  Alumnae  Hse,  Brattle  St.  Stu¬ 

dents,  alumnae,  staff  invited.  Bring 
music,  instruments,  food. _ 03) 
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IMMUNE  SYSTEM  THERAPY 

Arica  Vortex  &  Chua’Ka  Massage 
guarantees  Rejuvenated  Immune 
System,  Vital  Energy  &  Zest  for  Life. 
Removes  Pain,  Fears  &  Toxins  from 
Body/Mind.  Also  new  BIOENERGY 
HEALING  as  seen  on  TV  for  chronic 
untreatable  illness,  Wt  Loss,  Smok¬ 
ing,  Phobias.  9am-6pm. 

536-6336 


GAY  AND  LESBIAN  CHORUS 
Gay  and  lesbian  singers  are  invited  to 
join  a  new  chorus  in  Boston.  We  will 
concentrate  qn  classical.  American, 
Theater,  and  contemporary  music, 
meeting/rehearsal  will  be  Tuesday. 
8:00  pm  at  the  Community 
Music  Center  of  Boston  48  Warren  Ave. 

RELATIONSHIP  ORIENTED 
GBM  Pisces  22  yo  6',  160  lb,  romantic  & 
loyal  seeks  act  GWM,  20  to  36,  Scorp, 
Leo,  Can,  Capr,  pref.  U  must  be  loyal  & 
affectionate.  No  fats,  s/m,  ferns,  mar¬ 
ried  men.  I  enjoy  music,  theatre,  movies 
and  fun.  GCN  Box  725. _ (11) 

ATTENTION  ADVERTISERS!! 

People  have  been  leaving  classifieds 
downstairs  by  our  front  door  early  in 
the  morning  (late  at  night???!.  Please, 
do  not  do  that.  We  often  do  not  receive 
them.  Thank  you. _ 

LOOKING  FOR  A  FRIEND 
Attr  GWF  30  sks  GF  27-32  tor  friendship 
&  caring.  Enjoy  honest  conversation, 
dining,  music,  dancing,  bars  &  fun.  If 
we  have  something  in  common,  I’d  like 
to  meet  you  Boston  or  suburbs  only. 
GCN  Box  727. _ (1^ 

AUSTRALIAN  would  like  pen  pals,  par¬ 
ticularly  blacks.  Retired,  easy-going, 
raises  orchids  and  cacti  for  hobby. 
Many  interests.  Write  Neil  Drummond, 
15  Woods  St.,  Norwood,  South 
Australia  5067. _ (c) 

LF  40  yo  intel,  professional  LARGE 
GODDESS  sks  same  35  -i-  for  long  term 
lover/friend.  Likes  laughter,  loving,  art, 
writing,  music,  quiet  4imes,  ocean,  talk¬ 
ing,  listening,  animais.  Must  want  shar¬ 
ing/caring  rela,  think  big  is  beautiful. 
Nonsmoker.  Am  in  Prov,  Rl  comfortably 
commutable  OK.  GCN  Box  728.  (13) 
Bos  LF  articulate,  sensitive,  attr,  & 
bright  sks  same  29  +  to  enjoy  the  many 
colors  of  fall.  I  love  country  inns,  choco¬ 
late,  the  Mass  coast,  cafes  &  romantic 
eves.  Pis  write  GCN  Box  729  &  tell  me 
about  you. _ (13) 


THE  CHORAL  MAJORITY 
SINGS 

Hear  “Amazing  Gays,’’  “Dyke  the 
Halls,"  and  much  more  on  The 
Choral  Majority’s  greatest  hits 
cassette  $6.00  &  sing  along  with 
The  Hymnal,  Words  &  Music  $4.00 
+  .50  postage.  964  Valencia,  SF, 
CA  94110. 

HAVING  PROBLEMS? 
Sometimes  it’s  really  hard  to  sort 
through  problems.  It  helps  to  talk  about 
them.  Confidential  advice.  One  free 
foiiow-up  letter.  Send  problem  &  $20  to 
Susan  L  Harrington  Box  952A,  Lake 
Crystal,  MN  56055. _ (13) 

Sensitive  GM  57  sks  same  in  40s  or  50s. 
Object:  Friendship  and  intimacy.  GCN 
Box  721. _ (15) 

ADVERTISERS,  PAST  AND  PRESENT 
AND  YET  TO  COME 

Greet  your  friends 
or  your  foes 
in  our  classified  pages 
and  you’ll  be  remembered 
for  ages  and  ages. 

Be  counted 
a  midst  the  lucky  few 
while  we  still  have 
some  space  for  you ! ! ! 

(Try  us,  you’ll  like  us. 

Most  of  our  readers  turn  to  the 
Classifieds  First!) _ 

GCN  SPECIALS 

TYPEWRITER  TABLE 
We  need  a  table  for  one  of  our  type¬ 
writers  so  we  can  roll  it  around  instead 
of  having  to  carry  it.  Most  of  us  have 
bad  backs.  We  couid  use  one  about  16" 
X  20".  if  you  wish  to  bestow  one  upon 
us,  please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  Thank 
•you. _ 

If  you  have  paperback  (especially  gay) 
books  that  you’ve  read  and  don’t  want, 
the  Prisoner  Project  would  like  them  to 
send  out  to  prisoners;  Fiction  or  non¬ 
fiction,  gay  or  straight;  many  of  our 
prisoner  readers  are  in  for  “crimes  of 
love"  (outdoor  sex,  man/boy  sex,  etc.), 
and  books  on  these  subjects  are  much 
sought.  Please  call  Mike  at  426-4469 
BED  US! 

Well,  cot  us,  anyway.  We  would  really 
appreciate  it  if  someone  wouid  give  us 
a  cot  or  two.  We  have  severai  staffers 
with  bad  backs  and  a  cot  to  lie  down  on 
during  the  day  would  help  them  tremen¬ 
dously.  If  you  want  to  give  us  one, 
please  call  Michael  426-4469.  Thanks. 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  as  well,  unless  you 
really  want  It  otherwise. 


PUBLICATIONS 

The  Gay  Caballero  Magaz/ne— pub¬ 
lished  every  month.  For  mature  adults. 
1  yr  subscription  $30.  +  free  personal 
ad  (30  words  or  less).  Mall  ck  or  money 
order  to  Sam  McVicker,  publisher,  203 
Pine  St,  Johnstown.  PA  15902. _ (1^ 
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GRAB  ITT 


ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  the  classified  rates 
go  up.  Any  ads  received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  advantage  to  pay 
at  the  new  rates.  (See  ad  form.)  This  was  a 
necessary  increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch  any¬ 
one  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for  your  patience 
and  cooperation.  .  .and  your  money!! 


Read  In  These  Times,  the  independent 
national  socialist  newspaper.  Each 
week  brings  fresh  and  responsible  soc¬ 
ialist  analyses  of  critical  issues  &  uni¬ 
que  features.  Congressperson  John 
Conyers  says  we're  “invaluable.’’  SF 
Supervisor  Harry  Britt  supports  us.  Why 
don’t  you  read  us?  6  mo  sub/10.95.  In 
These  Times,  1509  N.  Milwaukee,  Dept 
A,  Chicago,  IL  60622.  (29)  (30x) 

GUARDIAN;  Independent  radical  news¬ 
weekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and  minor¬ 
ity  struggles,  and  international  pro¬ 
gressive  movements.  Special  offer  4  is¬ 
sues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept.  GCN, 
33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011. _ (6)0 

Monthly  calendar  of  women’s  events  in 
Maine,  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,, 
$1  for  sample  issue,  $7.50  per  year. 
Write:  Full  Circle,  P.O.  Box  235,  Con- 
toocook,  NH  03229. _ (15) 

PLEXUS 


If  I  had  the  time 

If  I  had  the  place 

You  would  have  kisses 

All  over  your  face. _ 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 


2  lesbians.  2  GM  sk  rmte  to  fiil  their  fun- 
loving,  spacious  Cambridgeport  home. 
Pref  lesbian  in  her  late  20s  (at  least). 
Vegetarian,  feminist,  political,  collec¬ 
tive  house  w/  nice  yard,  $169  -i-  last 
month.  Call  Jeremy  days  at  542-0144  or 
leave  message  for  him  at  426-4469.  (c) 


San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Women’s 
Newspaper  since  1974  brings  you  mon¬ 
thly  feminist  news,  reviews,  features, 
community  forum,  caiendar  &  more. 
Subs  are  just  $8/yr;  sample  copy  $1.  545 
Athol  Ave.,  Oakland,  CA  94606.  (1/mo) 

Free  T-Shirt  with  $35  mail  order!  An¬ 
notated  Lesbian/Feminist  bk  &  record 
catalog  for  two  20‘  stamps.  Womankind 
Books,  Dept  GCN.  10  W.  Carver  St., 
Huntington.  NY  11743.  MasterCard  & 
Visa!  _ 

HOW  GAY  IS  YOUR  LIBRARY? 

Pamphlet  of  tips  for  non-librarians  on 
how  to  get  gay  materials  into  libraries, 
available  from  the  Gay  Task  Force  of 
the  American  Library  Association. 
’’Censored,  Ignored,  Overlooked,  Too 
Expensive?  How  to  Get  Gay  Materials 
into  Libraries”  explains  library  selec¬ 
tion  policies  in  a  general  way,  and  tells 
how  you  can  get  a  library  to  buy  more 
gay  books  &  periodicais.  Also  tells  what 
to  do  if  library  refuses  your  request; 
why  gay  bks  are  sometimes  kep  where 
you  have  to  ask  for  them;  &  how  to  don¬ 
ate  materials  to  the  library.  $1  to  Bar¬ 
bara  Gittings  — -  GTF,  P.O.  Box  2383, 
Phila.,  PA  19103.  Bkstore  &  bulk  order 
discount  available.  More  info:  Barbara 
Gittings  (215)  382-3222. _ (c) 

Special  issue  of  CHANGES  on  Femin¬ 
ism  published  jointly  by  Solidarity:  A 
Socialist  Feminist  Network  and  the  In¬ 
ternational  Socialists.  Includes  article 
by  Nancy  Wechsler  on  the  lesbian/gay 
movement,  Wally  Silanpoa  on  personal 
politics  as  well  as  articles  on  women’s 
liberation,  reproductive  rights,  women 
and  the  disarmament  movement,  and 
more.  Available  for  $2.50  (includes 
postage)  from  SOLIDARITY,  725  O’Far¬ 
rell  #35,  SF,  CA  94109  or  from  Nancy 
Wechsler,  c/oGCN,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

FOCUS 

A  Journal  for  Lesbians.  America’s  old¬ 
est  literary  mag  for  lesbians.  11  yrs  con¬ 
tinuous  publication.  Fiction,  poetry,  re¬ 
views,  essays,  graphics.  Quality  our  on¬ 
ly  criterion.  Submissions  as  well  as 
subscriptions  always  welcome.  Or 
come  see  us,  first  Weds  of  the  month. 
7pmatOCBC,  1151  MassAv,  Camb,  MA 
02138,  or  DOB  office.  $8/yr  for  6  issues. 
$1.35-t-40«  postage  for  sample  copy. 
$10/yr  for  libraries.  Plain  envelope.  For 
further  info  (617)  259-0063. 

Socialist-Feminism  Discussion 
Bulletin;  articles  on:  Trends  in  the 
women's  mvt.  reproductive  rgts,  les¬ 
bian/gay  liberation,  community  org,  wk- 
ing  women,  soc-fem  theory.  Available 
from:  SOLIDARITY,  A  SOCIALIST- 
FEMINIST  NETWORK.  725  O'Farrell 
#35.  SF,  CA  94109.  (415)  775-7213.  ($3.95 
including  postage.)  _ (c) 


Gay  owned  and  operated 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
_ 522-0826. _  (10) 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  646-6540 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


ROOMMATES _ 

2  GM  smkrs  sk  quiet,  stable  GM  or  F  for 
Allston  apt  w/  view.  Avaii  11/1.  $210  inc 
hi.  David  426-4469  days,  John  734-6549 
after  5. _ (c) 

2  LF  sk  3rd  24 +  ,  nonsmoking,  for  apt 
by  Porter  Sq.  Fireplace,  small  garden, 
Ig  kitch,  wood  firs,  quiet  street,  base- 
ment.  Avail  Nov  1.  $168 -t- .  628-7734.  (13) 
GM  25,  LF  34  sk  similar  3rd  rmte  for  Ig 
sunny  apt  in  nice  area  JP  nr  T.  133  -i- 
utils.  First,  last  mo  rent  -i-  sec  dep— 
total  400  down.  Avail  now.  247-1636 
leave  msg  JC  &  Gig. _ (13) 

GWF  sks  M  or  F  to  share  2  bdrm  1 V2  bth 
townhouse  xtras  washer/dryer  club¬ 
house  w/  indoor  pool  &  sauna.  10  min 
walk  to  T.  Malden,  350  -i-  utils,  Nov 
occup.  324-3790  after  6  pm. _ (1^ 

Newton:  2  LF  sk  1  LF  25-1-  for  roomy, 
very  attractive  house.  Quiet,  safe  area. 
Trees,  garden,  porch,  w&d,  ww,  fire¬ 
place,  parking.  Minutes  from  T,  Pike, 
128.  Warm  independent  living.  No  more 
pets.  $275  -I-  low  util.  A  very  nice  place 
to  live.  244-0910. _ (1^ 

FABULOUS  W  SOMERVILLE 
2  GM  sk  same  for  friendly/indep  house¬ 
hold  in  Davis  Sq.  Share  food  &  meals, 
chores,  etc.  $166  -1-  util.  Non-smoker, 
no  pets,  please.  776-6377. _ (c) 

LF  sks  indep,  neat  &  consid  LF  to  shr  2 
br  apt  nr  Union  Sq  Som.  Sunny,  Irg  rms, 
nr  buses.  $247.50  inc  ht.  Sec  dep.  No 
pets.  Avail  Nov  1.  Clare  628-2326  (eves). 

L  30  sks  resp  indp  prof  L  to  shr  2  bd 
sunny  apt  in  Cent  Sq  area.  I’m  veggie, 
quiet,  not  PC.  Sunny  apt  gd  location. 
$219/mo-f  .(617)492-2838.  (13) 

LF  &  BiF  seek  third  for  semi-coop, 
semi-veg,  non-smoking  apt.  in  West 
Somerville.  Music,  food,  politics,  gar¬ 
dening,  food.  $158  -I-  utilities.  Give  us  a 
call:  Nancy  and  Rachel  776-6827  (c) 


Fourth  roomte  needed  for  S  End  apt  2 
firs,  w&d,  dw,  htd,  deck,  pref  LF,  non¬ 
smoke,  250/mo  -I-  phone  &  V* *  elec. 
247-2316  aft  5, 894-3600x2239.  '  (13) 

JP:  LF  for  3  bdrm  apt  Ig  rm  porch  5  min 
to  Arb  nr  Orange  &  Green  lines.  Semi- 
veg.  Cooperative  yet  independent. 
Hugs,  fun,  healing  space.  175-1- ,  gas  ht. 
No  more  pets.  524-4199  til  11  pm; 
964-5100  X  211,  ask  for  Kathy. _ (13) 

JOBS  WANTED 

GCN  illustrator  seeking  employment  in 
Boston  or  Camb.  RISD  BFA  in  print 
making  1  year  floral  exp  will  consider 
any  opp.  Hard  working.  Help  me  out.  27 
East  Manning  St,  Prov  Rl  02905.  (401) 
272-5011.  David  Storm. _ (1^ 

POSITION  WANTED 
GWM,  55,  200#,  6  ft,  COMPANION, 
Executive  Secretary,  Business  Mana¬ 
ger,  Easy  going,  casual,  compatible. 
Bionic  implant.  Could  relocate.  Serious 
inquiries  only.  Robert,  Box  5992,  KC, 
M064111. _ (13) 

APARTMENTS _ 

Dorch— 2  br  apt  on  Jones  Hill.  Savin 
Hill  on  Red  Line.  Harbor  view,  paneled 
kitchen,  large  attic.  $350/mo,  ht  sep, 
hse  insulated.  282-1244  after  5.  Avail 
10/1. _ (1^ 

DORCHESTER  RONAN  PARK 
Nicely  decorated  owners  apt  looking 
for  caring  occupants  2  bdrm  -t-  den, 
modern  bath,  oak  floors,  insulated, 
close  to  T,  $400  -I-  utils.  No  dogs.  Open 
house  Sunday  noon-3:00.  265-9484.  (14) 
JP  attrac  newly  renovated  1  bdrm  apt, 
many  extras,  in  owner  occ  bldg  350/mo, 
no  utils.  Days;  223-7835/4294  ask  for  D. 
Kelly. _ _ _ (1^ 

ALL  APARTMENT  ADS,  even  if  you  rent' 
space  in  your  own  home,  are  business 
ads  and  must  be  paid  for  at  the 
business  rate  (see  form). 


ASHMONT  DORCHESTER 
Refin  5V2  rm  apt  vg  cond  Oct  1,  refhd 
wd  firs  new  htg  system  Ig  kitch  back  yd 
w/  porch  conv  to  T  $350/mo  -f  util.  Jim 
825-2692,  pm. _ (11) 

Dorchester  6  rms  renovated  own-occ  3 
family  350/mo  no  utils  also  2nd  fir  non- 
renovated  275/mo  no  utils.  282-1196 
after  6  pm. _ (13) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

LESBIAN  NRSG  SUPPORT  GRP 
Lesb  nurses  interested  in  starting  Bos¬ 
ton  area  grp  (monthly  potiucks)  for  sup¬ 
port,  info  exchange  re:  alternative 
health  practices  (polarity,  massage, 
ther  touch  etc),  call  484-9346  and  leave 
message. _ (11) 


I 


Classified  deadline,.  Tues.  noon.  All  ads  must  be 
prepaid.  No  ads  accepted  by  phone.  GCN  is  a 
national  paper,  include  area  code  with  phone 
numbers.  All  apartment  ads,  even  if  you  rent  space  in 
your  own  home,  are  business.  Make  check  or  M.O. 
payable  to  Gay  Community  News,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  FI.  Boston,  mA  02111. 

Business:  $7.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line).  50(C  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines  are  $1.00 
for  25  units. 

Non-Business:  $5.00 -per  week  for  4  lines  (35  units  per 
line);  each  additional  line  250:.  Headlines  50c  for  25 
units. 

Box  numbers  are  $1.00  for  6  weeks,  you  may  pick  up 
mail  at  the  GCN  office  Mon.-Fri.,  10-6.  If  you  wish 
your  mail  forwarded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks, 
$6.(X)  for  3  months.  Mail  is  forwarded  at  the  end  of 
the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 


Display  Classifieds  (boxed  ads):  $12  per  column  inch. 
Please  circle  category  ad  is  to  run  under. 


ACCOMMODATIONS  APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE 

INSTRUCTION  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 

JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOUND  MISCELLANEOUS 

MOVERS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

PERSONALS  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

REAL  ESTATE  RESORTS  RIDES 

ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 

Headlines . at  $  per  wk.  $  . 

First  4  lines . at$  .  perwk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $...  _  perwk.  $ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $ 

3  months  forwarding  at  $6.00  $ 

Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  $ 


Name _ City _ state 

Address _ Zip _ Phone 

Please  print  neatly,  use  shaded  area  for  headlines  and  additional  lines 
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Classifieds 

GAY  MEN'S  COVEN 
Exploring  our  spirituality  in  WICCA  ser¬ 
ious  students  in  NYC  &  Seattle.  SASE, 
pis— Kathexis  PO  Box  4538,  Sunnyside, 
NY  11104, _ (14) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
LesbIan/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  MF  7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm, 
536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON,  355 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (c) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap.  Raps  evry  Tues, 
Thurs  8  pm;  35  pis  rap  2nd  Wed,  last  Fri. 
8  pm  &  3rd  Sat  7  pm;  Parents  &  Co¬ 
parents  rap  1st  &  3rd  Mons,  8  pm.  Soft- 
ball  evry  Sun  3  pm  Apr-Sept,  weathr 
permtng.  Magazine  Fid.  Bimonthly  mag 
FOCUS  $8.  Mnthly  social  &  fndraisng 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potiuck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar, 
call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11, 
Camb,  MA  02238. 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  information  send  $1 
to:  NAMBLA  —  GCNAD,  PO  Box  174, 
New  York,  NY  10018. _ (48) 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you’re  in  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  information  in  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where 
to  stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and 
which  businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us 
to  rap  or  just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800 
from  noon  til  midnight. 

Are  you  interested  in  forming  a  gay 
Communal  Retirement  Center?  Join 
others  in  the  Ganymede  Society  who 
are  forming  now.  Write:  Ganymede 
Society,  c/o  Karl  Volk,  43  Whittier  Blvd, 
Poughkeepsie,  NY  12603. 


NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing 
gay  civil  rights  group  in  the  country! 
The  National  Gay  Task  Force  works 
with  a  professional  staff  on  media  rep¬ 
resentation,  national  legislation,  infor¬ 
mation  clearinghouse,  religious  re¬ 
forms,  corporate  non-discrimination 
work  —  join  now.  $20  membership  ($5 
limited  income)  includes  Newsletter. 
NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.  Rm.  1601,  New 
York,  NY  10011. 


REAL  ESTATE _ 

TRURO 

Condominiums  in  the  woods:  newly 
renovated,  1  to  4  rooms,  seasonal,  near 
beaches  and  village  center.  Close  to 
Provincetown.  $20,000  to  $55,000.  Man¬ 
agement  Unlimited,  Inc  (617)  349- 
6516. _ (^) 

SOUTH  END 

Excel  location  nr  Union  Pk  w/  lots  &  lots 
of  Victorian  detail.  Bonus:  Great  stor¬ 
age,  priced  for  quick  sale.  52,000 
owner’s  agent  232-0320. _ _ (14) 

MATTAPAN 

Why  pay  rent???  Buy  this  cozy  2  bdrm 
cottage  and  make  it  your  own  castle. 
Look  out  at  trees.  Needs  some  work  but 
well  worth  the  effort.  Only  34,000. 
RE/Call  Penny  before  8  am  or  after  10 
pm  at  524-5433. _ (9) 


ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1,  the 
classified  rates  go  up.  Any  ads 
received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  ad¬ 
vantage  to  pay  at  the  new  rates. 
(See  ad  form.)  This  was  a  necessary 
increase.  We  hope  it  will  not  pinch 
anyone  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for 
your  patience  and  cooperation  .  ,  . 
and  your  money! ! _ 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

CHECK’EROUT! 

At  the  Check’er  Inn.  Dbl  rms  coffee 
parking  come  enjoy  Indian  Summer. 
Call  487-9029.  25  Winthrop  P’town,  MA 
02657.  MC/VISA  ok.  Open  year 
round! _ _ _ (15) 

RESORTS 

MASSACHUSETTS 

SPECIAL  OFF  SEASON  RATES 

Enjoy  P’town  in  Autumn.  THE  GREEN¬ 
HOUSE,  women  owned  and  operated 
guesthouse.  18  Pearl  St— Box  22,  Prov- 
incetown,  MA  02657.  (617)  487-2210.  (?) 

VERMONT 


VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 
Spend  a  wkend  in  VT  this  Autumn.  Foli¬ 
age,  flea  mkts,  walks  in  the  woods.  Bed 
&  bkfst  for  lesbians  &  gay  men— $80/ 
couple  per  weekend  only.  Reserv 
please.  Dave  &  Mike,  (802)  348-7840. 


GREENHOPE  FARM 
Last  chance  to  view  VT  foliage.  Fire¬ 
place,  delicious  veg  meals,  mountain 
trails.  Lesbian  owned  &  operated.  (802) 
533-7772. _ (1^ 

MAINE 

Buccaneer  private  bath  TV  weights  free 
coffee  40  ft  htd  indoor  pool  nr  beach 
stores  restaurant  quiet  3  min  Ogunquit 
Rt  1  Wells.  $20  single,  $25  double.  (207) 
646-2140. _ (13) 

Fall  Coloring  Weekends 
at  The  Miller  House 

Enjoy  a  Fall  coloring  weekend  by  the 
blue  sea  while  staying  on  a  colonial 
farm  or  at  a  village  ship  captain's 
house  on  Maine's  Pemaquid  Peninsula, 
-between  Camden  and  Booth  Bay.  Dou¬ 
bles  $30-50.  Reservations:  Call  (207) 
529-5292  or  832-7666. _ (13) 

TRADING  POST 

We  are  beginning  a  new  category  for 
those  who  want  to  trade  goods  and/or 
services.  Think  about  it.  Maybe  you 
have  a  talent  and  you  need  something 
done.  Offer  your  skill  in  exchange  for 
someone  else's.  Or  maybe  someone 
gave  you  a  coffee  maker  for  Christmas 
and  you  have  a  coffee  maker,  but  you 
don't  have  a  blender.  So  offer  to  swap 
,  . .  Got  the  idea???  The  only  rule  is 
that  no  money  is  to  change  ha n d s^ _ 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Disabled  lady  living  in  poverty  desper¬ 
ately  needs  financial  help.  Caring  peo¬ 
ple  help  greatly  appreciated.  Cath  Box 
2204  Quincy  MA  02269. _ (12) 

WANTED _ 

MUSIC  AND  POLITICS!!!!!!! 
Woman  rhythm  gtr  and  bass  w/  vocals 
needed  by  new  women's  political  rock 
band.  Covers,  originals,  politics.  It's  all 
here!  Now  is  the  time!  Anne  471-7772  or 
Diane  497-01 17.  Keep  trying! _  (12) 

FOR  SALE _ 

For  Sale:  2  male  Cocker  Spaniels.  Buff 
color  w/  white  markings.  AKC  regis¬ 
tered.  $250  ea.  Avail  9/26.  282-1244  or 
288-4206  after  5  pm. _ (13) 

PAT  BOND  READS  ON  TAPE 
Pat  Bond  reads  “The  Songs  of  Belitis,” 
erotic  lesbian  poetry.  The  tape  is  $10 
plus  $1.00  postage  &  handling.  To:  Pat 
Bond,  211  Canal  #11,  San  Rafael,  CA 
94901. _ (25) 

VW  BEETLE  1969  descended  from  a 
long  line  of  queer  owners.  Very  depend¬ 
able,  Starts  in  sub-zero  weather.  Tires 
good.  Rust  bad.  $300  or  best  offer.  Call 
Jil  at  253-4271  or  524-7390. _ (c) 


NEED  MONEY 

For  Sale:  Honda  350  CL,  on  or  off  road 
bike:  $400  or  BO;  Gibson  SG  Bass  Amp: 
$200:  Olivetti  Copia  II  copier,  roll  fed, 
wet  copier:  $150  or  BO.  Call  Sherry  at 
426-4469  weekdays. _ (c) 

'78  Honda  Civic  —  90.000  miles,  needs 
new  brakes,  but  otherwise  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  Great  on  gas  and  so  easy  to 
park!  Asking  $2000  for  this  dependable 
city  car.  Jenifer,  776-6292. _ 

For  Sale:  1970  Karmann  Ghia.  Engine 
runs,  needs  rebuilding  Body  fair,  in¬ 
terior  &  chassis  good.  $250  or  best  of- 
ter.  648-7612,  7-10  PM. _ (c) 

SERVICES _ 

COUNSELING— PSYCHOTHERAPY 
For  individuals  or  couples,  long  or  short 
term.  Reasonable  rates,  sliding  scale. 
John  Graves,  266-2069.  Formerly  6 
years  with  HCHS. _ (20) 

CHILDCARE 

Quality  childcare  in  my  home  on  Bea¬ 
con  Hill.  Days  &  some  eves  avail.  Barb, 
523-3772.  You’ll  be  glad  you  called,  and 
so  will  your  very  special  child. 

TYPESETTING 

Want  the  best???  Let  GCN  typeset  your 
resume,  flier,  brochure,  newsletter, 
magazine.  You  name  it!  Reasonable 
rates.  Call  426-4469  and  ask  for  Nancy 
Wechsler. 


Interior  Painting 

Top  Quality  Work  Reasonable  Prices 

Free  Estimates  References 

Tom  or  Dave  723-3641  evenings.  (14) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  LESBIANS 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  a  support  group  for  les¬ 
bians  in  close  relationships  with  incest 
survivors  (lovers,  friends,  family  mem¬ 
bers).  For  info  &  appt  call  GLCS,  (617) 
542-5188.  Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance 
accepted. _ _ (c) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)353-0225  for  appt. 


GAY  MEN’S  WEEKEND 
Weekend  workshop  in  the  country  to 
explore  and  clarify  what  being  gay  men 
means  collectively  &  individually.  Call 
Francis  628-6988.  _ 


Counseling  for  Individuals, 
Couples  and  Groups 
Career  Assessment 

BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 
Copley  Square 
(617)  739-7803 


THERAPY  GROUPS  FOR  GAY  MEN 
Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
now  forming  general  issues  &  coming 
out  therapy  groups  for  gay  men.  For  in¬ 
fo  &  appt  call  GLCS,  (617)  542-5188. 
Sliding  fee  scale,  insurance  accepted. 

(c) 


UNMISTAKABLY  METICULOUS! 

That  is  what  our  customers  have 
stated  about  YOUR  FINEST 
SCOURER.  For  uncompromising 
service  in  the  areas  of  cleaning, 
housekeeping,  maintenance,  and 
functions— YOUR  FINEST  SCOURER 
is  the  prime  choice!  For  an  appoint¬ 
ment  call  Mr,  Livingston  at  292-6360 
(8-6  Mon-Fri). 


HOUSECLEANING  BOSTON  AREA 

Home,  Condos,  Apt,  Office 
Have  References 

Cali  James  782-7615. _ (1^ 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  STUDY  GROUP 
Offers  introductory  counseling 
courses,  peer  counseling,  supervision 
groups,  low  &  moderate  fee  psychother- 
apy.  576-0889. _  (15) 

RIDES _ 

MOVING  OUT  WEST 
Looking  for  woman  to  share  driving  & 
gas.  I'm  going  first  to  SF  then  on  to 
Seattle.  Want  to  leave  ASAP  but  des¬ 
perate  for  rider.  Rebecca  (413)  298-3384 
eves  best. _ (12) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Salesperson  wanted  for  solid  publica¬ 
tion  w/  following.  Commission  -i-  base. 
Days  542-8280. _ (1^ 

MEDICAL  RECORDS  SUPVR 
Gay  oriented  medical  clinic  seeks  25  hr/ 
wk  A.R.T.  or  R.R.A.  eligible  supervisor 
w/  experience.  Excellent  salary  &  bene¬ 
fits.  Send  resume  to  Exec  Dir,  FCHC,  16 
Haviland  St,  Boston  02115. _ (13) 

TRAVEL _ 

TRAVEL— KEY  WEST 
Free  Brochure  &  Map  Include: 
Accommodations-Restaurants-Shops-Bars 
Write:  Key  West  Business  Guild 
P.O.  Box  1208  GC  Key  West,  FL  33040 
(305)  296-7535 _ (12-?) 
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I  TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  Of 
1  PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE] 
[(Alexander  Barkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an] 
I  Anarchist. 


•This  is  my  first  experience  with  your 
Irag  and  I  think  its  real  fine.  The  people 
Ifhaf  hipped  my  have  been  transferred 
■to  another  location  so  I  won’t  be  able  to 
Ishare  their  paper.  I  would  like  rny  own 
Ipaper.  Also  I  am  very  interested  in 
Icorresponding  with  gay  males  and 
Ifemales.  I’m  a  Chicana  prisoner,  a 
Imellow  type  of  person  that  likes  to  have 
Ifun  and  am  a  libra  as  of  Oct  16,  1961. 
■Gloria  CORRALES,  16271  MCU  32, 
iFrontera  CA  91720. _ 

would  like  female  prisoriers  or  other] 
I  gay  women  to  write  me.  I  also  would  ! 
I  like  a  picture  enclosed,  but  not  re-] 
Iqulred.  I  really  need  people  to  write  me] 
land  would  also  like  to  get  a  copy  of 
lyour  magazine.  Thank  you,  Cheryl 
IWOLFE,  16531,  1479  Collins  Ave. 
[Marysville  OH  43040. _ 


I 


GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  PRISONER 
PROJECT 

We  send  free  papers,  books  (when  they 
I  are  donated  and  when  money  for 
I  postage  is  donated)  and  run  free  penpal 
lads.  (There’s  sometimes  a  long  waiting 
[list  because  of  limited  space.)  Little  by 
I  little  as  we  get  more  volunteer  labor 
I  power  we’ll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
[support  lesbians  and  gay  men  behind 
1  bars.  If  you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a 
[contribution  (of  money  or  paperbacks), 
I  please  send  to  Gay  and  Lesbian 
I  Prisoner  Project,  c/o  GCN,  167  Tremont 
I  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Thanks! 


\SEX!  SEX!  SEX!  SEX!  SEX!  SEX!!! 

OK,  now  that  I’ve  got  your  attention: 
[fn  the  near  future  we  hope  to  put 
Itogeffier  some  “Freedom’s  Just” 

I  (prisoner  writings)  on  these  topics,  so 
Iget  out  your  pens  (or  typewriters,  it  you 
lean  —  double-spaced,  please)  and  stop 
Iworrying  about  being  a  good  writer  and 
l/ust  write  like  you  were  talking  to  a 
Ifriend  about  something  you  care  about. 
1(1)  Prisoners  writing  about  successes 
Ithey’ve  had  with  changing  things,  and 
la/so  about  what  kinds  of  changes  are 
I  most  important  to  make  now;  (2)  case 
I/aw  on  censorship  of  mall,  and  on 
Isexua/  harassment  and  the  misuse  of 
I ‘protective  custody ’(segregation);  (3) 

I  poetry;  (4)  writings  about  your  relations 
I  with  people  in  different  races  and 
[(economic)  classes  and  their  attitudes 
[toward  gay  sex;  (5)  notes  on 
I  organizations  in  your  area  that  are| 
Ifieiptui  to  prisoners  (publications,  legal 
Ifieip,  jobs  and  housing  resources  for 
Iparoie  etc.)  We’re  interested  In  seeing 
[tilings  from  people  both  inside  and  out. 
[Thanks.  Enjoy. _ 


BOOK.S! 

1/  you  have  some  paperback  hooks  you 
Vwould  like  to  send  to  a  particular  prisoner, 
lor  to  prisoners  in  general,  you  can  send  it  to 
ICC/V  and  we'll  forward  them  under  'cover' 
\of  ‘GCN  Publications’,  giving  them  a  much 
fbetter  chance  of  getting  in  (though  still  not 
\  certain.) 


il  do  like  fo  read,  especially  about 
alternative  energy  and  lifestyles.  This 
institution  seems  pretty  liberal,  as  long 
jas  it  isn’t  ‘hardcore’.  And  thank  you  for 
[the  future  placement  of  my  ad.  I’ve  got 
I  to  admit  I’m  rather  curious  and  anxious 
to  see  if  and  what  responses  I  will  get. 
I  Joel  KROH,  170-184.  PO  Box  57,  Marion 
)H  43: 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


Readers  (inside  and  out):  Almost  all  ads 
are  taken  from  much  longer  letters 
which  we  cannot  print  in  full  in  the  free 
space  GCN  has  provided.  Even  so, 
there’s  usually  a  vjbiting  list  of  3  to  6 
weeks  and  ads  usually  only  run  once  or 
twice  (unless  we  can’t  get  new  ones 
done  because  of  other  work). 


Do  you  know  of  any  organizations  in 
Houston?  I'd  really  like  to  make  contact 
with  someone  in  Texas,  possibly  close 
enough  so  that  a  visit  could  be 
possible.  Are  there  any  gay  programs  in 
the  area?  Let  me  know  because  I'd 
really  love  to  get  some  correspondence 
going.  Thanks  so  much.  Mark  Alan 
HOGE,  297439,  A1-1-10,  Rt  1  Box  1, 
Huntsville  TX  77340. 


I  would  like  to  personally  thank  you  for 
printing  the  editorial  in  GCN  about  the 
cruelty  to  prisoners.  My  sexual 
preference  has  brought  numerous 
beatings  and  violent  actions  from 
correctional  staff  members  and  other 
prisoners.  Maybe  someday  articles  like 
that  will  open  up  society’s  eyes  and 
ears  to  the  discrimination  and  savage 
harassment  in  our  so-called  “rehabili¬ 
tation''  systems.  I  would  like  a  place  in 
your  penpal  space.  Thank  you.  Gary 
GARZEE,  PO  Box  14,  Unit  7,  Boise  ID 
83707. 


ON  ‘COMING  our 
I  One  sure  way  to  make  It  hard  for 
I  prisoners  coming  out  of  prison  to  make 
I  it  on  the  outside  Is  to  keep  them  from 
getting  jobs  and  housing.  This  is  just 
Iwfiaf  this  society  does  with  Its  at- 
Ititudes  toward  ex-prisoners.  Don’t  be 
[surprised  if  a  penpal  asks  for  some 
I  help  in  finding  work  or  a  place  to  live. 

\  Their  getting  out  on  parole  this  year, 
I  rather  than  next,  may  depend  on  fln- 
Iditig  these  (or  a  ‘sponsor’),  and  their 
I  staying  out  will  certainly  depend  on  it. 
iT/ie  GCN  Prisoner  Project  is  always 
liooking  for  info  on  jobs  and  housing 
I  resources  in  all  regions  of  the  country. 

Start  your  own  prisoner  project  at  a 
■  prison  near  you  (the  most  effective 
I  place  to  be)  by  getting  together  and  up- 
I  dating  this  kind  of  info  and  making  it\ 
I  available  to  the  prisoners  who  are  com- 
I  Ing  out. _ 


I  like  it  when  I  have  free  time  to  draw  or 
write  a  poem  or  two.  About  this  one  I’m 
sending  you  here,  I  was  realiy  down  in  i 
the  pits.  A  fight  broke  out  and  all  I 
afternoon  everybody  was  yelling  and  1 
saying  things  about  harm  and  I  couldn’t ' 
shut  out  the  noise  so  I  started  to  write 
and  before  I  knew  what  happened  I  had 
this  on  paper  and  it  took  all  of  the 
outside  of  the  cell  away  and  put  me 
somewhere  I  have  never  been  before 
since  I  have  been  locked  up  —  it  made 
me  feel  free  for  a  few  hour’s  of  that  day!  [ 
A  MATTER  OF  TIME 
Tape  players  booming  all  day. 

Radios  blasting  all  night 
There  ’5  an  argument  raging 
two  cells  down  —  both  are  angry  —  neither  [ 
is  right.  A  voice  yells  that  he 's  got 
the  shakes  for  lack  of  more  home  made\ 
wine.  Life  goes  on  without  much  being! 
done.  But  it’s  only  a  matter  of  time. 

Further  down  a  loud  voice  threatens 
bodily  harm  if  they  can  ’/  be  heard 
telling  the  world  how  macho  he  is. 

But  actions  speak  louder  than  words  out  o/| 
fear  and  false  sense- of  pride,  each 
has  his  own  special  hell 
If  what  is  said  is  a  part  of  their  make-up,  | 
how  will  they  ever  get  well? 

Some  can’t  bear  being  alone  with  theirl 
thoughts,  especially  with  their  bodies! 
confined,  but  what  better  chance  to  learn  | 
who  you  are  for  a  while.  It’s 
just  a  matter  of  time. 

Tony  DRYDEN,  17789,  Box  14,  Boise  1D| 
83707. 
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Just  wanted  to  thank  you  for  the  issues 
of  the  GCN.  Everyone  here  (a  gay  cell 
block)  gets  to  read  it.  You  can  imagine 
Ihow  popular  it  is!  I  wasn’t  very  lucky 
with  the  penpal  ad  I  put  in  before,  so  I 
hwas  wondering  if  you  could  run  another 
Ifor  me.  I  would  be  fun  to  write  some- 
done.  Thanks.  Rodney  ARCHAMBAULT, 
,  138820,  1301  Franklin  9D2,  Houston  TX 
1 77002. _ 

I've  heard  that  sometimes  you  have 
books  to  send  to  prisoners.  Well,  I'd 
like  some  gay  stuff  if  you  come  across 
any,  and  also  I’d  like  to  hear  from  some¬ 
one  out  there  if  there’s  anyone  still 
there  who  cares  one  way  or  the  other. 
[Tarry  DOBSON,  1084813,  PO  Box  137, 
[Tillery  NC  27887. 
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THE  JMFQHI^IflWT 


“Let  Our  Lines  Work  For  You” 


TO  ALL  GAY  &  LESBIAN 

•  BUSINESSES 

•  ORGANIZATIONS 

•  PROFESSIONALS 

Please  Call . . . 

THE  NATIONAL  INFORMANT 


the  Informant  Offers: 

■  POTENTIAL  INCREASE  IN  SALES 


FREE  ADVERTISING  OPPORTUNITY 


■  NATIONAL  EXPOSURE 

■  RENEWED  OLD  CUSTOMER  INTEREST 

THE  WflTiQMflL  JMFQHIHflWT 

OUR  NATIONAL  INFORMANT  TOLL  FREE 
BUSINESS  CONNECTION  IS: 

l-BQG)-E52-E532 

OR  WRITE 

THE  NATIONAL  INFORMANT 

P.O.  Box  5923 
Providence,  R.l.  02903 


